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There is something about standing naked in
front of a mirror that always makes Gale feel more vulnerable than
standing naked in front of a sexual partner. Seeing himself in all
his complicated, eager, all-too-human glory is… certainly a
mood.

He's an attractive man by most anyone's
standards, a confidence reinforced through the years by how readily
he catches the right kind of attention. It's easy to tell when
someone is looking him up and down with prurient intent. Easier
still to approach and maneuver the observer into bed, whether
they're human or not. Gale's always been the adventurous sort. He's
slept with nearly every species in the known galaxy.

Of course, he reins in those cravings these
days. Ossa is more than enough to satisfy him—takes ample and
enthusiastic care of him—and Gale has never regretted agreeing to
his husband's monogamous proposal.

He can't bring himself to mourn lost
opportunities, when the partner sharing his life and his bed is
everything he needs and more.

"Are you sure about this?" Ossa's voice
ghosts across his skin like a caress, making Gale shiver. "There's
still time to change your mind."

Gale shifts his gaze to catch his husband's
gorgeous reflection across the room. The mirror rises all the way
from the floor to the ceiling, tall enough to accommodate Ossa's
impressive Vas'sian stature. Gale stands at an average height for a
human male, which means his husband towers over him by a solid two
feet. Ossa is also broader and bulkier—a powerful physical
specimen—bipedal and roughly humanoid, but smooth and sleek in ways
that could never be mistaken for human.

The intimidating size of him was one of the
first things that drew Gale's eye, back when Ossa was just an
attractive fellow ambassador in the Galactic Diplomatic Corps. Now
it's a sexy bonus to all the vast and mundane ways in which Gale
adores his husband. He will always love how easy it is for this
man—whom he trusts with both his body and heart—to overpower him. A
great many of their bedroom games play into Gale's desire to be
dominated and Ossa's delight in manhandling him.

Tonight is not about any of those games.

"Yes. I want to do it." Gale's breath comes a
little too fast, rushing with anticipation and perhaps a bit of
fear.

The fear can't hold a candle to how desperate
he is to go forward with their plan. There are other ways they
could start a family, but this is something Gale wants with
all his heart.
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