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            General Information

          

        

      

    

    
      The "Project Gliese 581g" series follows the high-stakes exploration and intergalactic conflict stemming from humanity's investigation of deep space, with themes of survival, leadership, and rebellion against oppressive forces. The story blends science fiction and romance against the backdrop of galactic wars and mysterious alien technologies.

      BOOKS IN SERIES:

      
        
          	
        Command Decision
      

      	
        First Awakenings
      

      	
        Survivor Skills
      

      	
        Honor Bound
      

      	
        A New World
      

      

      

      MEMBERS OF THE GLIESE 581G EXPLORATION TEAM:

      
        
        Commander Joshua Manson

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
        American Mission Leader

        Background: Navy

      

      

      MEMBERS OF THE GLIESE 581G EXPLORATION TEAM:

      
        
        Lieutenant Commander Ashton Haze

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
        American Pilot

        Background: Navy

      

      

      MEMBERS OF THE GLIESE 581G EXPLORATION TEAM:

      
        
        Dr. Julia Marksdale

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
        AmericanNavigator and Contact Support

        Daughter of the professor who discovered the object

        Background: Astronomy and Physics

      

      

      MEMBERS OF THE GLIESE 581G EXPLORATION TEAM:

      
        
        Sergi Lazaroff

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
        Russian Mission Specialist

        Spy for the FSB

        Background: Mechanical engineering, Payload, and Weapons

      

      

      MEMBERS OF THE GLIESE 581G EXPLORATION TEAM:

      
        
        Mei Li Hú

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
        Chinese Mission Specialist

        Spy for the Ministry of State Security

        Background: Computer science, Biology, Environmental Systems

      

      

      

      
        
        Author’s Note:

      

      

      The Project Gliese 581g series came to me while my husband and I were at Fort Davis, Texas. We were attending a Star Party at the MacDonald Observatory. We had spent the prior days visiting Meteor Crater, Flagstaff, and the Lowell Observatory. At the time, some of the first exoplanets were being discovered, including Gliese 581g, which was the first one I heard about at the Star Party. Many of you may know that my husband is into astrophotography. The pictures he takes of our universe are amazing. His photos of Pleiades and the Orion nebula are hauntingly beautiful, and the myth was perfect to include in Honor Bound.

      I started the series with a scene from Command Decision where Josh is watching as the space shuttle explodes. This scene comes from my personal experience of standing in the parking lot of where I was working and seeing the explosion and the debris when the Challenger exploded on January 28, 1986. I remember calling my mom and telling her that I thought the shuttle had just exploded. I can still remember the shock, disbelief, and grief I felt that day.

      If you wonder about the floating islands of Plateau, that came from the pumice rocks my sister gave me. She lived near Mount St. Helen’s when it erupted. I still have the rocks and the ash. I would put the pumice in a bowl of water and show my students how rocks could look deceptive. The kids were fascinated when the rocks floated on the top of the water.

      Throughout my books, I capture personal moments or experiences and add them to my stories. So, when you read these stories, there are Easter eggs scattered throughout them with pieces of my life mixed in. As Julia says, “Fairytales often have a thread of truth running through them….”

      Hugs,

      Susan

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Series Overview

          

        

      

    

    
      The Project Gliese 581g series is a richly imagined, emotionally charged science fiction romance saga that transcends genre boundaries. It explores not only what it means to survive in a fractured galaxy—but what it means to belong, to love, to forgive, and to hope again. This is space opera reimagined through the lens of character-driven intimacy and high-stakes mythic rebirth.

      
[image: milky way] OVERVIEW: SCIENCE FICTION WITH A SOUL

      When Earth’s first interstellar crew travels through a mysterious alien gate, they are scattered across an unfamiliar galaxy dominated by the tyrannical Legion. What follows is a sweeping journey of resistance and renewal, where technology, prophecy, and passion collide. At the heart of the series lies the awakening of the ancient Gallant Order—a legendary force of peacekeepers whose return may shift the balance of power across the stars.

      
[image: red heart] ROMANTIC ARCS: HEARTBEATS OF REBELLION

      Each central couple is unique—formed in adversity, forged in fire, and shaped by trust. Together, their stories form the emotional spine of the series:

      
        
        Joshua Manson & Cassa de Rola

      

      

      
        
        The anchor of the rebellion.

