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Chapter 1

Introduction 
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It’s undeniable that the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles or ”TMNT” was one of the most popular cartoon shows back in the eighties and the nineties. It has been decades since I watched their original series but their theme song and catchphrases still ring in my head which causes me to smile and reminisce about my childhood.

But it seems that TMNT never really left me and the other kids who grew up in the eighties and nineties. Besides their old movies and series being regularly shown on television and YouTube, over the years more of their new movies and series continued to appear on a regular basis.

Besides this, it seems that the owners of TMNT licensed them to as many products as they can: cards, plushies, action figures, glasses, lunchboxes and so on. It seems back then that everywhere there is a kid, there must be a licensed TMNT product nearby.

But enough of my ramblings about my childhood and TMNT, I know you are more interested in TMNT from a financial point of view. The question that is probably running through your mind now is this: “Are TMNT investible?” 

The answer is a resounding “Yes” but there is a caveat: there are TMNT products that have indeed become investable assets but just like all forms of investments, they carry a certain financial risk. Namely that they fluctuate in value from time to time, increase in value only moderately, or sometimes even crash in value.

The good news is that despite this, there are TMNT products that have not only maintained their value but have also increased significantly in value almost on a continuous basis, making them almost stable investments.  

If I have piqued your interest enough that you are now taking a second thought about maybe investing in a few TMNT, then read on as this book might just be able to help you navigate the interesting world of TMNT collecting and selling.
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Chapter 2

Positive Outlook on TMNT Toys
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Yes, sales of new TMNT toys appear to be growing, especially fueled by recent media releases and a strong collector market.

Here are some statistics and insights:

Overall Growth and Impact of "Mutant Mayhem" (2023):

The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Mutant Mayhem animated feature film released in 2023 was a significant driver for toy sales.

The TMNT franchise was reportedly on track to surpass $1 billion in global retail sales in 2023, largely boosted by "Mutant Mayhem." (Animation Magazine)

The film itself generated substantial revenue, with a worldwide box office of over $180 million. (The Numbers)

Merchandise sales for "Mutant Mayhem" were a key factor in its profitability, with $50 million attributed to merchandise alone. (Deadline via Reddit)

In the Action Figures & Accessories category, Playmates Toys' Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles figures posted some of the largest dollar gains in 2023. The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles Mutant Mayhem 4.25-inch Action Figure Assortment was noted as a top-selling new item launched in this category in 2023. (Toybook)

Vehicles also saw increased sales in 2023, with Ninja Turtles contributing to the boost. (Toybook)

––––––––
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BROADER TRENDS SUPPORTING TMNT Toy Sales:

Nostalgia and "Kidults": The TMNT brand has a strong nostalgia factor, particularly for Millennials, who are now gaining more disposable income and often collect toys for their rarity, aesthetic appeal, or connection to beloved franchises. "Kidults" (consumers 12 years and older who buy toys for themselves) contribute significantly to toy sales, accounting for approximately $9 billion annually. (MetricsCart, The Toy Universe)

Pop Culture Influence: Popular movies and entertainment franchises, like TMNT, are directly driving toy inventory. Nearly 38% of parents expressed interest in buying toys inspired by movies and popular entertainment franchises. (MetricsCart)

Re-releases and Vintage Market: The re-release of new TMNT toys is seen as positive, not only introducing the franchise to a new generation but also inspiring dedicated collectors to acquire original vintage toys. While re-issued carded figures might see a slight dip in value, original playsets, accessories, and loose figures are showing upward movement in value, indicating a healthy collector market. (The Toy Collectors Guide)

Overall Toy Market Growth: The global toy market itself is projected to grow from USD 206.6 billion in 2024 to USD 295.2 billion by 2029, at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 9.91%. This broader market growth provides a favorable environment for strong franchises like TMNT. (MetricsCart)

––––––––
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT:

The original TMNT toy line from Playmates Toys was incredibly successful, generating around $1.1 billion in sales within just four years (1988-1992), making them the third best-selling toys ever at that time, behind G.I. Joe and Star Wars. (Wikipedia, Wheeljack's Lab)

––––––––
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IN SUMMARY, DRIVEN by successful new media like "Mutant Mayhem," a robust collector base, and the broader trend of pop culture influencing toy sales, the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles toy market is currently experiencing significant growth.
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Chapter 3

Similarity of TMNT and Transformers
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If we are to study investing in TMNT, then it would be very helpful to compare this to one of the titans of the toy collectable world, Transformers, who has a nearly unbroken media presence since its inception and is one of the most collected toy lines around on a global basis.  

“Are there strong similarities between TMNT and Transformers?”

It's a great question, and there are certainly strong parallels between the relevance and continuous media presence of Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (TMNT) and Transformers. Both franchises emerged from the 1980s as toy lines (though TMNT started as a comic book first), and both have consistently adapted to new generations and technologies to maintain their pop culture footing.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
INVESTING IN
“TMNT’ TOYS

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles are
entertaining, even profitable...

".___{ j A i~ ol et S0
.m?gﬁ"« 2 ﬁ" C”
e/; /}u:'<. E‘ ¢

-

T
T L
{9} |
P

.{





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





