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As part of my Rutgers Environmental Stewards project, I decided to include a series of interviews in addition to my e-book Down to Earth: A Simple Sustainability Guide for Small Business Owners. The individuals featured here: young professionals, small business owners, and community leaders share something important in common: they are strong-minded, grounded in truth and values, and deeply committed to building a better future. Through their businesses and initiatives, they prove that it is possible to succeed while staying committed to the planet.

Finding the Rutgers Environmental Stewards program was truly a blessing. It brought me together with a diverse group of professionals from different backgrounds, all united by a passion for environmental studies. That spirit of collaboration and shared purpose is reflected in the voices presented here as part of my case study and research.

Each of these individuals has touched my life in a meaningful way. From Rob’s innovative approach to soil and sustainability at Agger Grand, to Matthew’s integration of eco-conscious practices at Brnich Karate Studio, to Charlotte’s passion for horses and every living being, and to my daughter Rena, whose creativity and independence as a clay jewelry artist embody what I call the mother’s dream, their stories illustrate how sustainability can be woven into every corner of our communities. This collection is not only about their businesses but also about their values: supporting local markets, embracing sustainable practices, and building resilient communities. Together, their voices tell a larger story, one of responsibility, and the belief that positive change begins at the local level.
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​Chapter Two: Robert
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https://aggergrand.com/
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​Rob – Founder of Agger Grand, Media & Technology Platform for Soil and Sustainability

Rob is part of a new generation of entrepreneurs who merge environmental stewardship with digital innovation. As the founder of Agger Grand, he created a platform that amplifies stories of farmers, land stewards, and community projects, while also building tools that make sustainability measurable and scalable. His work combines media, technology, and grassroots engagement in a way that empowers others to connect with the land and with each other.

Beyond its media reach, Agger Grand is actively developing digital tools, from soil calculators to compost databases, that help land stewards make data-driven decisions. This balance of storytelling and technology underscores Rob’s commitment to making regenerative practices more accessible.

It is a privilege to feature Rob’s journey in this book. His perspective highlights how innovation and collaboration can support both people and the planet. On a personal note, I admire his resourcefulness, passion, and ability to inspire action through both creativity and technology.

Rob’s story reinforces one of the key messages of this research: that sustainability and resilience start at the local level, where small businesses and entrepreneurs create real change with lasting impact.

​

Interview Questions for Robert Mueller, owner of the Agger Grand.

Section 1: Personal Journey & Origins, Agger Grand

Q. Can you tell us a little about your background and what inspired you to start Agger Grand?
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