      

      

      
        
        Josh, a Navy Commander with a haunted past, and Cassa, the fierce daughter of a fallen Gallant Knight, meet when she rescues him from a crash site. Their bond is built on mutual respect, shared grief, and a common fight against tyranny. Cassa teaches Josh how to survive in this alien world; Josh helps her believe in love again. Together, they awaken the Gallant Order—not only as fighters but as symbols of hope.

      

      

      
        
        “This isn’t about one night, Cassa. This is about forever.”

      

      

      
        
        Ashton Haze & Kella Ta’Qui

      

      

      
        
        Assassin and pilot, enemies to soulmates.

      

      

      
        
        Ash is light-hearted, loyal, and lethal; Kella is a deadly Turbinta assassin raised never to trust, love, or question. But Ash does the one thing no one ever dared—he sees her. Their relationship unfolds with wit, sensuality, and slow-burning trust, challenging Kella’s indoctrination and giving Ash someone worth fighting for beyond duty.

      

      

      
        
        “I need a bodyguard, 24/7.”

        “Then teach me your moves. I’ll teach you mine.”

      

      

      
        
        Sergi Lazaroff & La’Rue Gant

      

      

      
        
        Two broken souls who find refuge in each other.

      

      

      
        
        Sergi is a Russian engineer—and spy—whose dry humor masks deep loneliness. La’Rue is a freighter pilot with scars of her own. Their relationship is quiet, subtle, and deeply touching. Through tentative trust and shared danger, they discover that love doesn’t need to be loud to be life-changing.

      

      

      
        
        “Now that I know I’m not the only one… I might survive longer than expected.”

      

      

      
        
        Dr. Julia Marksdale & General Roan Landais

      

      

      
        
        A romance born in defiance.

      

      

      
        
        Julia is the brilliant scientist whose father’s discovery sparked the mission; Roan is the Legion General expected to crush the rebellion. Yet when their paths cross, so do their beliefs. Their slow-burn connection is intellectually rich, emotionally raw, and steeped in moral reckoning. Roan’s redemption is earned, not handed to him, and Julia’s strength lies in both her mind and her courage to love someone from the other side.

      

      

      
        
        “You are not your father’s sins… You are the man who chose not to follow him.”

      

      

      
        
        Dr. Mei Li Hú & Dorane LeGaugh

      

      

      
        
        A meeting of minds—and survivors.

      

      

      
        
        Mei is methodical, brilliant, and emotionally guarded. Dorane, once a boy whose family was slaughtered by the Legion, now commands empires while hiding his true allegiance as a Gallant Knight. Their romance in A New World is intellectual and sensual, driven by mutual recognition and shared trauma. Together, they begin to imagine—and fight for—a galaxy where healing is possible.

      

      

      
        
        “You are not alone. Not anymore.”

      

      

      
[image: crossed swords] THE ANTAGONISTS: MORE THAN VILLAINS

      What sets the series apart is that its antagonists are not just evil—they are ideologically driven, emotionally damaged, and terrifyingly human.

      
        
        Lord Andri Andronikos

      

      

      A calculating, charismatic despot who fears not rebellion—but prophecy. He destroys cities not just to dominate, but to erase symbols of hope. He is a man who knows that stories—the Gallant Order, the Guardians—are more dangerous than any weapon.

      
        
        “It is not their ships that threaten us. It is what they represent.”

      

      

      
        
        General Coleridge Landais

      

      

      The cold, aristocratic enforcer. Vain, brutal, and obsessed with legacy. He lacks Andri’s vision but thrives on fear and blood. His toxic influence on his son, Roan, becomes one of the series' most powerful emotional contrasts.

      
        
        Roan Landais (as anti-hero)

      

      

      He begins as a villain—but his arc is one of the most compelling. Watching Roan shed the Legion’s lies and rediscover his honor through Julia provides one of the series’ richest transformations. He is a mirror: what Josh or Ash could have become without empathy or love.

      
[image: cyclone] THEMATIC DEPTHS: WHAT THE SERIES EXPLORES

      Beyond the action and romance, Project Gliese 581g includes themes of:

      
        
          	
        Legacy vs. Identity – Who are we without the stories we’ve been told?
      

      	
        Love as Rebellion – Loving in a world built on fear is the boldest act of all.
      

      	
        The Power of Myths – The Gallant Order is more than a legend. It’s a promise that good will rise again.
      

      	
        Found Family – Scattered and broken, the Gliese crew rebuilds something stronger than what they left behind.
      

      	
        Moral Choice – From Roan to Kella to Mei, every character must choose who they’ll be—even when it costs everything.
      

