
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Tears of Gold

        

        
        
          Edinburgh Elementals, Volume 2

        

        
        
          Gayle Ramage

        

        
          Published by Gayle Ramage, 2013.

        

    


Tears of Gold

Edinburgh Elementals 2

––––––––

Copyright © 2013 by Gayle Ramage

All Rights Reserved.

––––––––

Cover Design by CoverD-Designs

––––––––

Visit the website - gayleramage.co.uk - for more titles from the author.



  	
	    
	      Also by Gayle Ramage

	    

      
	    
          
	      Edinburgh Elementals

          
        
          
	          The Trouble With Pixies

          
        
          
	          Tears of Gold

          
        
          
	          Land of the Ice Giants

          
        
          
	          Festival of Fiends

          
        
          
	          The Complete Edinburgh Elementals series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Short Fiction Collection

          
        
          
	          Vulnerable In Front of Fiction

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Pleased!

          
        
          
	          Jockula (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Gayle Ramage’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


As the clock on the office wall heralded the end of another working day, the staff in the Accounts department of Halpin, Green and Buckley, one of the larger law firms in the Scottish capital, started to trickle out of the open-plan office. Most thoughts were on the night ahead where many of them would be spending their time, and money, in the pubs and clubs in nearby Grassmarket, it being the last Friday of the month and, thus, pay day. 

Cheryl Millican was one of the last to leave as she logged off her computer and waited for it to shut down. She put on her coat draped around her chair, and lifted her handbag from beneath the desk. Someone passed her on the way out and asked if she'd changed her mind about coming for a drink. Cheryl smiled apologetically and shook her head. She had other plans that evening, plans that needed a clear, sober head.

Her flat in the Dalry area of the city was only a fifteen minute brisk walk in the autumnal climate so she had plenty of time for a leisurely shower and some dinner before readying herself for the night ahead.

The house had been chosen by the usual method: A map of Edinburgh spread out on the kitchen table, a closing of the eyes and then the random dropping of an index finger onto the map. She'd visit the chosen street the next day and case the area, picking the building that seemed of most value. When Cheryl had first come to this street, a few days earlier, one of the houses had immediately caught her attention. It didn't look exactly prosperous compared to its neighbours but Cheryl just had a good feeling that she would be foolish to ignore. As if to prove she had made the right decision, Cheryl had spotted the owner of the house - a young red-headed woman - left the house with a suitcase, as if departing for a weekend break somewhere. The house would be empty. Cheryl would not need to rush.

The actual break-in had been very simple, laughably simple, in fact. A window on the first floor landing was left open just enough for Cheryl to slip her latex-gloved fingers through and raise the old, wooden frame. Once she'd climbed through, thankful there were no tricky tables or suchlike making her descent awkward, she took out the flashlight from the rucksack on her back and headed up the stairs to the third floor. As Cheryl moved through the rooms of the house, realisation dawned that she had been right to go with her gut feeling about coming here. The place was chock full of interesting and exotic items and artefacts. Many were locked in display cabinets but that didn't deter Cheryl. She only felt sorry that she couldn't take everything she wanted.
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