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In this series opener, Hammer’s prose evokes the romantic diction and mythological complexity of the high fantasy genre, sometimes to an eye-rolling extent: - Kirkus Reviews

...the author gets things started with an admirable economy. It’s a 93-page novella, and readers will meet most of the major players by Page 6...so far the pacing is brisk and the world, if not completely unique, is quite fun. – Kirkus Reviews

This story may not prove to be a crossover hit like some of the books that inspired it, but readers who love the fantasy genre will find much here to enjoy. – Kirkus Reviews

A derivative but skillfully executed and engaging fantasy. – Kirkus Reviews

Hammer writes with energy—the characters rush from one danger to another, always with high stakes and mysterious artifacts involved. –Kirkus Reviews

The author’s narrative technique of rapidly shifting viewpoints from chapter to chapter echoes a similar tactic by some of the bestselling writers in the fantasy genre, and for good reason: It keeps the story hurrying along in a compulsively readable way. Hammer is likewise skillful at changing tones; one chapter can be filled with high-stakes sorcerous tension, and the next can be, equally convincingly, lighthearted – Kirkus Reviews

Readers encounter a very inventive world—one that features everything from Jinns to Greek mythology to Shaolin monks to the Monkey King, and in which the legions of Caesar can easily end up fighting hordes of vampires. Readers already up to speed on the many ongoing plot threads will find this volume a tense and fast-paced addition to Hammer’s engaging fantasy world. – Kirkus Reviews

Hammer does a good job of orchestrating the book’s suspenseful ending, which leads readers right on to the next installment. – Kirkus Reviews

A colorful and hyperactive section of a larger multicultural fantasy epic. - Kirkus Reviews

Over the four books of L.A. Hammer’s Heroes of Legend series, the author draws from an impressive wealth of sources, including Eastern philosophy, classical mythology, early horror literature of the West, as well as standard, Tolkienesque fantasy elements that form the bedrock of the narrative structure. The stories, while somewhat derivative, offer an impressively complex, action-packed series of adventures featuring the orphaned, magical young prince Matthew, Princess Cybele, and archer Tristan. In their quest to defeat a vampire king named Drahkuhl (the nod to Bram Stoker’s legendary baddie hardly feels coincidental), they find a rich and varied troupe of allies, from the wizard Eldarus to white wolves and dragons (nod to Game of Thrones) to an emperor named Caesar (nod to ancient Roman history) to gods, goddesses and spirits pulled from such avenues as ancient Celtic mythology, Buddhism and the Greek pantheon of gods. Taken singly, the four books of the series feel rather hurried as the author works to fit a surprising amount of action, plot and intrigue into the novella form. Yet Hammer’s overarching vision for his characters has a sense of cohesiveness. Even as the heroes shuttle between adventures in short bursts and rapid perspective shifts, the format offers readers the space to find connections between the separate stories and elements. It's a rapid-fire approach that may feel a bit cursory for longtime fantasy fans. For newcomers to the genre, however, especially young readers, Hammer offers a rich fusion. Although many of the ingredients here are familiar, including the sometimes-clichéd writing style (the books offer many boilerplate grandiose descriptions of prophecies, saviors and end-of-world standoffs between good and evil), Hammer delivers a fun romp featuring plentiful magic, action and larger-than-life-characters. –BlueInk Reviews

Books One and Two are for my Mother and Father,

For their love and continued support,

Book Three is for my brother and sister,

My Guardians of Fate,

Book Four is dedicated to Nic V, 

Nic was my thesis supervisor, a university professor with a passion for storytelling, and he provided many ideas and insights to this story and series, thank you, Nic.

I also must make a very special mention of and dedication to Le Minh Nguyen.

Le Minh’s tireless efforts and superb skill at creating book covers has changed my storytelling in so many wonderful ways, forever. Thank you, Minh.

Book Three Prologue

Eyes of Quartz

By the time Rodin managed to get some sleep the following day, his eyes were red and sore. He had shed tears without shame for the loss of his dearly beloved old friend Abel Rallinghier. They had grown up together, and the man had been like a brother to him. Still, it was not a manly thing for a Lord Commander to cry openly in front of his soldiers. Perhaps he felt a little ashamed for that, but they would understand he was certain.

His dreams were full of torture and torment. He saw his old friend as they were as boys together, training with the sword, equestrian training, javelin, sprinting, they were always by each other’s side.

Suddenly he woke. Or at least, he thought he had awoken. It was daylight, still with the same overcast skies, even though it was midway through spring. He gazed about in confusion, having woken on a patch of grassland, with no tents of his campsite to be seen. He thought he heard singing too. Off in the distance, a heavenly female chorus like a siren song. A series of stone pillars stood in a circle not far from where he stood, after rising from the wet grass. It was Stonehenge! How in Heaven and Earth had he travelled so far overnight?
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