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Disclaimer and Legal Notice

 


This book has been written to provide useful
information on the Beagle. It should not be used to diagnose or
treat any medical condition. For diagnosis or treatment of any
animal medical condition, consult a qualified veterinarian. The
author and publishers are not responsible or liable for any
specific health or allergy conditions that may require medical
supervision and are not liable for any damages or negative
consequences from any treatment, action, application, or
preparation, to any person reading or following the information in
this book. References are provided for informational purposes only
and do not constitute endorsement of any websites or other sources
mentioned. We have no control over the nature, content, and
availability of the websites listed.

 


 While every attempt
has been made to verify the information shared in this book,
neither the author nor the affiliates assume any responsibility for
errors, omissions, or contrary interpretation of the subject matter
herein. Any perceived slights to any specific person(s) or
organization(s) are purely unintentional. The information in this
book is not intended to serve as legal advice.

 



Foreword

 


Congratulations on purchasing this book.
You’ve made a wise choice, as many of the world’s top Beagle
breeders have been involved in contributing to this book.

 


Once you’ve reached the end, you will have
all the information you need to make a well-informed decision
whether or not the Beagle is the breed for you. Also, at the
end, you will find a very special surprise in store as a thank you
for buying this book!!!

 


As an expert trainer and professional dog
whisperer, I will teach you the human side of the equation, so you
can learn how to think more like your Beagle and eliminate
behavioral problems.

 


Beagles are proper little hounds in a
compact, elegant package. Muscular, and handsome, especially in the
classic tricolor coat with the black saddle and white-tipped tail,
the Beagle is a dog bred to work. As you learn more about his breed
history, you’ll see that the Beagle’s superior tracking abilities
and energetic stamina were actively cultivated to match his prey of
choice, hares and rabbits.

 


A less aristocratically inclined dog than the
Foxhound and certainly more lively and energetic than the Basset
Hound, the Beagle straddles the world of working and companion dog
with lively aplomb. Although stubborn by nature, a Beagle can be an
excellent family pet. This is only true, however, if you have the
time and energy to meet his physical needs for exercise and his
intellectual need for something interesting to do.

 


Although this is a book about keeping Beagles
as pets, they are very much still working dogs, and they are still
kept in packs for competition in field trials. You cannot
“domesticate” the hunter and tracker from a Beagle.

 


If, however, you want an active, engaged,
loyal, intelligent dog that is almost impossible to wear down, the
Beagle could be exactly the pet for you and your family. Hard core
devotees say there is no better dog, but this is not necessarily
the breed for every household.
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FANCY SOME FUN? WE ALSO RECOMMEND BEAGLES GO
AROUND THE WORLD COLOURING BOOK BY FEEL HAPPY COLOURING…
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The top-selling coloring book for adult
Beagle owners is available at all good online bookstores.

 


This is a memorable gift idea even if you are
not personally into coloring for relaxation, fun, and
enjoyment.


Chapter 1 - Meet the Beagle

 


Beagles are hounds that were originally bred
to be members of hunting packs. They are physically smaller than
Foxhounds, and brighter and more energetic than Bassets, but once
you hear a Beagle howl for the first time, you’ll never doubt his
hound lineage.

 


The name “Beagle” derives from the French
“begueule” meaning “open throat” and the Gaelic “beag” for small.
This breed can bay with the big dogs, however, this trait that can
make them a challenge in an apartment setting if they haven’t
received proper training early in life.
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Photo Credit: Mary Cummings and Sue Nichols
of Stone Meadow & The Hounds of Lightfall.

 


The purpose of this book is to consider
Beagles as family pets. In the United States, they are currently
the fifth favorite companion breed.

 


Social, sweet, and gentle, they are
enthusiastic and intelligent pets, with minimal grooming needs and
an average life expectancy of 12–15 years.

 


Experienced Beagle breeders from all
over the world have kindly given their time to answer questions and
give their expert advice. You are about to benefit from literally
hundreds of years’ experience of breeding and living with
Beagles.

 


We asked Carol Herr of Roirdan Beagles
what, in her opinion, are the best things about the Beagle breed:
“Besides being the cutest puppies, they are sweet, loveable, great
lap dogs, and some even hug. They are naturally a pack dog, so they
get along with others dogs. They have lots of energy, so get along
great with children. They love toys, and will play catch and
retrieve all by themselves. They are very smart and are very food
motivated, making them easy to train. They will do most anything
for food. Beagles are very expressive and can give you evil looks
if not happy with the situation. They are little clowns, and you
should have a sense of humor to own one.”

