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            Introduction - The Authors

          

        

      

    

    
      From the fall of 2018 through January 31, 2023, Charlotte Readers Podcast published 324 regular episodes, 155 exclusive episodes, 28 video interviews, and 55 community blog posts. These 500+ interviews and blog posts feature authors in at least 33 states and five countries and serve as the source material for the eight books in The Write Quotes series. The range of publishing experience among the authors is vast, from authors published traditionally with large and small presses to hybrid and self-published authors. Some of these authors were happy to publish only one book, others are New York Times bestsellers with millions of books sold, and others are making their marks with readers one book after another.

      This series is meant to inspire and educate by offering informative glimpses into the writing lives of published authors. Think of the quotes in these books as prompts for what works for you. Absorb what moves you and ignore the rest. At the very least, these quotes will give you a better understanding of how authors do what they do and how they feel about it.

      The quotes in this series have been edited for clarity and brevity, and in order to reflect the spoken word nature of the interviews, the punctuation, grammar, and phrasing have not been perfected. All the authors in The Write Quotes series are listed in the Writer Index at the back of this book. Every author who appeared on the podcast or published a blog post on or before January 31, 2023 is quoted in at least one of the books in the series.

      Learn more about Charlotte Readers Podcast and sign up for the podcast newsletter to get access to interesting content at charlottereaderspodcast.com.
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            Foreword - Sarah Archer

          

        

      

    

    
      Engaging with my writing community led me to write this foreword. When I returned to my home state of North Carolina after several years living in other states and abroad, one of my first moves was to search for local writing organizations. I joined the Charlotte Writers Club, where I met Landis Wade and became familiar with Charlotte Readers Podcast. Then after appearing on the podcast a couple of times, I was honored to join as a co-host.

      So many opportunities I’ve had as a writer have come about because of other writers and readers. Because the publishing world is so competitive, and because the career path of a writer is seldom linear, networking is an invaluable tool for writers, and it’s one I’m glad I learned in the trenches of the entertainment industry as a screenwriter. But building a network of other writers and readers is not just about seeking professional advancement. It’s also one of the best ways to improve your craft.

      In this book, we cover the revision stage of writing, which for most writers is not a solo effort. As Emily Cataneo puts it, “Outside voices can be really helpful,” and I know for myself, they’re downright necessary. Multiple rounds of revisions are always part of my process, and input from others, whether editors, critique group members, or beta readers, shows me the changes I need to make. When you’ve written something that’s flowed straight from your brain, even from your subconscious, you’ll almost certainly have blind spots because of how close you are to the work. I find that taking time away between drafts and getting feedback from other writers are the magic ingredients that help me overcome those blind spots. So, don’t be afraid to share those early warts-and-all drafts with your trusted readers. Your community will help you spot mistakes (another topic we cover in this book) and broaden your subjective perspective with their own.

      In return, you can build your writing community by offering your own feedback. This is a great way to connect with other writers and to provide them something of value too, plus it’s a perfect opportunity to continue your own education as a writer. Reading analytically and helping others assess what is or isn’t working in their writing, what underpins those dynamics, and how to optimize what’s there will keep your literary muscles in shape.

      Engaging with your writing community isn’t just good for the head, it’s good for the heart and soul. As Susannah Marren says, “I love meeting other writers. I love having writers as friends because we all share that component of our lives.” That quote, along with so many others in this book, gives me the feeling of “Yes! Exactly! You get it!” because it’s true, the writing experience is a unique one, and there’s tremendous satisfaction in connecting with people who get it. These are the people who know how wonderful it feels to place in a contest, or get a manuscript request from an agent, or finally land on the perfect title, and who can celebrate those successes with you. They’re also the people who know what it’s like when the words just aren’t coming, or when you get another rejection letter, and who can prop you up during those down times too. Plus, writers can learn from each other by sharing tips and experiences and bouncing around ideas. If nothing else, your writer friends are the ones who won’t make you feel crazy for hearing character voices in your head or having a browser search history full of ways to get rid of a body (that research for your thriller work-in-progress can get pretty hairy).

      I’m grateful for the Charlotte Readers Podcast community: our listeners, Patreon supporters, and guest authors and bloggers featured throughout this series, and now you, the reader of this book. I invite you to continue engaging with us in the future and hope you find a sense of community, camaraderie, and maybe a little commiseration in these pages.
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        Read and be around writers. That's what I would tell my younger self.

        Wiley Cash

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        If I knew it was so much fun being friends with writers, I wouldn't have bothered with people that aren’t.

        Steven Grossman

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I went to a writer's workshop, and I took my chapter that I wrote the week before and I read it out to the group and the group destroyed it. And through that process, that critical, confrontational process, I began to learn how to teach myself to write.

