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The road seemed to stretch on for miles. Like many others, he had dreamed of driving along Route 66. He found The ‘Begin’ sign at the corner of Adams Street and Michigan Avenue in Chicago, Illinois. John Everon wasted little time. He filled up the gas tank and hit the road. It had taken him fifteen years of working minimum wage and living with his parents to achieve his goal. And now at the tender age of thirty-three, he was here, touring the US in a crappy Dodge, often lost and lacking funds. He loved every minute of it. 

He had passed no other cars on this famous highway. It felt like he was the last man on Earth, driving through a zombie wasteland. This was like being back home in New Zealand. A farmer’s life was not for him. The drought hit his family’s land hard and John found himself handing over his wage so his folks could pay the bills. 

But all that was behind him. After this tour he would head home, find a life partner, and try to settle down. Maybe head to university as an adult student and make something of his life. Thirty-three was not old. He could still amount to something, regardless of what his father claimed and his mother echoed. Without his money, they would have been bankrupt years ago. He saved them and in return they made him feel worthless. 
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