 


Teresa (Teri) NeSmith of Encore
Beagles adds: “As a Beagle breeder with over 40 years’
experience in the breed, the most essential tip would be to expect
the unexpected! Beagles are merry little hounds! They are nosey,
love to play, and most of all they love attention and will do most
anything to get it! Beagles make wonderful pets for the
family!”

 


Sam Goldberg of Molesend Beagles: “My
husband wanted a dog which had an interesting personality; we both
spent time with Foxhounds as teenagers and wanted a smaller version
of the hound without the ability to escape and climb fences!”

 


Beagle Breed History

 


Like many breeds, the exact origins of the
Beagle are uncertain. As early as the 5th century BCE, however,
hunting dogs of a similar description were being used in Greece. In
the 8th century, the St. Hubert Hound, a scent dog, was used to
create the Talbot Hound, a breed brought to England by William the
Conqueror in the 11th century. To improve the dog’s running
abilities, they were crossed with Greyhounds. Beagles are scent
hounds ultimately refined for the specific purpose of hunting hares
in England and Continental Europe. The dogs are the product of
selective breeding programs covering centuries of development.
Beagles are literally designed to hunt 8–10 pound / 3.6–4.5 kg
hares and rabbits with the ability to reach speeds up to 40 mph /
64.37 kph over short distances.

 


Much of the Beagle’s development occurred in
England where hunting was rigidly controlled by class structure.
Only the king could hunt deer. Nobles with the resources to keep
horses and dogs had the option to go after fox. Lesser nobles,
however, could only target quarry like hare.

 


The name Beagle was first used to describe a
very small dog that stood just 8–9 inches / 20.32–22.86 cm tall.
This miniature breed, sometimes called the Pocket Beagle, became
extinct in 1901.

 


In the 18th century, two breeds, the Southern
Hound and the North Country Beagle, were crossed with larger breeds
to create the Foxhound, and in the 1840s, the standard Beagle.

 


Almost all Beagles today can trace their line
back to the work of one enthusiast in England, Parson Honeywood,
who formed a pack of North Country dogs in the mid-1800s. He is
credited with combining and refining the best qualities of the
Southern and North Country dogs.

 


The Foxhound and the Beagle developed
contemporaneously to meet the requirements of different levels of
the landed gentry. Additionally, the qualities desired in a Beagle
depended on the prevailing quality of the hare population.

 


In times when hares were scarce, a keen nose
that allowed the dog to follow one animal for an extended period to
prolong the pleasure of the hunt for the hunters was valued. When
hares were so plentiful as to be causing crop damage, dogs that
were fast enough to catch as many of the vermin in one day as
possible were more valuable.

 


By 1887, there were 18 packs of Beagles in
England. The breed was imported to the United States in the early
1870s. One of the first dedicated enthusiasts was General Richard
Rowett of Illinois. Rowett and others interested in the beauty and
functionality of the dogs founded the National Beagle Club of
America in 1884. The next year, the American Kennel Club recognized
the breed.

 


The first Beagle field trial was held in
Hyannis, Massachusetts in 1888, with the first specialty breed
shows organized in 1891. The breed rapidly came to be prized both
for its hunting abilities and its quality as a family dog.

 


The Beagle’s heyday in the U.S. occurred in
the 1940s and 1950s when there was still enough open country for
sportsmen to use the dogs to hunt cottontail rabbits. Packs of
Beagles competed widely in AKC field trials, as well as in bench
shows, leading to highly refined development of the breed.

 


It is an interesting fact that the Beagle has
gone on to be more popular in the U.S. and Canada than in their
native country. It has ranked in the top 10 most popular breeds for
over 30 years and even held the number one spot from 1953 to 1959
on the list of the American Kennel Club's registered breeds, and
consistently remains in the top 5 each year.

 


Beagle Field Trials

 


In the U.K., hunting is now banned, and even
trail/drag hunting is unpopular. The sport of Beagle field trials
is only found in the United States and Canada. Until the 1980s,
packs of Beagles competed as a unit or team, but increasingly the
interest of enthusiasts focused on the development of the trailing
abilities of individual hounds called “singles.”