      

      

      
[image: glowing star] WHY THIS SERIES IS SO SPECIAL

      
        
          	
        Every character is complex. No flat heroes, no cartoon villains.
      

      	
        Love drives the plot. It’s not an accessory—it’s the engine.
      

      	
        It's emotionally honest. Grief, rage, laughter, intimacy—it’s all here.
      

      	
        It redefines heroism. The Gallant Order isn’t reborn through force. It’s reborn through courage, compassion, and connection.
      

      	
        It blends intimacy with scale. From whispered confessions to planetary uprisings, the emotional and galactic stakes are always linked.
      

      

      

      
[image: fire] FINAL THOUGHTS

      The Project Gliese 581g series is that rare sci-fi epic where readers fall in love with the people first—and the world second. It’s for anyone who’s ever wondered if one person—or one love—can change the course of history.

      
        
        The answer here is: yes. Over and over again.
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            Synopsis

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        A mysterious object in our solar system…

      

      

      Lieutenant Commander Joshua Manson is a bit of a rule-bender, so when he receives a summons to Washington D.C. after a challenging mission, he worries that he is in trouble—again. Once there, though, Josh is offered the chance of a lifetime.

      
        
        In a fight between good and evil,

        an unlikely rebel leader falls from the sky.

      

      

      Cassa de Rola’s family has lived for centuries in the quiet valley where they farm. She fervently hopes their valley will stay quiet, but the growing unrest between intergalactic forces makes it unlikely that her family will remain untouched for much longer. When an unusual object falls from the sky and Cassa finds a strange male in the container, she knows that taking him in will endanger the lives of everyone close to her, but she can’t leave him defenseless…

    

  


  
    
      MAIN MALE PROTAGONIST:

      
        
        Joshua Manson

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A skilled Navy Lieutenant Commander with a reputation for bending the rules but excelling under pressure. Joshua is chosen to command a groundbreaking space mission due to his expertise and determination.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Dark brown hair, blue eyes, athletic build, and piercing gaze.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Exceptional leadership skills
      

      	
        Tactical brilliance under stress
      

      	
        Loyal and protective of his crew
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Tendency to take on guilt for situations beyond his control
      

      	
        Struggles with trust and vulnerability
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        To ensure the survival of his crew and uncover the mysteries of the ancient gate while navigating personal connections in an unfamiliar galaxy.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Earth
      

      	
        Gliese 581 star system
      

      	
        Tesla Terra (alien planet)
      

      	
        Various space environments and rebel strongholds
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "Every mission could be your last. Focus on what needs to be done and train for what could go wrong. But never let fear consume you."
      

      

      

      

      

      

      MAIN FEMALE PROTAGONIST:

      
        
        Cassa de Rola

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A determined and resourceful woman from Tesla Terra. She is thrust into conflict after rescuing Joshua from his crashed escape pod.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Luminous dark brown eyes, long dark hair with distinctive markings along her forehead and cheek.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Tesla Terran
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Skilled with Gallant Order's Staff weapons
      

      	
        Deep sense of loyalty and familial devotion
      

      	
        Quick-thinking and adaptable in dangerous situations
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Struggles with grief and guilt after the loss of her family
      

      	
        Impulsive when emotional
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        To honor her father's legacy, avenge her family, and fight against the oppressive Legion.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Tesla Terra
      

      	
        Spaceports and rebel hideouts
      

      	
        Gallant Order training sites
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "The Legion has taken enough from us. It is time to take something back."
      

      

      

      

      

      POWERFUL CHARACTERS:

      The story's characters are as compelling as its action-packed narrative, blending strength, complexity, and emotional depth. From the brave and resourceful Josh Manson to the cunning and morally conflicted Roan Landais, each character offers readers a unique perspective on the battle for freedom and survival. These characters are not just heroes and villains but individuals with flaws, dreams, and the capacity for growth.

      WHAT MAKES THEM SPECIAL:

      
        
          	
        Josh Manson: A natural leader shaped by loss and duty, Josh’s courage and determination drive the rebellion against the Legion. His connection with Cassa and his fierce loyalty to his friends make him relatable and inspiring.
      

      	
        Cassa de Rola: A fierce and intelligent warrior, Cassa’s transformation from a sheltered valley resident to a key player in the Gallant Order highlights her resilience and strength. Her relationship with Josh adds emotional weight to her journey.
      

