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1

Inside the Florissa and Eugene Hoolibasse Memorial Skating Rink locker room, Jill Belli, age 20, and Gigi Yamaha, age 19, tied on their freshly polished white skates. They were wearing their training outfits, tiny pink skirts with sequins and white tights. 

"Are you sure Charlie is here?" said Jill.

"Not sure," Gigi said. "But I heard he was supposed to be."

"Open skating?" Jill replied. "I don't get it."

"Well, you know he quit the team."

“I heard that. Unbelievable.”

“Yeah. I don't get it. He scored more goals than anybody.”

“So, you think he'll be here?”

“That's what I heard. To stay in shape, or something.”

2

The girls exited the locker room, and put their bags on a couple of wooden chairs on the second row up, where they could see them as they skated around the rink.

Stepping through the wooden gate, they skated out onto the ice. For a few minutes, they moved quickly around the rink together.

For a few seconds, just for fun, they chased each other. It was a game they usually played, as part of their unusual freestyle routine.

Finally, out of breath, Gigi stopped at the boards at the north end of the rink, near the stage.

“I heard he was in that Celebrity Isolation Booth thing,” Jill said.

“Yeah, I heard that. Bee was in that too.”

“Hey, there she is.”

Jill and Gigi skated up to Bee, with her signature bright yellow lipstick on, dressed in an outfit similar to theirs. She was also there practicing for an upcoming show for the “Ice Bunnies,” a holiday skating show they were all in. They had been friends since high school. They’d gone to Sacred Heart, an all girls’ school.
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