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When they asked me to stay, I only had one choice.

Hi.

I'm Melody.

I live with four vampire rockstars who would rather spend their time making music than hunting humans, and they're planning to turn me into one of them.

As the night of my turning approaches and our plans for making me into a vampire start to unfold, a villain from Rose's past comes slinking out of the shadows and takes her, leaving no trace of where they've gone.

Who would want to destroy the vampire?

And why would he haul her away?

We have to unite and do whatever it takes to save Rose before it's too late, but something tells me that three vampires and one human might not be enough to fight this creature.

Sweet Nightmares: The Sound of Roses is a polyamorous, bisexual, open-door steamy book featuring vampires, biting, and lots and lots of fangs. This story includes puns, humor, joking around, pop culture references, and of course, lots of drinking blood.
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Melody

“Come back to bed,” I groan, reaching for Rose. She’s standing at the window, looking out into the darkness of the night. We’re in one of the many guest rooms of the mansion. We were running around playing tag and wound up together in bed. We fell asleep after.

Well, I fell asleep.

Rose, it seems, just fell into trouble.

She’s worried, I realize. She’s been worried for a long time, actually. For as long as I’ve been living with the vampires, there’s been something that’s bothered her. I’m not sure whether I’ve been here a month or two months. Time moves at such a different pace when you have no responsibilities and nowhere to go. Every so often I peek at a calendar, but before I can worry too much about the passing of time, one of them always seems to find me and draw me back into themselves.

Rose turns, looking down at me. There’s so much emotion on her face. I see fear. I see frustration. I see heartache. She’s afraid of something but she won’t share what it is. I only wish that she trusted me enough to let me in.

“Come back to bed,” I whisper again. My hand finds hers and I squeeze, gently tugging. It’s not like I could ever really overpower a vampire. I got lucky when I killed Timothy. There was no physical strength involved in what happened between us. Now, even if I wanted to physically pull Rose into bed, I don’t think I’d be able to.

For a minute, I think she’s going to refuse me, but then she nods and smiles. She reaches up, grabbing the shade that covers this particular window. Some of the windows in the house are boarded up to prevent sunlight from coming in and hurting any of the vampires I live with.

Once the shade has been drawn, she closes the curtains, too, which provides even more coverage. 

“Do you think we should board this window up?” I ask her. “I don’t want any sunlight to accidentally come in.”

What I mean is that I don’t want anything to happen to her that might hurt her.

I want her safe and alive.

Well, as alive as she could possibly be for a vampire.

“I don’t think so,” Rose tells me. She slips under the covers with me and wiggles closer, placing her hands on my hips. Her hands are cool against my hot skin. I always feel hot when I’m here at the mansion.

This probably has something to do with the fact that most of my time is spent sleeping with my four vampire lovers.

I’m with Rose tonight, for now. Paul, Gerald, and Liam are in the basement practicing a new song they’re writing. One thing I didn’t know until I came to stay with them is that songwriting isn’t a linear process. It’s something that takes time because you have to go back and work on different elements of the song over and over until you manage to truly express the thoughts that are bubbling up in your mind.

“I promise not to let myself get caught in the sunlight,” she murmurs, nuzzling my neck. I feel her fangs scraping against my tender skin. She’s been feeding from me on and off all night, and I’m starting to feel pretty sore, but in the most delicious way.

Now that I’ve been feeding the vampires for some time, I think I’ve gotten used to the way that being bitten hurts. It’s hard to describe sometimes, but I think it’s like a sharp sort of pain that fades into a throbbing numbness that’s weirdly mixed with pleasure. 

“Good,” I start to say, but then her fangs dip into my skin and all of my thoughts vanish. Suddenly, I have no idea what I was going to say or how I was going to say it. I open my mouth in a silent “o” as she drinks from me again. One hand is under my head, holding me in place as she feeds from me. The other wanders across my skin, roaming from my breasts to the apex of my thighs.

If I wasn’t already completely in love with Rose, I would be now.

She teases my body until I’m falling apart for her. She’s told me before that my blood tastes sweeter if I have an orgasm when she’s drinking from me, and now she groans as she gulps, taking what she wants until I feel like I’m floating away.

The problem with living amongst the vampires is that sometimes, certain things no longer make sense.

Time is the biggest change for me.

Now I always feel like I’m existing in this space where time just doesn’t matter at all.

