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When two veterans show up to the same blind date, sparks fly in ways neither Stan nor Tag — a woman whose nickname is as intriguing as she is — ever expected. Despite their differences, they find themselves drawn together in ways they can't ignore, with humor, tension, and a little Disney magic along the way. A sweet opposites-attract romance that proves sometimes the best surprises come in unexpected packages.
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Chapter 1
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Stan walked into the trendy downtown bar and restaurant with a bounce in his step. Despite pulling a double shift at the hospital right before his blind date, he was both nervous and excited to see who his friend had chosen for him. It was nerve-racking that his friend refused to tell him the person’s name, but he rolled with it. Four years was a long time to be alone. 

He nibbled his bottom lip as he scanned the mahogany interior for a woman holding a stuffed Pooh bear. No one yet. Stan glanced at the bright, fluffy Tigger in his hands and smirked. He could feel the eyes on him, but Stan was not ashamed of his deep love for Disney theme parks. Annual trips as a child turned into annual trips as an adult, sometimes solo trips. It didn’t bother him; company was optional in the happiest place in the world. 

As Stan approached the bar, one woman caught his attention. He frowned as he scanned the woman from head to toe. Yes, she had an incredible hourglass figure that her innocent yellow sundress could not hide, but she also had neon green hair, an arm sleeve of tattoos, and black combat boots. He never dated women who looked like her. Everything about her screamed “look at me”, even the fitted butter yellow dress. Stan was a t-shirt and khakis guy. Her rocker, biker-chic vibe was perfect for someone else, but not him. 

Stan stood a foot away from the distracting woman, turning his back on her to guarantee they didn’t make eye contact. When his phone vibrated in his pocket, he pulled it out, grateful for something to do. The text from Pooh Bear asked for his ETA. He replied that he’d just arrived and was standing at the bar. 

Pooh Bear: Really? I don’t see you. 

Tigger: Yeah, just walked in. I’m actually right across from the doors. 

Pooh Bear: So am I. 

Oh no. 

Stan turned to face the green-haired monster. She did the same. They had the same reaction. Phone in one hand and a stuffed animal in the other, their mouths hanging open. They examined each other with matching shocked expressions. 

“No way,” said Stan. “You like to cuddle and watch Disney movies?”

“You do not ride a vintage Harley,” said the woman. 

Her deep, sultry voice surprised him just as much as everything else about her. He looked at the Pooh bear in her hands, and his shoulders slumped in disappointment. 

“This isn’t going to work.” 

“You don’t have to tell me,” she said, raising both of her sculpted eyebrows. 

“Still want the Tigger?”

“Hell yeah.”

She tossed him the bear. His college baseball muscle memory kicked in, and he caught the stuffed animal with ease. When he tossed the stuffed tiger to her, she mirrored his catch. 
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