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The girl flipped through
the stacks of old vinyl on the bottom bookshelf, a strand of deep
purple hair falling over her right eye. Brushing it out of the way,
she pulled out a faded cardboard sleeve that read
“Glenn Miller: Moonlight
Serenade” and stood. “Pops really liked his
music, huh?”

June smiled softly as her
great-granddaughter stepped over to the old turntable and carefully
set the needle on the record. The gently swinging strains of
clarinet and saxophone filled the room. “That he did. He was quite a collector. We couldn’t afford
much at first, but even so, when he first heard that song he had to
snatch it up. We danced to it at our wedding reception.”

Amy smiled and did a
tentative little two-step to the music, before returning to the
bookshelf. Her darkly-lined eyes now sought out the family photo
albums on the top shelf. Her hair was a spiky patchwork of dyed
purple, black, and bleached blonde; a stark contrast to June, a
small, delicate woman with fine white hair pulled back into a tidy
bun. Ninety-three years of life, love, and experience were etched
onto June’s face. Amy’s sixteen years had left no etchings at all –
not yet. The two of them mutually found each other strange and
mysterious; yet at the same time, they shared a deep, intuitive
understanding of each other. “How did you and Pops meet?” Amy
asked, fingertips tracing the spines of the albums, trying to make
up her mind which to choose.
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