 


As available open land dwindled in the face
of industrialization, Beagle clubs were forced to acquire and
rehabilitate land and to become “rabbit farmers” to keep their
sport alive. Today there are more than 525 Beagle clubs in the
United States, each in possession of 150 acres or more of land.

 


Once the native rabbits were confined to
fenced lands, they changed their habits, and dogs in America were
selectively bred to be meticulous and slow tracking specialists.
Like their ancestors in England, American Beagles developed in
close relationship to the animals they chased.

 


Today there are four types of Beagle field
trials:

 


• Brace — Pairs of hounds compete by gender
in pursuit of the cottontail rabbit.

• Gun Dog Brace — The dogs are cast to
search and tested for gun shyness.

• Small Pack — Packs of 4–7 hounds run in
competition and are later tested for gun-shyness.

• Large Pack — Held in northern states where
the snowshoe hare is found, these trials involve packs of 30–60
hounds.

 


Beagle Breed Characteristics

Although Beagles adapt well to life indoors,
they need early socialization, especially if they will be living in
a home with other pets. Because they are scent dogs, they must be
kept on the leash during outings if you don’t want them to take off
chasing a “trail.” There is a tendency toward being stubborn, so
prepare yourself to firmly establish your position as leader of the
pack.
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Photo Credit: Cindy Williams of Honey Pot
Hounds.

 


We asked Cindy Williams of Honey Pot
Hounds what makes the Beagle so special: “The Beagle is a
wonderful breed for many reasons but mostly I think their
temperament and personality are what keep people coming back to
these little hounds. A Beagle will always be loving and sweet, but
Beagles are certainly not always obedient and they are almost never
boring. A Beagle will keep himself busy literally nosing into
whatever he can, always searching and seeking to find some tasty
morsel, toy to play with (or destroy!) or critter to chase. This
‘busybodiness’ can be both cute and comical but also annoying and
dangerous, and a Beagle needs a responsible owner and a safe
environment if he is to stay out of trouble while following his
innate passion for nosiness.

 


“Another advantage that the Beagle has over
many of the other breeds of dog is his medium size and short coat.
The Beagle is a perfect size to fit on your lap and isn’t too big
for most children to safely play with. Many older children and
adults can pick up the Beagle which has its advantages, especially
when doing one of those oh so typical Beagle owner activities like
retrieving them from the kitchen trashcan.”

 


Physical Size and Appearance

 


Beagles closely resemble their larger
relative the Foxhound, but if the two dogs were standing side by
side, it would be clear that the Beagle has a broader head and
shorter muzzle (nose and mouth).

 


Beagles come in two size varieties in the
U.S.: up to 13 inches, and over 13 inches but not to exceed 15
inches. In the U.K., Australia and Europe, the U.K. standard is
used with desirable height range being 13–16 inches.

 


Know from the beginning of your relationship
with this breed that obesity is a serious problem with
Beagles, demanding proper management of their nutrition and a
strict policy about “treats.”

 


Expect their fully grown weight to be
approximately 22 to 30 pounds (9.97 to 13.60 kg) for a 13” Beagle.
For a 13” to 15” Beagle, average weight is from 25 to 35 pounds
(11.33 to 15.87 kg).

 


Ruth Darlene Stewart of Aladar
Beagles: “The American Kennel Club does not recognize a ‘Pocket
Beagle.’ This term is used by breeders that are uninformed about
the breed or trying to charge extra money for abnormally small
puppies.

 


“The variety of the Beagle, 13 or 15 inches,
is decided by the height of the dog at the shoulders (withers) at
maturity. Any Beagle 13 inches or under at maturity is called a 13.
Even if it is 12 inches tall, it is still a 13" Beagle in
classification. A Beagle that is 14 inches or 13 1/2 inches at the
shoulder is called a 15-inch Beagle. Any Beagle over 15 inches at
the shoulder is disqualified from AKC Conformation events.

 


“It is almost impossible to accurately
predict the size a puppy will be as an adult when the puppy is only
8–12 weeks old. Reputable breeders keep statistics of their puppies
and can make an educated guess between 8–12 weeks of age, but we
have all had those puppies that surprised us and grew larger than
we thought or stayed a 13. Thirteen-inch males are hard to get and
anyone wanting a 13-inch male or female should plan on being on a
waiting list.”

