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Bachirou Ayedon makes a powerful entrance into the world of literature with his first collection of poems entitled The Land of Obedient Ones and Other Poems. This work presents both an aesthetic and profound exploration of African nations in a social and political leadership perspectives. The choice of words, the juxtaposition of terms, and the use of various poetic techniques invite readers on a savory adventure filled with thought-provoking questions.

The interplay of images, contrasts, and paradoxes is skillfully utilised to explore complex themes such as power, demoracy, patriotism, freedom, hope, and justice. All of this is set within a dynamic that seeks to deconstruct an undesirable world in order to build “a liberated world”, evoking a longing for a universal justice that transcends and liberates us from current constraints. There is a natural flow between ideas that enriches the reading experience of this collection, which consists of simple yet profoundly crafted texts.

In The Land of Obedient Ones and Other Poems, Bachirou Ayedon condemns the injustices faced by citizens at the hands of those who are supposed to be their brothers, sisters, and parents – those who should be alleviating their suffering through good governance that priotizes humanity. From the first page to the last, this is a universe created by the author that must be discovered and shared in order to rebuild a strong, just, and flourishing Africa, rooted in its culture and values, which the author so beautifully celebrates through his bold verses.

Codjo Grégoire Gbêho

Writer and Poet.

Researcher at Université de Kara-UK-Togo, FLESH - African Literature
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