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      As I stood in the kitchen, the aroma of roasted turkey wafting through the air. This year, it felt especially important after everything he’d been through, and I was eager to spend quality time with him. Holly busied herself with the finishing touches on the meal, excited and energetic as always, while I set the dining room table with care.

      A sound from the front door caught my attention. "Michael!" I called out.

      "Hey, Dad!" he greeted as I pulled him into a strong embrace, feeling the sturdy young man he’d grown into. He stepped back, revealing his girlfriend, April, who stood quietly behind him.

      “Surprise! This is April,” Michael said, beaming with pride.

      “Welcome, April! It’s so nice to have you here for Thanksgiving,” I said, extending a hand before enveloping her in a hug. She felt warm and genuine. It was refreshing energy to have in the house.

      “Thank you! I’m happy to be here,” she replied, her smile bright and infectious.

      As the evening unfolded, with everyone gathering around the table, I felt comforted by the laughter and chatter filling our home. Watching Michael and April interact was delightful. They had a playful chemistry that reminded me of Holly and me when we were younger.

      While Holly served dinner, I caught April’s gaze from across the table. She was animated in her storytelling, and it was clear that Michael adored her. Yet, between the moments of laughter, I felt an unexpected spark between us—a subtle tension lurking just beneath the surface.

      “Dad, how’s the renovation of the garage going?” Michael asked, redirecting some focus toward me. It was a project where I had poured my heart, partly as an escape.

      “It’s coming along. Need to get back in there soon and finish up a few things,” I replied, looking toward the garage door as if my projects could somehow connect our lives.

      After dinner, as we cleared the table, I noticed April slipping away from the crowd, my curiosity piquing. I figured it’d be an opportunity for me to show her the garage. It was my sanctuary, where I spent countless hours tinkering and creating.

      “April, do you want to see the garage?” I called out, and she glanced back at me, her eyes lighting up.

      “Sure! I’d love to!” she replied with enthusiasm.

      The garage was a place of freedom for me. Filled with tools and scrap wood; it thrived under the glow of warm string lights. As we stepped inside, I flipped on the overhead light, illuminating the space filled with memories and creations.

      “Wow, it’s amazing!” she exclaimed, glancing around with childlike wonder.

      “Thanks! It’s where I do all of my projects. It helps to keep my mind busy,” I said, hoping to share the personal touch that made it so special.

      I could feel the energy shift as I closed the door behind us. It was just the two of us now, surrounded by an aura of intimacy that seemed to cocoon us from the chaos of the household. I leaned against the workbench, taking in the moment as April’s presence enveloped me.

      “What’s been your favorite project?” she asked, her eyes examining everything around her.

      “Hmm, probably building that picnic table over there. It was a lot of work, but seeing it all come together was gratifying,” I replied, gesturing towards the weathered wood that bore the marks of my labor.

      She moved closer, her curiosity driving her to inspect it, and I could feel the space constricting between us. The warm light flickered overhead, casting a gentle glow on her features as she looked up and met my gaze.

      For some strange reason, there was an intensity in that moment. It felt almost electric, and I couldn’t ignore the way my heart raced as she stepped closer.
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