      	
        Roan Landais: A complex antagonist, Roan’s inner conflict and moments of humanity set him apart from the archetypal villain. His loyalty to the Legion is tested by his growing disillusionment, making him an intriguing wild card.
      

      	
        Ash Haze: Charismatic and humorous, Ash brings levity to tense moments. His loyalty to Josh and his newfound bond with Kella Ta’Qui add layers to his character, showing his ability to adapt and care deeply.
      

      	
        Hutu Gomerant: The last of the old Gallant Knights, Hutu’s wisdom and bravery anchor the rebellion. His mentorship of Josh highlights the passing of the torch to a new generation of warriors.
      

      	
        Kella Ta’Qui: Once an assassin, Kella’s transition to ally introduces a morally gray character readers can root for. Her dynamic with Ash hints at personal growth and redemption.
      

      

      

      WHY WE LOVE THEM:

      
        
          	
        Relatability: Each character’s struggles, fears, and triumphs are grounded in universal human experiences. Whether it’s Josh’s grief, Cassa’s resilience, or Roan’s moral dilemma, readers will find pieces of themselves in these characters.
      

      	
        Emotional Depth: The relationships between the characters—Josh and Cassa’s romance, Ash and Kella’s budding partnership, and Roan’s strained allegiance to the Legion—create compelling emotional stakes.
      

      	
        Dynamic Arcs: From Cassa’s rise to heroism to Roan’s potential redemption, the characters’ growth keeps readers invested in their journeys.
      

      	
        Morally Gray Characters: Roan and Kella provide intriguing contrasts to the clear heroes and villains, showing that the fight for freedom is not always black and white.
      

      

      

      SPECIAL STORYLINE ELEMENTS:

      
        
          	
        A Galactic Rebellion: The story balances large-scale battles with deeply personal stakes, as the Gallant Order rises against the Legion’s tyranny.
      

      	
        Found Family: The relationships between the characters emphasize themes of loyalty, love, and finding strength in unity.
      

      	
        Complex Antagonists: Roan’s inner conflict and the looming shadow of Andri Andronikos add layers to the story’s conflict.
      

      	
        High-Stakes Missions: From infiltrating Battle Cruisers to facing down the Legion’s might, the characters’ daring missions keep the tension high.
      

      	
        Romantic Subplots: The heartfelt connection between Josh and Cassa, as well as Ash and Kella’s playful chemistry, provide emotional anchors amid the action.
      

      

      

      LITERARY ANALYSIS AND ELEMENTS:

      
        
          	
        Themes of Resistance and Hope: The characters’ fight against the Legion embodies the universal struggle for freedom and the power of hope in the face of oppression.
      

      	
        Heroic Archetypes and Subversions: Josh embodies the reluctant hero, while Roan challenges the notion of a straightforward antagonist, offering a nuanced exploration of loyalty and identity.
      

      	
        Symbolism: The Staffs of the Gallant Order represent the enduring fight for justice, while the Legion’s overwhelming power highlights the resilience needed to oppose tyranny.
      

      	
        Character-Driven Conflict: The story’s stakes are deeply tied to the characters’ personal struggles, making every battle, decision, and loss resonate.
      

      	
        Redemption Arcs: Roan’s internal conflict and Kella’s shift from assassin to ally explore the possibility of change and the complexities of morality.
      

      	
        This story’s characters are the heart of its narrative, offering readers a blend of action, emotion, and complexity that makes them unforgettable. From inspiring heroes to morally ambiguous figures, each character enriches the world and invites readers to join the fight for freedom.
      

      

      

      UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS:

      
        
          	
        Staffs of the Gallant Order
      
        	
        Symbolism: These ancient weapons symbolize justice, legacy, and the enduring fight against oppression.
      

      	
        Deeper Meaning: They are a reminder that the fight for freedom is passed from one generation to the next, bridging the old Gallant Order with the new one rising under Josh’s leadership.
      

      

      

      	
        The Legion’s Uniforms and Battle Ships
      
        	
        Symbolism: Uniformity and control. The stark, cold design reflects the dehumanizing force of the Legion.
      

      	
        Deeper Meaning: They represent the loss of individuality and the oppressive weight of conformity.
      

      

      

      	
        The Rebel Fighters
      
        	
        Symbolism: Small but powerful, these ships reflect the resilience and ingenuity of the Gallant Order.
      

      	
        Deeper Meaning: They symbolize the idea that even small forces, when united, can challenge massive powers.
      