        Steve Berry

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        To me, the literary community includes anyone who is involved with the written word, in one way or another.

        Ed Southern

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Some people do need the Master of Fine Arts because they want to teach in academia. Others just go into an MFA program for their own enjoyment and personal growth. But I think there are a significant number of people who go into it thinking that this is the route to publication, and hopefully it will be, but it's not the only route to publication. You can learn what you need to learn as a writer, and really hone your craft, outside of an academic program.

        Heather Newton

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        With all writing, even though the author gets all the credit, it's always a collaborative effort. Any published writer knows that they're totally dependent on the team behind them.

        Peter Reinhart

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Good writers learn from each other. We mostly find success through humility.

        Ellyn Ritterskamp

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Writing groups are a great place to hone your craft. If you want to flex your writing muscles a bit, that's a great place to do it.

        Stacy Hawks

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        The willingness to be vulnerable and say I have struggled, I have not gone deep enough, or not worked hard enough, to be willing to get that interaction and feedback from other writers, from editors, from readers, it's really a gift, and the connectivity with others that are doing the same thing can really be very supportive.

        Carolyn Baker

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Joining a critique group is a little bit like dating. Don’t be afraid to just show up and try it out. You don’t have to commit to it for the next six months You can just go and see how it feels. And sometimes, you might connect with a couple of the people there and form your own group.

        Joani Elliott

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        If I were to give anybody advice, it would be to tap into the literary writing community on Twitter. I network on Twitter as much as I can.

        Khalisa Rae

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I made direct contact with a lot of authors I was reading because I was doing interviews with them in tandem with my reviews. In so doing, I made a lot of connections with people who are now my friends, but who also were willing to, when my book was coming out, read it and if they enjoyed it, give me a blurb.

        Brett Marie

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        You want community to be a place where people feel welcomed, and even nurtured, as opposed to a place where they feel put down or excluded.

        Ed Southern

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        If you're in a writers’ group, you're not having your cousin Sally tell you how great your book is when it's really not that great.

        Steven Grossman

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Authors are having to wear all kinds of hats these days and marketing is a big part of that. It comes more naturally to some people than to others. It's a good idea to learn from your community about what works for you and help each other out.

        Jacqui Castle

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        For most writers, the first full and the second full drafts are still really just about learning what it is you're trying to do on the page. And that's okay. The hard part is that it's very easy to lose faith. Especially if you don't have a community.

        Katey Schultz

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        We have a writer support group that’s literally a place to share with other writers what's going on and to ask for and offer help. Sometimes we talk about craft topics. If someone's struggling with something, they get the wisdom of the group. Sometimes we talk about more emotional topics, like I'm thinking about giving up, and we'll talk it through. It's really interesting because it's cross-genre and it's got authors at varying levels of their writing journey.

        Lainey Cameron

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        An independent bookstore is a force for good. It is a hub in the community where people can gather and talk about books.

        Alex George

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Some people have asked me whether it's a good thing to get a Master of Fine Arts degree in writing. And I say, if you've got the time for it, if you’ve got the money for it, and inclination, sure, go for it. Why not? You'll learn a lot about writing, and it'll make you a much better writer. But if you don't have the time to do that, there are so many classes that are offered every day, seven days a week, with different organizations.

        Joel Burcat

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        All the writing groups I've ever been in have grown out of a writing class. I met people I liked and whose writing I liked and then either they or I connected to form a group afterward.

        Heather Newton

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I don't ever feel like that effort put out promoting others is a waste of time. Instead, I feel like that what I put out there has been given back to me tenfold. And that's not why I did it. But it sure does give you a reason to think, yeah, being a good human being is probably a good thing for everybody. Me included.

        Pamela Fagan Hutchins

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        The relationships that I had built with other bloggers was one of the most fundamental things in launching my first book. They had platforms and they graciously shared them with me. They talked about my first book and wrote about it and shouted me out on Twitter and did blog posts about the book. And as I look back now, it really was a grassroots kind of effort, where I just had a lot of friends that used their platforms and their voices to help me.

        Kristy Harvey

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I became involved in a local writing group and have been blessed to be involved with a small core of people for more than a dozen years now, which not only is a constant source of support, but creates accountability.

        Rebecca Hodge

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I did an MFA low residency that was a really good experience because when we weren't together on the campus, we were still trading really thoughtful critiques and feedback on each other's pieces. And it taught me a whole lot about writing.

        Allie Coker

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Being part of a writing group of really excellent, well-honed writers who gave great feedback was a good push. I knew every week I wanted to produce something for them.

        Mirinda Kossoff

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        The first thing that you have to do is to leave your ego at the door. I've seen writing groups or writing organizations where the leader uses it as an ego trip or a power trip, and I think that once that happens, you're done.
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