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“May this book remind you: wealth begins not in the pocket, but in the mind.”


Dedication













To my parents, who showed me the value of hard work.




To my family, who gave me strength when the road was heavy.




And to every dreamer standing at the crossroads of wealth—




may this book guide your steps toward freedom.
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A Letter from the Author

My friend, thank you for taking the time to read this book. It’s no small thing to give your attention to learning and opening both your mind and heart to new lessons. For that, I truly respect you.

You may have noticed that my words here are a mix of English and Filipino. That’s intentional—because that’s how I really speak in life. Sometimes English, sometimes Tagalog, and often both. I want to show that learning doesn’t have to be “perfect” or rigid. What matters is that the message is clear and that you can feel it deeply.


Two Roads of Wealth is not about quick riches. It isn’t a magic formula. True wealth lies in clarity, in wise decisions, and in the courage to choose the path that is truly meant for you.



If there’s one thing I want you to carry from this, it’s this: Don’t be afraid to choose the harder road if it’s the one that will shape a better future. It won’t be easy, yes. But in the end, it’s the road that leads to freedom and true abundance—not only in your wallet, but in your mind and heart as well.


Thank you again. May this book serve as a guide for your own journey.




— Federick Q. Lambino


Introduction

Life often presents us with choices that shape everything—our future, our freedom, and the kind of life we live. Some paths feel safe and predictable, but they can quietly hold you back. Others are uncertain and require courage, yet they open doors to growth, opportunity, and true wealth.


Two Roads of Wealth is about understanding these choices. It’s about seeing the difference between simply earning money and building lasting wealth—in knowledge, freedom, and opportunity. The lessons in this book come from real experiences, observations, and small victories that showed me what works, what doesn’t, and what really matters.

This book isn’t about shortcuts or get-rich-quick schemes. It’s about clarity, mindset, and practical steps you can take to change your path. Every chapter is designed to give you insight, inspiration, and actionable steps to move toward financial freedom and personal growth.

If you’ve ever felt torn between staying safe and taking a risk for your future, between merely surviving and truly thriving, this book is for you. Read these pages carefully, reflect on the lessons, and use them to choose your own road to wealth and freedom.

.


Chapter 1

The First Road We All Take


I still remember a neighbor I grew up with—let’s call him Jun. Every morning, he would rush to catch the jeepney, half-asleep, his packed lunch in a plastic bag. He worked hard, really hard. Yet at the end of the month, his salary was gone even before it came. Bills, debts, family obligations—it always felt like life was one step ahead of him.

On the other side of our street lived Mang Tonyo. He wasn’t richer by birth. In fact, he once worked the same kind of job Jun did. But he chose differently. Instead of buying the newest phone or drinking every weekend, he saved, invested in a small carinderia, and later bought a secondhand tricycle to rent out. Years passed, and slowly, you could see the difference. While Jun worked harder and harder, Mang Tonyo worked smarter and freer.

The Lesson: Two Roads Exist

We are all walking on one of two roads.


	
The Road of Survival – living paycheck to paycheck, always running but never getting ahead. 

	
The Road of Freedom – making choices today that build a future where money works for you. 




Most of us start on the first road. That’s normal. The danger is staying there forever. The first road is crowded, noisy, and full of stress. The second road is harder to find, but it’s where peace, time, and real freedom are waiting.

The truth is—no one will force you to choose. The choice is yours, every single day.


Chapter 2

The Road Most People Take

I still remember a neighbor from my childhood, Mang Ernesto. He worked two jobs, sometimes three, just to make ends meet. Every morning, before the sun rose, he would head out, his lunch packed in a reused plastic bag. By the time he came home, his children were already asleep.


One day, I overheard him saying, “Basta may trabaho, sigurado tayo.” (“As long as there’s a job, we’re secure.”) At that time, I thought he was right. A job meant money, and money meant security. But as I grew older, I saw how fragile that belief was. When he got sick, his world collapsed. The job he thought would secure his family was the same job that kept them trapped.


The Pattern We Don’t Question

Most people grow up believing in the same cycle: go to school, get good grades, find a stable job, work until retirement. It feels safe, it feels responsible. But safety can be an illusion. A job gives income, but not freedom. It gives stability, but not growth.

We trade time for money, and in the process, we forget that time is the one thing we can never buy back.

The Lesson


The first road — the road most people take — is the employee road. There’s nothing wrong with it, but we need to recognize its limits. A salary may feed you today, but it won’t always build wealth for tomorrow.


Here’s the hard truth:


	
A job will pay your bills. 


	
But it rarely pays for your dreams. 





If you want true wealth, you need to see beyond the paycheck. The first step is awareness: realizing that if you keep walking the same road as everyone else, you’ll end up where everyone else is — overworked, underprepared, and still chasing money.


- In the next chapter, we’ll explore the other road — the less-traveled one — and why it makes all the difference.



Chapter 3

The Road Less Traveled


When I was younger, I met a man named Victor. Unlike most people in our community, he didn’t rush off to a job every morning. Instead, he spent hours reading, meeting people, and tinkering with small business ideas. Many whispered behind his back, “Wala ’yan, tambay lang.” (“He’s going nowhere, just wasting time.”)
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