      

      

      	
        The Desert’s Blackened Vines
      
        	
        Symbolism: An eerie reminder of alien influence and corruption, the black vines growing in the desert symbolize the insidious spread of evil.
      

      	
        Deeper Meaning: They highlight the growing influence of alien forces and the deeper existential threat to the galaxy.
      

      

      

      	
        The Turbinta Assassin
      
        	
        Symbolism: Kella’s duality represents the fine line between loyalty and betrayal, and the potential for redemption.
      

      	
        Deeper Meaning: She symbolizes the morally gray area of war, showing that even those who start as adversaries can find a new purpose.
      

      

      

      	
        Roan Landais’s Inner Conflict
      
        	
        Symbolism: Roan’s struggle represents the conflict between duty and morality.
      

      	
        Deeper Meaning: His journey reflects the potential for change, even within those entrenched in oppressive systems, and the idea that no one is beyond redemption.
      

      

      

      	
        Ash’s Humor and Optimism
      
        	
        Symbolism: A beacon of light in dark times, Ash’s humor represents hope and resilience.
      

      	
        Deeper Meaning: It underscores the importance of camaraderie and finding joy even in the midst of hardship.
      

      

      

      

      

      FACTIONS:

      
        
          	
        Gallant Order Knights: A legendary group of defenders scattered across galaxies.
      

      	
        Legion Soldiers: Oppressive military force led by Andri Andronikos.
      

      

      

      PLANETS WITH DESCRIPTIONS:

      
        
          	
        Tesla Terra: A lush, agricultural planet with vibrant vineyards, dense forests, and a strong community-based society. It is threatened by the expanding Legion forces.
      

      	
        Jeslean: The birthplace of the Gallant Order and the center of rebellion against the Legion.
      

      

      

      SPACESHIPS:

      
        
          	
        Gliese 581 Starship: An experimental exploration vessel designed for deep space travel and interstellar investigation.
      

      	
        Tracer: A modified transport ship equipped with enhanced defense systems, used by the rebellion to navigate dangerous territories.
      

      

      

      WEAPONS:

      
        
          	
        Gallant Order's Staffs: Energy-based melee weapons with customizable energy fields.
      

      	
        Legion Blasters: High-powered, portable energy weapons used by Legion soldiers.
      

      	
        Hand Blasters: Smaller, concealable energy weapons.
      

      

      

      MACHINERY:

      
        
          	
        V2 Harvest Bots: Autonomous farming robots used for large-scale agricultural work.
      

      	
        Repair-Charging Stations: Facilities equipped to maintain and recharge machinery and vehicles.
      

      

      

      POWERS AND ABILITIES:

      
        
          	
        Tesla Terrans possess technological and tactical expertise, such as the Gallant Order's Staff weapons.
      

      	
        The mysterious, ancient gateways facilitate intergalactic travel.
      

      

      

      SOCIAL STRUCTURE:

      
        
          	
        Tesla Terrans: Organized around family units and small communities, with a strong emphasis on self-sufficiency.
      

      	
        Gallant Order: An elite group of warriors sworn to protect the galaxy, now scattered and diminished.
      

      	
        The Legion: A militaristic hierarchy dominated by fear and absolute control, led by the ruthless Director, Andri Andronikos.
      

      

      

      SETTINGS:

      
        
          	
        Earth: Joshua's home planet and the starting point for humanity's exploration.
      

      	
        Gliese 581 Star System: The mysterious origin of the ancient gates, surrounded by unknown perils and intrigue.
      

      	
        Tesla Terra: A vibrant agricultural planet with a mix of natural beauty and oppression under the Legion.
      

      	
        Jeslean: Headquarters of the Gallant Order, filled with ancient traditions and rebellion.
      

      	
        Spaceports: Hubs of trade and covert operations, filled with diverse species and tensions.
      

      

      

      MAIN PLOT:

      
        
          	
        Joshua Manson, leading humanity's first intergalactic mission aboard the Gliese 581 Starship, is thrust into a galaxy-wide conflict after discovering an ancient alien gate. Stranded on Tesla Terra, he joins forces with Cassa de Rola and the Gallant Order to resist the oppressive Legion forces while searching for his scattered crew. Together, they uncover secrets that could change the balance of power in the galaxy.
      

      

      

      SUBPLOTS:

      
        
          	
        Cassa's Journey: Overcoming personal loss and becoming a leader in the Gallant Order's rebellion.
      