 


On average, an adult Beagle stands 13–16
inches / 33–41 cm at the withers and weighs 18–35 lbs. / 8.2–15.9
kg. Females are slightly smaller at 12–14 inches / 33–38 cm.

 


The dog’s skull should be domed with a smooth
line over a medium and square muzzle. The nose is generally black
and has a “gumdrop” shape. The strong jawline accentuates the noble
profile, softened toward the body by the soft droop of the low set,
long ears with their lovely rounded tips.

 


Beagles look out at the world with large,
mild eyes of brown or hazel. Their expression is well-suited for
the breed’s tendency to beg for treats and whatever is on your
plate.

 


When a Beagle is of a proper weight, they
have a medium length, strong neck, and a broad chest that narrows
toward a tapered waist at the abdomen. The tail, which is tipped in
white, should be carried gaily with a slight curve and should have
the characteristic "brush."

 


Overall, this is a muscular little dog that
stands on straight front legs and stronger rear legs with a
pronounced bend at the stifle. The Beagle looks like what he is, a
little hound ready for athletic action.

 


Bev Davies-Fraser of Waskasoo Kennel:
“Anything over 15” is a disqualification in Beagles in North
America. Judges are provided with metal wickets to measure any
Beagle they feel may not meet the height restrictions. Another
difference is body type. In North America you tend to see a much
shorter back giving the impression that the Beagle is square. While
this issue is a hot button topic in North America, the consensus is
that the U.K. Beagle is too long in back to meet the AKC standard.
Because of the past quarantine situation in the U.K., there were
not many North American types imported to the U.K. Visually, you
can tell the difference in both Beagles. In the last decade or so,
Americans and Canadians have been importing more lines from Europe,
Scandinavia, and Australia, as well as the U.K. As a result of
that, we are seeing more Beagles that are less square and
consequently better movers. We are always trying to improve
structure and movement. The North American Standard does not
address movement, but it is still something that all breeders
strive to improve upon. The U.S. standard is fairly subjective so
breeders are always discussing their interpretation of the standard
and how it applies to the Beagles we see in the ring today.

 


“Beagles are very popular in Canada. However,
show Beagles are in the minority compared to field-bred. Eastern
Canada has many field trials and most field-bred Beagles come from
Ontario and Manitoba. West of Manitoba we do not have any field
competitions. Show breeders in Canada are but a handful compared to
the U.S. I will say, however, that the quality of the Canadian
Beagle can go up against an American Beagle at any time. In fact,
the 2015 Westminster Best in Show winner was a Beagle bred in
Canada, affectionately known as ‘Miss P.’

 


The Exceptional Nose

 


The three breeds with the most highly
regarded sense of smell are the Bloodhound, Basset Hound, and the
Beagle. In a study conducted in the 1950s, a Beagle was able to
locate a mouse in a one-acre field in less than a minute. As a
basis for comparison, a Fox Terrier needed 15 minutes and a
Scottish Terrier failed the test completely.

 


Beagles are at their best when following a
trail on the ground. For this reason, they are not typically chosen
for rescue work like other breeds, such as the Collie, that have
superior air-scenting capabilities. Beagles are, however, excellent
at other kinds of scent work.

 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture, for
instance, employs Beagles in its Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service to locate contraband items including food in airports.
Beagles used by the service have a 90% accuracy rating and can
detect as many as 50 distinct odors.

 


Popular Coats and Colors

 


The Beagle has a smooth double coat
well-suited to wet weather. When kept as pets, they should be
brushed once a week. They do shed, but not to excess, and the hairs
are very short. The breed does not require frequent bathing. Due to
the limited amount of air circulation under the ear flap, they can
be prone to ear infection. Preventive ear cleaning is
recommended.

 


Sam Goldberg of BeagleHealth.info:
“Beagles have a good weatherproof coat and although short, it is
dense and will shed rain. They do shed and it can be surprising how
much hair one Beagle can produce!”

 


Tricolor Beagles

 


The most common coloration seen in Beagles is
the classic tricolor — solid patches of tan and white with a black
saddle called the “blackback” or “black blanketed.” It is also
possible for a tricolor dog to have faint brown markings inside the
black to create the “Dark Tri” coat. A lighter version is called
the “Faded Tri.”
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Photo Credit: Carol and Lori Norman of Lokavi
Beagles.

