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The Prequel series is a Sub-Series of the Chronicles of Kerrigan.

The prequel on how Simon Kerrigan met Beth!!

Download book 1 for FREE:
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END IN SIGHT IS THE 6th Book of W.J. May's bestselling series, The Chronicles of Kerrigan. 

When life couldn't get any more confusing, fate steps in and throws a curveball. 

Rae Kerrigan should be ecstatic. She's found her mother, and Devon has admitted he wants nothing more than to be with her. Except Jennifer, her mentor, was someone she thought she could trust and it turns out she was after Rae for the same reason as Lanford had tried her first year at Guilder. 

There is a new face for the enemy now. Jonathon Cromfield. Except he's not really new, is he? 

Rae must go charging head first into danger in order to protect the ones she loves and, like her father, no one is going to stand in her way. 

End in Sight is the sixth book in the Chronicles of Kerrigan series. Book 1, Rae of Hope, is currently FREE. 

Follow Rae Kerrigan as she learns about the tattoo on her back that gives her supernatural powers, as she learns of her father's evil intentions, and as she tries to figure out how coming of age, falling love, and high-packed action fighting isn't as easy as the comic books make it look. 

Series Order: 

Rae of Hope 

Dark Nebula 

House of Cards 

Royal Tea 

Under Fire 

End in Sight 

Hidden Darkness

Twisted Together

Mark of Fate

Strength & Power

Last One Standing

Rae of Light



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​​​Chapter 1


[image: ]




We’re born, we live, we die.

It’s that simple.

At least, it’s supposed to be...

“IT’S NOT JONATHON CROMFIELD,” Carter said flatly, staring at the image. His body stood rigid and tight, exhaustion clearly showing on his face, but his eyes were defiant.

Devon, still dressed in jeans and a t-shirt and looking much the worse for wear himself, leaned forward. “It is, sir.” He pointed to the caption scribbled at the bottom of the page. “Look.”

Carter threw his hands up in exasperation. “No, that’s Jonathon Cromfield.” He gestured to the drawing. “I’m saying, it’s not Jonathon Cromfield. The man died over five hundred years ago. He’s not the mastermind pulling the strings behind what’s happening now. It’s impossible.”

“There’s no date of death. At least from what I can remember,” Devon continued tentatively, giving Rae the automatic benefit of the doubt no matter how outlandish it seemed. He glanced at her, his blue eyes bright. “It just says he was born in 1491—”

“That proves nothing,” Carter insisted, crossing his arms over his chest and looking down at them as if they were children—younger children, that is. “Just that he hadn’t yet died when the drawing was commissioned.”

Rae squinted as she stared at the picture intently. Same neatly trimmed curls. Same devious look sparkling in his eyes. Yes, definitely. It was the same man. She’d seen him just an hour ago, standing in her living room...from twelve years ago. When did my life get this confusing?! She nearly laughed out loud. Just before I turned sixteen, and it just keeps getting more confusing every day. “It’s him,” she repeated firmly. “That’s the man I saw. I’m one hundred-percent positive.”

“It’s not poss—” 

“Andrew,” Beth intoned, cutting Carter off, “it’s him.”

“Okay, so it’s him.” Carter’s face paled, but he didn’t argue with Beth. “I don’t get it. I’ve seen a lot, but this...” He shook his head. “How does this make sense?”

Rae’s face scrunched in consternation. Figures, Carter. Sure, she could swear it up and down all day, but the second her mother opened her mouth, he was an instant believer...

“Not the time, Rae,” Devon murmured, guessing her thoughts before she spoke them out loud. She shot him a petulant look, but held her tongue. He chuckled softly and put his arm over her shoulder.

“Well, what about his tatù?” Beth asked doubtfully.

There was no power that allowed a person to live forever, but perhaps he could have planted himself within certain dreams and memories before death?

Carter shook his head. “His tatù was similar to Julian’s—he could predict the future. That’s why we have his drawings. It’s what made him so valuable to Henry VIII. The king thought Cromfield was his best shot at getting a son. In a way, he’s one of the reasons Guilder was built to begin with.”

“Who’s Julian?” Beth leaned over and whispered in Rae’s ear.

Rae glanced at her quickly. “Oh—right.” In the whirlwind of everything that had happened in the last twenty-four hours Rae had forgotten how confused her poor mother must be, how much she was taking on faith. “Julian’s one of us. He’s a good friend. He went to school with me, but was in Devon’s class—a year older. They both graduated last year and started working for the Privy Council together. He’s living on Guilder’s campus, helping mentor, like Devon. You’ll meet him soon—he’s a great friend, one of my best.” There was so much she wanted to tell her mom, but knew now wasn’t the time.