      	
        The Gallant Order's Revival: Efforts to rebuild the Gallant Order and unite rebel forces against the Legion.
      

      	
        Romance: The developing relationship between Joshua and Cassa amidst the chaos of war.
      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Characters

          

        

      

    

    
    

  


  
    
      
        
        Joshua Manson (Josh)

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        The protagonist of the story, Josh is a Lieutenant Commander of the United States Navy. A natural-born leader with a sharp mind and unparalleled combat skills, he reluctantly becomes a key figure in the rebellion against the Legion.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        A tall, muscular man with short brown hair, piercing blue eyes, and a strong jawline. His features show the discipline of a soldier, but his expressions carry warmth and humor.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human.
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Exceptional pilot and combat strategist.
      

      	
        Charismatic leader with the ability to inspire others.
      

      	
        Deeply loyal and protective, especially toward those he cares about.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Stubborn and sometimes reckless, especially when protecting loved ones.
      

      	
        Can be overly self-critical, blaming himself for events beyond his control.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        To reunite with his crew from the Gliese 581.
      

      	
        Protect Cassa and the rebels.
      

      	
        Bring justice to the Legion and stop the Director's tyranny.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Various planets, spaceships, and rebel bases, including Tesla Terra and the Ice Moon Base.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “The Legion has a lot to answer for.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Ashton Haze (Ash)

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Josh’s best friend and loyal crewmate from the Gliese 581 mission. He provides comic relief but is deeply loyal and resourceful when it counts.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Tall and athletic, with medium brown skin, short-cropped black hair, and a mischievous smile that often hides deeper emotions.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human.
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Exceptional pilot and sharpshooter.
      

      	
        Charismatic, quick-thinking, and able to adapt under pressure.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Overconfident at times, leading to unnecessary risks.
      

      	
        Struggles to balance his lighthearted nature with the weight of their mission.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Reunite with the rest of the Gliese 581 crew.
      

      	
        Protect his friends, especially Josh, and aid the rebellion.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Freighter, Turbinta, and various rebel strongholds.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “Hey, Sherlock, when have I ever stayed out of trouble?”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Dr. Julia Marksdale

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Mission Specialist for the Gliese 581g project, tasked with navigation and communication. She is also the daughter of Harry Marksdale, whose discovery inspired the mission.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Slender, with brown hair often styled in a messy bun. She has piercing dark brown eyes and a natural elegance that belies her intense work ethic.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human (Earth).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Brilliant scientist with expertise in navigation and deep-space astrophysics.
      

      	
        Emotionally resilient despite personal losses.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Keeps secrets under the guise of protecting others, which can strain relationships.
      

      	
        Can be overly focused on the mission, sometimes neglecting interpersonal connections.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Fulfill her late father’s dream of exploring the mysterious structure near Gliese 581g.
      

      	
        Prove humanity’s capability for interstellar exploration.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, Houston, Texas; Gliese 581g training facility.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "Because my father and I suspected that it might be a gateway. If it is, there is a chance we might activate it."
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Harry Marksdale

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Dr. Julia Marksdale’s father and the astronomer whose work uncovered the mysterious object near Gliese 581g. He is a passionate scientist whose work laid the foundation for the mission.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        A wiry man in his late 50s with thinning hair and glasses. His tired but determined eyes reflect his relentless pursuit of discovery.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human (Earth).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Astrophysics expertise and groundbreaking observational skills.
      

      	
        Persistent and methodical in his research.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Overworked and sometimes neglectful of personal relationships.
      

      	
        Struggles to accept the possibility of failure in his theories.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Understand the nature of the mysterious structure near Gliese 581g.
      

      	
        Leave a scientific legacy for future generations.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Private observatory near Flagstaff, Arizona.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "There’s something out there, something unnatural that wasn’t supposed to be there. I just need more proof."
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Carry Marksdale

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Dr. Julia Marksdale’s estranged mother who left her family when Julia was ten. She could not adjust to the isolated life near Flagstaff and had a strained relationship with Harry due to his focus on his work.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Not explicitly described, but implied to be more social and outgoing compared to Harry.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human (Earth).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Practical and independent.
      

      	
        Strong-willed.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Struggles with commitment in difficult circumstances.
      