 


It is important to stress that just because
the traditional tricolor is most popular it doesn’t make a Beagle
with a different coloring any better or worse — all Beagles are
equals.

 


Tricolor Beagles are not born this way;
initially they are black and white. The white areas are set by age
eight weeks, but the black areas can sometimes fade to brown as
they get older or even disappear altogether.

 


Sam Goldberg of BeagleHealth.info:
“The tricolor can also come in a ‘broken’ version where there are
much larger white patches breaking up the saddle pattern. Although
often described as English type, these can be found in other
countries and some breeders favour them as brightly marked.

 


“The black can be modified by the dilution
gene to produce a blue instead of the black, or a brown gene to
produce a liver colour instead of black. This is combined with the
tan and white to produce the blue/tan and white or liver/tan and
white.”

 


Two-color

 


Sam Goldberg of BeagleHealth.info:
“This is a white with one other colour — lemon, tan, or red — and
these are just depths of shades of the same gene. In Beagles we
don’t have brown or liver on white. Technically according to the
Kennel Club it is supposed to be possible to have a black and white
Beagle but no one has recorded one.”

 


Pied Beagles

 


Found less frequently than the types already
discussed are pied Beagles where they display broken markings (In
the U.S., this is more commonly called an open-marked Beagle).

 


In other words, the three basic colors of
tan, white, and black intermingle and do not occur in solid patches
(except for white).

 


In areas where the hairs of one color
dominate, this changes the look and these shades of color have
specific names. "Lemon Pied" is a Beagle with mostly lemon or cream
hairs intermingled with black and white. "Hare Pied" is mostly tan
then black, and "Badger Pied" is mostly black hairs.

 


Mottles/Ticking

 


You may also see the word ticking, flecks, or
(in the U.K.) mottle. This is a separate color pattern and can
overlay the white on any other hound color. Thus you can have a tan
and white with small black and tan spots on the white parts. These
spots can also occur on the white parts on a tricolor.

 


The mottle gene is inherited separately from
the white patterning and that is separate again from the color
expression gene, which gives tricolor or bicolor in various
shades.

 


Bev Davies-Fraser of Waskasoo Kennel:
“There are also diluted colours. Blue is a dilute for the blacks,
and lilac is the dilute for the liver colour. Liver is an accepted
colour in the U.S., but not in the U.K.”

 


Ruth Darlene Stewart of Aladar
Beagles: “Beagles come in any hound color with the black,
white, and tan or tri-color Beagles being the common, and the red
and white being the second-most frequently seen.

 


“Other hound colors such as blues or
chocolates (liver) also are accepted colors, although these colors
are not shown as often, as they usually correlate to a
light-colored eye. This simple fact of a light-colored eye may be
enough to eliminate a puppy as a show/breeding potential for some
breeders.

 


“There are breeders that advertise RARE or
NEW Beagle colors and use ‘DESIGNER’ type names for the colors
shown on the NBC site. These are not rare colors. Norwegian Blue
and Russian Blue are ‘new’ colors that have appeared over the last
few years. These colors are actually the expression of the Merle
gene. Experts have stated in the past that this dominant gene did
not exist in the Beagle population. Most reputable breeders may use
the recessive colors in their breeding program, if the overall
quality of the dog is excellent. But REPUTABLE breeders do not
breed for color alone!!”

 


We asked Carol and Lori Norman of Lokavi
Beagles about the suitability of Beagles for people with
allergies: “Beagles are not hypoallergenic, and a person with
allergies may have issues. As always, I answer generically, as not
all dogs have the same coat (and all people with allergies don't
have the same degree), but most Beagles do have an undercoat that
sheds. Although it is a fault in the breed, a Beagle with a ‘seal’
coat (has only top guard hair, flat to the skin, with no undercoat)
would probably be better for someone with allergies. However, you
don't know that as a young puppy, and they will still shed. If
someone has a general allergy to dogs, then a Beagle is normally
not a good choice.”

 


What to Expect — The Beagle Puppy

 


Bringing a new puppy home is fun, even if the
memories you’re making include epic, puppy-generated messes! Young
dogs are a huge responsibility no matter how much you love them,
and they take a lot of work.