“Which still leaves the question: if Cromfield died half a century ago—how was it that you saw him talking to Jennifer in Beth’s memory?” Devon asked with a frown.

“I don’t know...” Rae admitted. “But I know one person who could help us find out.” She looked up at Carter expectantly.

He held her gaze for a second before lifting his hands. “I already told you, Rae. I have my best agents combing the city for Jennifer, but it’s not that simple!”

Beth moved closer to Carter. “How’s it not that simple?”

Rae watched her mom, but kept her eyes fixed on Carter. “It’s not that simple because...Jennifer’s basically our best agent. Was our best agent. But that doesn’t mean she’s impossible to find,” she added quickly. “Let me and Devon go back out there tonight. Trust me, we’ll find the little—”

“Language, Miss Kerrigan!”

A new voice interrupted their conversation, and the four of them turned around to see Devon’s father, the Dean of Guilder, making his way towards them through the hushed library.

Dean Wardell? Great, Rae closed her eyes in a pained grimace, here comes my biggest fan.

The headmaster’s gaze fixed automatically on Devon’s arm still circling Rae’s shoulder, and Devon lowered it with a telltale flush. That alone should have been enough to set him off. Or perhaps the fact that Rae was dripping ash and blood all over his pristine library. But tonight he bypassed both of them as his eyes landed on—

“Beth Kerrigan?!” he exclaimed, not bothering to lower his voice. His mouth fell open, and before anyone could explain he rushed forward and embraced her in a huge hug. “I can’t believe it! We all thought you were dead. I don’t know quite what to say.”

“Perhaps now is not the time.” Carter stepped neatly in between them, his eyes making a pointed sweep of the rest of the curious students.

It seemed a casual enough gesture, but Rae thought that maybe there was something a little more deliberate to his move. Something a little more...possessive?

The headmaster stepped back with a self-conscious flush to match his son’s. “Of course! My apologies, I just...can’t believe you’re here.” For one of the first times Rae could recall, he actually flashed her a warm smile. “You must be over the moon.”

Over the moon? Really? The man made it his life’s mission to keep her and Devon apart, except if it meant rescuing his son. He didn’t like her. There was no hiding that. To see him attempt sympathy or joy seemed as likely as Cromfield being alive. The man probably hated her mother as much as he did her. Rae smiled tentatively in return, nodding and linking her arm through her mother’s. “You’ve no idea.”

Then, in what had to be the worst timing in the world, a glob of bloody plaster fell from Rae’s shirt onto the floor between them. 

The headmaster’s eyes cooled as the corners of his mouth turned down. “Rae Kerrigan.” He sighed. “I suppose you’ll be resuming classes now that you’re suspended from the PC?”

Beth’s eyes opened wide. “You got suspended? For what?!”

Rae flashed Dean Wardell a sour look before arranging her features to be the perfect mask of innocence. “If you must know, Mother, I was suspended for breaking curfew while trying to find you.” She turned to Carter with a superior grin. “But I’m sure that doesn’t apply anymore now that you’re here. And I actually have to give a security briefing on Monday to the future Queen of England. So, if the PC could just officially reinstate me, I’ll be—”

“Not so fast.” Carter folded his arms over his chest. “As I’m sure you recall, Miss Kerrigan, there were other...mitigating factors that led to your probation. Factors I’m sure you wouldn’t like me to go into detail upon now?”

Rae’s eyes flickered to Devon for a fraction of a second before she dropped her gaze to the floor respectfully. “No, sir.”

It was bad enough that Devon’s own father had guessed the nature of their forbidden relationship without the freaking President of the Privy Council knowing as well. Although, to be perfectly honest, Rae wasn’t sure if Carter was going to say anything. The depth of the emotions Devon had shown him back at Heath Hall had been enough to make the man almost tear up and cry. Not to mention, Carter was a bit more intricately intertwined with the newly reunited Kerrigan family than he had ever let on. Maybe she and Devon were in the clear...if only for now.

“That’s what I thought.” But beneath Carter’s frown, Rae could have sworn she saw a faint twinkle in his eyes. “And of course, I thought you might want to take some of this time to be with your mother. Not only to reconnect, but also...” His voice trailed off as his eyes darted around the crowded library once more.

But also...to protect her.

Rae’s throat tightened at the words he couldn’t say. Whether Cromfield being alive was believable or not, Rae knew—without a shadow of a doubt—that he was the man behind the attack on her mother. He had given Jennifer the orders to set the fire that killed her father, and had specifically instructed that her mother be brainwashed and sent away. In other words, he had single-handedly ensured that Rae would grow up an orphan. If he planned to kill Simon Kerrigan, why hadn’t he done the same with her mother? Rae refused to consider the thought more thoroughly. It didn’t matter, and yet Rae had been forced to be an orphan.