      	
        Unable to balance her personal happiness with familial responsibilities.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Escape the life she didn’t want and find her own happiness.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Mentioned in the context of Julia’s childhood near Flagstaff.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "Living in the desert outside of Flagstaff, Arizona, was not the place her mother... wanted to spend the rest of her life."
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Mei Li Hú

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A Chinese Mission Specialist on the Gliese 581g team, with expertise in computer science, biology, and environmental systems.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Petite, with sleek black hair often tied back in a ponytail. Her delicate features are complemented by a calm, confident demeanor.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human (Earth).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Exceptional multitasker, with expertise across multiple scientific fields.
      

      	
        Resilient under pressure and a quick thinker.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Perfectionist. Reserved.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Contribute to this groundbreaking mission.
      

      	
        Prove her capabilities as a scientist and team member.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, Gliese 581g mission training facilities.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "My family will understand. My father has always been proud of my achievements."
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Sergi Lazaroff

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Mechanical engineer for the Gliese 581g, specializing in ship mechanics, payload, and weapons systems.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Tall and broad-shouldered, with short-cropped white-blond hair and an energetic, hands-on demeanor.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human (Earth).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Inventive and resourceful in repairing or improving technology.
      

      	
        Experienced in space station operations.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Impatient when others don’t keep up with his technical knowledge.
      

      	
        Overconfident in his skills, occasionally leading to oversight.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Ensure the Gliese 581 operates perfectly.
      

      	
        Push the boundaries of engineering innovation.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, Gliese 581g training facilities.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "Someone has to figure out how to make it work. I can fix just about anything."
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Unnamed NASA Receptionist

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A newly single woman working at the NASA reception desk, briefly mentioned when Ash tries to charm her.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Dark brown eyes, recently removed wedding ring (evident from her pale finger), slightly bloodshot eyes from crying, and wearing more makeup than usual.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human (Earth).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Professional and composed despite personal challenges.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Harbors visible frustration toward men, likely stemming from personal experiences.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Maintain professionalism despite recent personal struggles.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        NASA Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "I must be losing my touch," Ash complained as he walked over to sit down next to Josh.
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Unnamed Pentagon Yeoman

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A young naval officer who escorts Josh and Ash to Admiral Greenburg’s office.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Stiff, formal demeanor, as befits his role.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human (Earth).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Disciplined and precise in his duties.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Emotionally detached and rigid in interactions.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Maintain order and fulfill his role in the chain of command.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Pentagon, Washington D.C.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "Commander Manson, Commander Haze, Admiral Greenburg will see you now," the young man said.
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Admiral Greenburg:

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A high-ranking naval officer who assigns Josh and Ash to the top-secret Gliese 581g mission. Known for his straightforwardness, he has a deep respect for Joshua’s late father and is pivotal in selecting Josh for the mission.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Tall and lean, with short, graying hair and a chiseled face that reflects years of service. His sharp blue eyes project both authority and intellect.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human (Earth).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        A strategic thinker with a strong sense of duty.
      

      	
        Capable of making hard decisions under pressure.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Can be dismissive and overly focused on outcomes rather than the emotions of those under his command.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Ensure the success of the Gliese 581g mission as a milestone in humanity’s space exploration.
      

      	
        Honor the memory of Joshua’s father by trusting his son with the mission.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Pentagon, Washington D.C.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "Your father would have been proud of you. Don’t dishonor his memory, or me."
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Dr. Lydia Gaines

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A senior scientist at the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center and a key figure in the Gliese 581g project. She oversees the mission’s preparations and ensures the team is ready.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        A woman in her mid-60s, with neatly styled gray hair and a warm but professional demeanor. She is usually dressed in formal slacks and blouses, with sensible shoes.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human (Earth).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Highly knowledgeable in spacecraft systems and mission protocols.
      

      	
        Compassionate yet firm in her guidance of the team.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Sometimes overly optimistic about timelines and project challenges.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        See the Gliese 581g mission succeed as a testament to human ingenuity.
      

      	
        Protect the mission from political and bureaucratic interference.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, Houston, Texas.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        "The countdown has begun. In eighteen months, Project Gliese 581g will depart for the Earth’s first interplanetary mission."
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        NASA Technicians in Training Facility

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Unnamed technicians working on the Gliese 581 replica in the training facility. Their interactions are minimal but add to the sense of awe surrounding the project.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Not described, but presumed to wear standard NASA technician uniforms.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Human (Earth).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Highly skilled in spacecraft mechanics and systems.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Not central enough to demonstrate specific flaws.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Prepare the Gliese 581 for its mission.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        NASA Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, training facility.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        Not directly quoted but referenced during the walkthrough.
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Cassa de Rola

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A fiercely independent and resourceful woman, Cassa is the daughter of Jemar de Rola, a former Knight of the Gallant Order. She becomes a key ally and love interest for Josh.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Slender and athletic with long, dark hair, brown eyes, and intricate markings running along her face and shoulders, denoting her heritage.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Native of Tesla Terra (human-like with unique cultural traits).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Skilled in programming and strategy.
      

