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Introduction: Why Are There So Many Gods?
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The Rig Veda, Sama Veda, Atharva Veda, and Yajur Veda represent a highly developed religious system. These four Vedas were primarily used to encourage material satisfaction by worshiping the demigods or those divinities known as Vedic gods. Hence, the Vedas contain many directions for adequately performing the worship, sacrifices, and rituals in worship to these devas and gods to gain blessings that would help one increase in power and position, reach heaven in the future, or for other reasons.

The devas mediate all universal activities and management, including the weather and opulence such as riches, a beautiful wife or husband, a large family, and good health. Indra, Agni, Durgadevi, or Vasus might be worshiped for long life, good fortune, or plenty of rain, and the Indra might be worshiped for power or wealth. These instructions are found in the karma-Kanda section of the Vedas, which many consider the basis of Vedic knowledge. It serves to help people gain the essentials for living a worldly life. Various actions, or karmas, are triggered by our desire to achieve specific results. 

It is part of the karma-kanda section of the Vedas. There is still more to the karma-khanda segment that provides the rituals for purifying one's mind and actions while pursuing one's desires and not merely living to gain all of one's material wants and necessities from the demigods. Purifying one's habits and thoughts is achieved through faith and steadiness in performing the ritual. Through this method, one gains needs and works out desires while simultaneously becoming purified and free of them. Purification of consciousness can lead to a higher level of spiritual activity. Karma-kanda rituals had this higher purpose. The point is missed if one remains attached to rituals to pursue material desires, which will drag one further into material existence.

Vedic texts provide information about all levels of spiritual understanding, the heights of which deprive a person of material desires for comforts or the need to pray to demigods for blessings and achieve entry into the spiritual domain, the highest spiritual goal. There were texts such as the Upanishads, Mahabharata and Bhagavad-Gita, Puranas, and others. These Vedic shastra or spiritual books elaborate on the Vedic truths and emphasize different deities, such as Krishna or Vishnu, that can help you attain higher spiritual awareness and complete liberation from material existence. The other demigods cannot provide these liberations. Therefore, such texts strengthened rituals and prayers to understand one's spiritual identity and relationship with the Supreme as other Vedic literature was compiled and presented.

PART ONE - DIFFERENT WAYS TO VIEW THE VEDIC DIVINITIES

Vedic divinities are viewed in two ways by followers of the Vedic tradition. Impersonalists believe the Supreme is not a being but an impersonal force from which everything is created, as the great Brahman effulgence. They believe that all Vedic divinities are different forms or manifestations of the same Supreme Truth. It does not matter if one worships Shiva, Krishna, Ganesh, Murugan, or any other Vedic god or Goddess, because they all represent the same Absolute Truth or God. There are similarities between Lord Krishna's avatars, but differences also exist.

Various Vedic deities offer varying blessings and results from worship, so it matters which divinity you worship. They all serve different purposes. According to some, the Absolute Truth is ultimately a personality.

People often wonder why Hinduism or Vedic culture has so many gods, and if that is the case, which one is best to worship? In Vedic philosophy, we understand that each Vedic divinity has a distinct purpose, and there is merely one Supreme Being who has many demigods who help manage the various aspects of the cosmic creation, the natural forces present in it. They may also grant the person's particular wishes if they are approached adequately with prayers and worship, just like anyone else. How can they do this? Consider the following factors.

Some say that 33 Vedic gods exist, or thirty-three million Vedic gods exist. Indra and Prajapati (Brahma) are among the twelve Adityas, eleven Rudras (forms of Shiva), and eight Vasus (gods). In addition, there are minor or significant devas. Several aspects of universal affairs are administered by the devas, not imaginary or mythological beings but agents of the Supreme Will. The devas also represent and control various powers of nature. They manifest in our existence on physical, subtle, or psychic levels from within and without. The transcendentalist understands that every facet of nature has its personality.

These gods' names are considered offices or positions rather than actual names. For example, the president may be referred to by his name or simply as Mr. President. The position itself gives him certain powers or influence. A living being can earn the status of a particular demigod only after accumulating pious credit. An individual may then become an Indra, Vayu, or Brahma or attain another position to gain specific powers or control various aspects of material energy. Therefore, such beings are not Gods, and they are demigods; they hold a position within this material creation, so long as that creation remains, though some may refer to them as Vedic gods to ease conversations.

Another example is that when you walk into a big factory, you see so many workers and all they do. You may think that the factory workers cause everything that happens there. The supervisors, managers, and executives who oversee and direct the activities and workflow are more important than the workers. You will find people with varying degrees of authority among them. There will be someone in charge of designing the products. The CFO or a leading accountant may also be involved. Others may be responsible for personnel; even so, others may be in charge of factory maintenance.

The most important person is a chief executive officer. A company may not exist without him. It may not be easy to see the president right away, but his influence is felt everywhere since all projects are carried out following his decisions. As agents of the organization, managers and supervisors keep things moving accordingly.

As regards the functions of nature, all the gods act in the same way, as all of them represent some aspect of the Supreme Will. In Hinduism, there are sometimes said to be 33 million different gods. The Supersoul has also been referred to as the form of God within every living entity. There are currently over eight billion human beings on this planet, so if you consider that, over eight billion gods inhabit this planet. There are many forms, avatars, or aspects of God, but there is only one ultimate God. There is only one source of every other thing: God.
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