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The Rift’s Redemption

A Paranormal Romance Novel

By Kenneth Thomas

Prologue: Shattered Bonds

The rift had always been a mystery. No one knew where it came from, only that its dark energy spread like a disease, consuming everything in its path. The witches of the Kwan coven whispered of ancient magic gone wrong. The wolves of the Draven pack spoke of betrayal, of bonds that were broken long ago. Both were right, and both were wrong.

For Elara Kwan, the rift wasn’t just a problem—it was a reminder. It had forced her into an uneasy alliance with Kael Draven, the alpha of a rival pack, binding their lives together in ways she still didn’t fully understand. They had closed the first rift together, severing the fragile magical bond that had tethered them, but the scars of that battle still lingered.

Elara had always believed she could face anything alone. She had been raised to be strong, to protect her coven no matter the cost. But standing against the rift had shown her a truth she couldn’t ignore: strength wasn’t enough. Trust, however fragile, was the only thing that could keep the darkness at bay. And trust was something Elara had spent her whole life avoiding.

Kael Draven had his own demons. The loss of his mate had left him hollow, and the rift’s shadow had only deepened that void. For years, he had carried the guilt of his pack’s losses, their pain weighing on him like chains. His alliance with Elara had been a reluctant one, born of necessity. But through the battle with the rift, he had seen glimpses of something he thought he had lost forever—a connection, a chance to feel whole again.

Their victory over the first rift had come at a cost. The bond that had given them the strength to defeat it was gone, severed in the final battle. But the rifts hadn’t disappeared. If anything, they were spreading, their dark energy twisting love into hate, turning trust into betrayal.

Now, as a new rift loomed on the horizon, Elara and Kael would have to face the truth: their fight was far from over. And this time, the stakes were even higher. The rift wasn’t just threatening their world—it was threatening them. If they couldn’t find a way to trust each other fully, the darkness would consume them both.

Because the rift wasn’t just a force. It was alive. And it was waiting.
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Chapter One
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The forest was unnaturally quiet as Elara Kwan approached the clearing, her staff glowing faintly in the dim morning light. She hadn’t wanted this assignment—tracking a newly reported rift on the border of wolf and witch territories felt more like a punishment than a mission—but the council hadn’t given her much choice. A rift near human settlements was dangerous, and the witches couldn’t afford another disaster.

The ground beneath her boots was damp, the scent of moss and decay thick in the air. As she neared the source of the disturbance, a chill ran down her spine. The clearing ahead was marked by a jagged tear in reality, a rift that pulsed with dark energy. Tendrils of shadow coiled and writhed from its edges, curling into the air like smoke. The sight of it made her stomach twist.
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