Every moment she felt lost or alone, every night when she’d stay up imagining what it would be like having her mother sing her softly to sleep, explaining tatùs and what would happen to her, protecting her from the fear of her father’s ability... Cromfield was responsible for every single one.

There was no way she was going to freakin’ let him get away with it.

“Sir,” she muttered urgently under her breath, “if you could just give me a small team to—”

“Then it’s settled,” Carter said loudly, deliberately ignoring her. “Dean Wardell, I’m sure you can find Beth some suitable housing in the faculty quarters? And while it hardly needs to be said, I think it’s definitely best we keep this under wraps for the time being.” He gave Wardell a stare that clearly stated the importance of why.

Devon’s father cleared his throat. “Yes, of course. It would be my pleasure.”

“And as for you, Miss Kerrigan,” Carter turned his eyes again on Rae, “the dean’s right. It’s time you stop taking time off for work and return to classes. Final exams are only a few months away. If you don’t pass, you don’t graduate.”

Dean Wardell flashed her a look behind Carter’s back, and Rae could tell that would be a situation the headmaster would apparently relish. Or be horrified to have her remain another year. She couldn’t quite tell which thought crossed his mind.

She held her ground, but raised her eyebrows a fraction of an inch. “So, that’s the plan?” she asked with lethal calm. “You’re sending me back to school?”

Carter’s lips twitched. “Indeed I am. You’re a teenager, Miss Kerrigan, and your mother just came back from the grave. It’s time you acted like a teenager. Now, off to bed. We’ll meet again in my office in the morning to discuss further plans.”

And just like that, the unlikely group suddenly disassembled. Rae blinked in delayed shock as everyone around her silently dispersed. Carter swept back to his office as Dean Wardell led Beth up to the faculty quarters. At first Devon lingered behind with Rae, but after getting a sharp look from his father he headed abruptly in the opposite direction—leaving Rae alone in the library.

“Excuse me?”

A tentative voice pulled her back to the present and she jumped in surprise. Then she lowered her gaze. The girl addressing her couldn’t have been more than five-feet tall. She was significantly shorter than Molly, who was already the smallest member of their Guilder group. Her frizzy brown hair hung in little braids down her shoulders, and she was staring at Rae as if it was taking every bit of courage she had just to keep her standing upright.

“Uh, yeah?” Rae recovered herself quickly. “I’m sorry, do I know you?”

The girl extended her hand with a cautious smile. “No—I mean—not yet. I just started going here in the fall. My name’s Ellie.”

Rae glanced between the girl’s face and her hand, then shook her head with a sigh. “You know who I am, don’t you?”

The girl faltered with a frown. “Um...yeah, I think I do. You’re Rae Kerrigan, right? I was just coming over to intro—”

“Then you know what I can do?”

The words came out sharper than Rae had intended, but right now she didn’t have time to deal with the little Guilder newbies. Whether this girl was going to obsess over her or just end up fearing her like the rest—Rae would rather she just figured it out on her own.

Ellie’s face grew pale. “They say you...you can mimic other people’s abilities with your—”

“Then you shouldn’t be offering me your hand, should you?” Rae cut her off curtly. “Listen honey, you need to protect your gift, okay? It’s the only one you’ve got.” Her gaze flicked darkly towards where Carter had just departed. “And you never know who you can trust these days...”

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
USA Today Bestselllng Autp '
i O JO . %.
. A ]

THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN





OEBPS/d2d_images/image012.jpg
o KERKIE Ao

WL MAY

"IM]Q“H
AW






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image013.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png
-

-

-

7O





OEBPS/d2d_images/image014.jpg
THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN READING ORDER

RN IE T e
.
MO

THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN

%‘!‘%Sﬂ:ﬂ R i

THE CHRONICLES ™ {

IR
E W B
'\‘:‘\:\M\ chroNicLES OF

W) MAY KERRIGAN

SR
_ KERRIGAN by

CHRONICLES






OEBPS/d2d_images/image015.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/image019.png
77 usa tonay
BESTSELLING AUTHOR

W.J. MAY |

\\»\ Jontasy o .. )






OEBPS/d2d_images/image020.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/image001.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/image024.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/image022.jpg
W]May [ ]" K
THE GHRONICLES i ﬁs
OF KERRIGAN m ]






OEBPS/d2d_images/image027.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/image025.jpg
KERRIGAN CHRONI

USA Today Bestselling Autiors

W.]. MAY





OEBPS/d2d_images/image026.jpg
KERRIGAN
PREQUEL.

; Le
c\f ONICLES*






OEBPS/d2d_images/image008.jpg
St SIGHT .

A A






