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If you read my trivia books, I think you’ll notice that I put in a lot of effort to make them as challenging and wide-ranging as possible. I try to put in a lot of things that most people don’t know about so they can learn something new. I love doing trivia activities with the kids because it gives us an opportunity to learn together in a fun way. Sadly, it seems like the more access we have to information, the less people want to use it. A lot of people would rather focus on celebrity gossip and stupid things on social media than learn something valuable. Test scores continue to go down in the United States. Many adults in the United States lack proficiency in literacy, with reading levels between 4th and 6th grade.

I’ve been around a lot of kids who don’t know basic information. Some of them couldn’t spell their names; there was a 10-year-old who didn’t know his birthday but could quote many lines from Top Gun: Maverick. Many kids learn more things on TikTok than they do from books. I don’t want to sound like the old person who complains about the younger generation. But I am concerned about the future. Not just with kids, but with adults as well. So many people spend time on useless things and negative content. If that’s how they want to spend their time, that’s their right to do it. I’d prefer to learn something new or interesting. For example, today I was doing some research about a political topic, and I started reading about Victor L. Berger. That led me to learn more about the Espionage Act of 1917. Then I started to learn more about the people involved with it over the years. I spent a couple hours learning about new things that I wasn’t planning on. That’s usually how I come up with most of my trivia content. I'm doing deep dive research, and it takes me in many directions I didn’t expect. I’m always taking notes, and eventually I end up using the information for my trivia questions. 

I heard someone talking about Freda Payne; I wasn’t familiar with the name, so I looked her up and listened to her music. I could’ve just ignored the name, but I took time to learn about someone I didn’t know about. While I was on YouTube, there was a video about Frantz Fanon. I was curious about who that was. So, I started to learn more about him, and I’m glad I did. I didn’t learn about him in school or in Black History Month features. When I see or hear about a place that I’ve never heard of, I look it up, take notes, and keep it in mind as a potential place to travel to. For example, islands like Nusa Penida and Fitzroy Island. One time, I was watching an auto race and found out about Rajah Caruth. You really can learn something new every day, and hopefully it’s something of substance.
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