 


Beagle puppies can be stubborn. They
are bred to be pack animals, so you must show them early on that
you are the “leader.” Like all young dogs, they need early
socialization, and they must not be encouraged to bark or howl.
While it’s impossible to get a Beagle to be completely quiet, you
can teach him to stop making noise on command.

 


The first few weeks with any dog is an
important phase that shapes the animal's adult behavior and
temperament. Every new pet owner hopes to have a well-mannered,
obedient, and happy companion.

 


As scent hounds, Beagles must be kept
leashed, so good etiquette while on the lead is an important early
lesson. The breed is not good about coming when called, and they
really can’t be left alone outside. They’ll dig, climb, and howl
when they get bored.

 


Sam Goldberg of BeagleHealth.info
adds: “Beagles are bred to think for themselves when hunting to
work a scent. They appear stubborn and you need to be more
interesting than whatever has taken their fancy.”

 


Thanks to a copious appetite, Beagles may dig
in the trash and steal food from the table. Do not let these
behaviors get started in puppyhood, or you’ll find it very
difficult to change your stubborn dog’s mind!

 


If you don’t have the time to spend working
with your Beagle in the areas that will make him a desirable
companion, ask yourself if this is really the time in your life to
have a pet. What is your work schedule? Do you have to travel often
and for extended periods? Only purchase a Beagle if you have time
to spend with him.

 


Initially you will need to devote several
hours a day to your new puppy. You have to housetrain and feed
him every day, giving him your attention and starting to slowly
introduce the house rules, as well as take care of his general
health and welfare. Remember too that treating Beagles like babies
is something many owners succumb to and this is not at all good for
them.

 


Certainly for the first few days (ideally two
weeks), one of your family should be around at all times of the
day to help him settle and to start bonding with him. The last
thing you should do is buy a puppy and leave him alone in the house
after just a day or two. They will feel isolated, bored, and sad,
and this leads to behavioral problems.

 


As well as time, there is a financial cost,
not just the initial cost of your puppy. You also have to be
prepared to spend money on regular healthcare, potential emergency
money in vet bills in the case of illness, as well as equipment
such as crates, bedding, and toys.
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Photo Credit: Ruth Darlene Stewart of Aladar
Beagles.

 


DID YOU KNOW? Research shows many dogs have
intelligence and understanding levels similar to a two-year-old
child. They can understand around 150 words and can solve
problems, as well as devise tricks to play on people and other
animals.

 


Personality and Temperament

 


So what defines your Beagle’s character? One
factor is his temperament, which is an inherited trait, and
another factor is the environment in which your Beagle grows
up. In a dog’s life, the first few months are deemed really
important. When the time comes that he becomes separated from the
litter, his reactions and responses to the world around him are a
reflection of how he has learned the essence of socialization.

 


There is no denying the benefits that
your Beagle gets from being introduced early to other dogs and
humans along with different noises and smells. When a dog learns
how to feel comfortable in whatever type of surrounding he is in,
feelings of fear and anxiety can be eliminated. Otherwise these
feelings can cause a dog to display undesirable behavior such as
aggression.

 


Apart from their famous “selective deafness”
when it comes to being called or trained to do something they don’t
want to do, Beagles are friendly by nature, peaceful with
other pets in the house, and good with children.

 


Beagles are very intelligent and
loyal. Although small in size, they are brave and devoted,
alerting their owners to anything they perceive to be a danger. If
there is one thing a Beagle can do well, it’s making noise. They
may not be guard dogs, but they are excellent watch dogs. You will
always know when someone is in the vicinity of your property.

 


To get around problem behaviors that are an
expression of boredom or separation anxiety, you must ensure that
your dog gets plenty of exercise. Beagles are easily distracted,
especially by scents, and very curious. Establish yourself as the
alpha in the “pack” to keep your dog directed. All dogs respond
well to consistency and repetition.

 


Regardless of your authority, however, a
Beagle on the “trail” ignores everything in pursuit of his
quarry. This breed must stay leashed at all times when outside for
their own safety. Left unattended in a fenced yard a Beagle will
promptly dig out to go “exploring.”

 


Beagles do well with crate training. Getting
your dog accustomed to the crate as quickly as possible will cut
down on the number of messes you’re cleaning up in the first few
weeks.

