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The Devil
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The Devil

Alice and Eliot weeded the garden together while Madeline gave tarot readings. The young elves could hear the older elf talking about the cards and answering questions. The young people were quiet and focused on their task. There was no need for words. Both Alice and Eliot knew what to do and they did it.

Madeline’s clients left for the day. Alice and Eliot finished up just as Madeline joined them. She stopped in front of the gate of the garden. Eliot and Alice stood up and faced her.

Madeline said, “We need to cast some protective spells around the house and garden.”

Eliot nodded. “Do you want to do that tonight?”

Madeline nodded.

Alice blinked.

Madeline said, “I need you too, Alice.”

Alice blinked again. “Okay, but I don’t know what I can do to help out.”

Madeline said, “Your presence will be enough for now.”

Alice said, “Okay, I’ll come.”

Madeline handed Alice a card from Madeline’s special deck.

Alice gasped when she saw it was the Devil card. Eliot raised an eyebrow. Madeline blinked.

That night Madeline led the two young people out in the garden. Eliot stood by. He knew what was going to happen. Alice wasn’t sure, but she remained quiet as she watched and listened carefully. She knew she had a lot to learn and was willing to learn whatever her aunt could teach.

Madeline began the ritual and Eliot assisted her. Alice stood by unaware that Heath Collins hid in the dark in the woods nearby. He could see what they were doing. He frowned. He could feel it was a protection ritual to keep him out. He growled softly.

Heath countered by casting a spell on Alice. “Come to me, Alice. We belong together. I am the love of your life. You can’t resist me.”

Madeline continued with her protection ritual around the garden and around the house. “Allow no negative energy to enter into this area. Protect those of us who live in this house and tend to the garden.”

Alice heard whispering. She turned in the direction of the woods. Her eyes widened as she saw and heard Heath calling her. She blinked and sighed. She wanted to go to him, but felt it would be wrong to leave when her aunt wasn’t done with the ritual.

Eliot heard Alice’s sighed and watched her closely. He looked in the same direction she was and saw Heath. He frowned. He kept watching Alice for any signs of movement. Madeline finished the protection ritual and wondered what Eliot and Alice were doing.

Alice’s eyes glazed over. “I want to be surrounded and protected by love. Pure and true. I want to marry the love of my life who is my friend and lover and not worry about romance for the rest of my days. I want real love. True and dependable.” She collapsed.
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