Rose seals up the wound on my neck and she snuggles up against me, but when I reach for her body, ready to touch her and offer her the pleasure she’s just given me, she gently pushes my hand away.

“I’m pretty sleepy,” she murmurs, kissing me, but it feels uncomfortable.

And strange.

And it feels like a lie.

I know that something is bothering her and that she won’t tell me what it is. What’s worse is that I don’t think she’s annoyed – I think she’s scared. I know perfectly well that the vampires I live with aren’t perfect people with pristine pasts. 

They’ve made enemies over the years, and the problem with enemies is that you never know when they’re going to come back for revenge...or who you love that they’re going to hurt.

Is Rose scared of the past?

Or is she scared of the future? 

And will she ever feel like she can trust me enough to let me in?

Deciding not to press the issue right now, I close my eyes, and I allow myself to curl up against the woman I love. Sleep evades me for a long time, but finally, I’m able to find some rest, and I drift off into a dreamless sleep where nothing hurts me.

*
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I WAKE UP ALONE, WHICH isn’t really unusual in and of itself. Sometimes my vampire lovers are doing things like practicing their music or tuning their instruments.

Sometimes they’re playing with each other.

I don’t just mean sexually, either. I recently learned that Gerald is actually insanely good at board games and that Liam has decided to try to best him at some of his favorites. 

They also have a secret love of video games and I’m not supposed to know this, but Paul actually has every Atari game that’s ever been made.

How insane is that?

I suppose that’s one of the perks of being a vampire. If you live long enough, you start collecting a lot of different things. Even though I’ve seen most of the mansion, I’ve found that I’m still discovering new and different things each day. 

Just last week I found a room that is entirely empty aside from a single typewriter sitting on a table in the middle of the room. The chandelier in that room is directly above the typewriter, so if you walk into the room and flip on the light, it shines directly on the typewriter. I tried asking Paul about it but he told me not to worry about it.

Seems pretty strange to me, but then again, a lot of things do.

Slipping out of bed, I shiver a little as my feet hit the cold wood flooring of the room. I’m almost entirely sure it’s the original flooring for this mansion, which is saying a lot since it’s pretty old.

Then again, most of the buildings in Westbridge Forest are pretty old.

One of these days, I want to go on an adventure and go check out all of the different buildings in the woods. While I’m allowed to leave, everyone has warned me not to wander too far from home. Something about not “straying” too far from the path. 

I know that the vampires worry about me, but I also think there are a lot of adventures to be had. Violet will go nuts the first time she finally gets to see this place. My best friend is smart and curious and always up for having an adventure. I just have to work up the nerve to actually invite her out here.

I can’t exactly call her up and say, “Hey, Vi, want to come and meet my four vampire lovers? I promise they won’t bite you.”

I mean, there’s no way that’ll go over well.

Stretching, I take one more look around the room. Rose is definitely gone. Maybe she went to work on writing a song or perhaps the other vampires just called her away. Either way, I’ve got some time to myself where I can tidy up and then figure out what I’m going to do for today.

I start by spending a couple of minutes making up the bed. I’m not sure that Rose cares about things like a made bed, but Liam and Paul sure as hell do. They’re both what I consider to be “formal” vampires. They like things to be neat and tidy, while Gerald and Rose are a little more laid back and willing to let things go.

Once I’m satisfied with the way that the purple bedspread looks on the four-poster bed and that each and every pillow is arranged just so, I turn and leave the room, careful to close the door behind me. I’m still naked, but I don’t bother with a robe or anything like that.

Everyone here is allowed to see me naked. 

And there’s something else, something strange: I’m starting to like being naked.

I’m not really sure why I didn’t spend as much time naked in my apartment back in Owl Ridge as I do here. Back there, it wasn’t like I had anyone to look at me, and maybe that’s the difference. Here, each time I’m naked, it’s like I’m breaking social norms. I’m showing off my body despite the fact that I don’t look like those skinny girls in magazines. I’m happy with my curves, and my vampires are, too, and I feel damn good being naked in their home.

Making my way down the hall, I take my time because there’s absolutely no rush here. Time truly is meaningless in the vampire world. I love not feeling like I need to hurry from activity to activity. I absolutely adore knowing that I can just take my time and savor the world around me. 

I stop every few feet to admire the paintings that line this particular hallway. Some of them look sadder than others. Some of them are pretty and beautiful. 
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