 


Lindsay Bryson of Allegro Beagles:
“The Beagle is known for their independence and stubborn
personalities. This is a breed that loves to think on their own and
will often outsmart their owners. They enjoy problem solving and if
there is something they want, they will go for it, despite what the
repercussions may be. They love people and other animals and should
always have a merry attitude in everything they do. A shy or aloof
personality is not typical. The most important thing to remember
about the Beagle is once their nose turns on, their ears turn off
and it will be hard to call them off the scent. This is why it is
important to never trust a Beagle off leash.”

 


Joan Wurst of Everwind Beagles: “The
Beagle is an energetic dog with an outgoing disposition. They are
kind, gentle, even-tempered, and very friendly, thus they make
wonderful family pets that can be trusted with children. They love
everyone and expect everyone to love them.”

 


Can the Beagle Co-exist with Other Pets?

 


Beagles tend to be quite peaceful with other
dogs, especially if they have been raised with their housemates.
You need to be very careful having a hunting dog around
rabbits, hamsters, ferrets, and other small creatures that will
look like something to be chased, although breeders such as Susie
Arden have had positive experiences (see her comment).

 


I would not completely rule out having a
Beagle in a household where a cat is already established, and the
Beagle enters the picture as a puppy. Cats have a way of putting
young dogs firmly in their place, and Beagles do respond strongly
to perceived “pack” order.

 


Peter and Val Davies of Barrvale
Beagles: “In my experience there is not (usually) a problem
relating to cats. They will sometimes even share baskets. I even
know of a Beagle who has a hamster chum!”

 


Sandra Groeschel of The Whim says:
“Beagles do very well with other dogs. In regard to other types of
pets, it depends. One needs to remember that Beagles are basically
hunting dogs (rabbits in particular). I would be especially
cautious attempting to bring an adult Beagle into an environment
with other pets and would closely monitor the Beagle's behavior to
ensure everyone's safety. One might be more successful at having a
co-existing collection of pets if the Beagle is raised from
puppyhood around the other pets. In any case, all the pets should
be watched over to avoid any problems.”

 


Susie Arden of Madika Beagles:
“Beagles living happily alongside cats is actually quite common.
They seemed to know that the cats rule and typically the cat makes
sure the Beagles are kept in their place, below them.
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Photo Credit: Susie Arden of Madika Beagles.
This is Emma and her daughter Dottie with long haired Syrian
hamster Norman, Dottie’s much-loved pet.

 


“Small critters are something else. Every
Beagle owner has said their Beagle would kill the hamster, yet ALL
my Beagles live happily with hamsters, rats, and degus.

 


“It all began when I was given Wee Ham (the
hamster), as he couldn't be handled by his owner. Miles — U.K. Ch.
Madika Nut Case — was instantly smitten and clearly loved the
little guy so much so that when Wee Ham died, Miles was quite
distraught and after two weeks of watching him search for his
little friend, we bought him another hamster!!

 


“Next came the family of degus, then the
rats, all of which Miles adored. Interestingly all three Beagles
were adults when the critters arrived. Miles was immediately
interested in them yet so gentle, licking and nuzzling them despite
being an excellent hunting dog.

 


“You've got to know your dog extremely well
to be able to trust it not to kill it even if by accident. I also
found the little furries show no fear towards the Beagles and their
boldness certainly helps.”

 


Is the Beagle Safe with Children?

 


Beagles have high energy levels that make
them good dogs for children. They are active, sometimes to the
point of being “hyper,” but since the breed needs a lot of
exercise, it’s actually good for the dog to play with the kids
until both sides of the equation drop from exhaustion. Beagles love
the activity, and they can have a fun and entertaining sense of
humor chasing balls and engaging in games.
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Photo Credit: Veronica and Rosie Longman of
Chatoyant Beagles.

 


As is true for any dog, it is important that
you supervise any interaction between your children and the dog.
Young children may not understand that a small dog like the Beagle
is fragile and they might unknowingly hurt the dog or treat it too
roughly. You are unlikely to have any trouble with your Beagle
interacting with children, but all dogs have the capacity to become
aggressive if they are frightened or mistreated. Teach your
children how to properly handle a dog, especially when it is still
a puppy, to prevent incidents.
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