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Lyne was fortunate in that her mistress, Delvana, had forgiven her for allowing Venom Six to kill Queen Ffion first. Under normal circumstances, Lyne would have been assassinated herself for such a clumsy mistake. But even Delvana – one of the greatest assassins in the realms—was afraid of Venom Six, and therefore, did not blame Lyne at all for having been thwarted. 

Instead, Delvana cautioned Lyne to be wary of the dark elves, a separate race of elves from the distant island Toralyn. They were deadly assassins, with their dark gray skin and fierce eyes, and they hated humans. It was no surprise, then, that many dark elves had joined Venom Six and were slaughtering humans left and right. They were glad to do the dirty work of the high elves – those elves with blonde hair and light skin – and they relished in it savagely.

It was said that the dark elves hated humans because they had suffered the greatest loss during the ancient war. Humans and their dragon pets had ravished their lands, driving the dark elves to their tiny island, where they only just managed to survive. That there was bitterness even a thousand years later was not shocking.

Given all that, Lyne had to wonder how Neith could ever look past their differences to want her. Perhaps Neith was just using her for sex. The thought made Lyne very unhappy, for she was certain that she loved Neith, and had, in fact, loved her on sight. 

Meanwhile, Delvana had another contract for Lyne. This time, she must assassinate the sorceress Zelda. 

Zelda, who had been exiled from her home country, was a very powerful sorceress who lived in the swamp, selling her potions and healing arts to the desperate locals. There was much worry that she might take sides in the war, and so, both sides sought to eliminate her.

The elves were certain that a human would naturally side with human interests, but it was the humans who had exiled Zelda in the first place, and so, the humans were certain she would side with the elves out of bitterness and anger. 

So, given how powerful Zelda was, there was a scramble to remove her as a player. And Lyne, to her great despair, was the assassin the human side had chosen. Lyne could only wonder if the elves had chosen Neith. Lyne was the best assassin in the Emerald, and Neith must’ve likewise been an elite. Sooner or later, they would cross daggers again.  
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