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The sun crept through the slats of the blinds, casting thin strips of light across the bedroom floor and onto the rumpled sheets. A man stirred beneath them, his breath still heavy with sleep as he reluctantly blinked open his eyes to face the day.

––––––––
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"Good morning, world," he muttered, voice thick and groggy. Pushing off the covers, he swung his legs over the side of the bed and stretched, joints creaking in protest at the motion. As he stood, his foot nudged a half-empty bottle of scotch that lay discarded on the floor; it rolled away with a soft clink of glass against hardwood.

––––––––
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"God, what did I do last night?" he thought, rubbing his temples in an attempt to ward off the pounding headache that threatened to split his skull. His memory was hazy, but regret tinged the edges of his consciousness. He made his way to the kitchen, brewing a strong pot of coffee while he tried to piece together the fragments of the evening.
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