      	
        Determined and unyielding, even in the face of great loss.
      

      	
        Quick thinker in high-pressure situations.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Can be impulsive when her family is involved.
      

      	
        Struggles with the weight of her losses and her newfound role in the rebellion.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Avenge the deaths of her father and brother.
      

      	
        Protect the rebel forces and help the Gallant Order succeed.
      

      	
        Build a future with Josh.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Tesla Terra, Legion Battle Cruisers, and rebel bases.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “What has happened is not your fault. The Legion’s actions belong solely on the shoulders of the Director.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Jesup de Rola

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Cassa and Pack’s younger brother. Though he is killed early in the story, his death becomes a rallying cry for the rebellion and a motivator for Cassa and Pack.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        A young boy with dark hair, bright amber eyes, and a mischievous smile.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Native of Tesla Terra.
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Innocent and kind-hearted.
      

      	
        Loved by his family and community.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Naïve and dependent on his family for protection.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Help his family and contribute to their work in the vineyard.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Vineyard in the valley of Tesla Terra.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “Father says the Legion will never come here. We’re safe.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Packu de Rola (Pack)

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Cassa’s older brother and a skilled fighter within the rebellion.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Muscular with dark hair and amber eyes similar to his sister. He has a scar running across his left cheek.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Native of Tesla Terra.
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Strong combatant with a sharp tactical mind.
      

      	
        Deeply loyal to his family and the rebellion.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Hot-headed and quick to anger, particularly when Cassa is involved.
      

      	
        Struggles to adapt to Josh’s leadership.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Avenge the deaths of his father and younger brother.
      

      	
        Protect Cassa and ensure the rebellion’s success.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Tesla Terra, rebel bases, Legion ships.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “If you are expecting me to get all soft on you, kiss you, and tell you I love you, you are going to be waiting a long, long time.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Jemar de Rola

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Cassa, Pack, and Jesup’s father. A former Knight of the Gallant Order, Jemar’s death at the hands of the Legion becomes a symbol of the rebellion.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Tall and broad-shouldered with graying hair, amber eyes, and the same facial markings as Cassa and Pack.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Native of Tesla Terra (Gallant Order Knight).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Highly skilled and honorable Knight.
      

      	
        Deeply protective of his family and dedicated to the Gallant Order.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Too trusting of the Legion’s willingness to leave his family alone.
      

      	
        Reluctant to expose his children to the dangers of the Gallant Order.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Protect his family and preserve the Gallant Order’s legacy.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Vineyard in Tesla Terra, Gallant Order headquarters.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “The Gallant Order stands for hope. Never let that light go out.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Hutu Gomerant

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        An elder Knight of the Gallant Order, Hutu serves as a mentor to Josh and a leader within the rebellion.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        A tall, broad-shouldered man with dark red skin, sharp features, and a commanding presence.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Torrian.
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Highly skilled combatant and strategist.
      

      	
        Vast knowledge of the Legion and Gallant Order’s history.
      

      	
        Respected leader who inspires loyalty.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Can be overly cautious due to the weight of responsibility.
      

      	
        Haunted by past failures and the loss of his fellow Knights.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Revive the Gallant Order and defeat the Legion.
      

      	
        Protect the new generation of rebels and Knights.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Tesla Terra, Ice Moon Base, Legion ships.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “You give hope where there was none before, Josh. That is the essence of a true Knight of the Gallant Order.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Jubotu

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Leader of the Desert Sand Dwellers. He offers vital assistance to the rebellion by providing knowledge of the canyons and hidden routes.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Tall and slender with weathered, tanned skin, piercing dark eyes, and robes that blend into the desert environment.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Tesla Terra native (Desert Sand Dweller).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Highly knowledgeable about the desert’s terrain and survival tactics.
      

      	
        Charismatic leader, earning the respect of his people.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Distrustful of outsiders.
      

      	
        Limited ability to help beyond his territory.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Protect his people from the Legion and ensure their survival.
      

      	
        Assist the Gallant Order to preserve freedom across Tesla Terra.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Desert canyons of Tesla Terra.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “Your father was a great warrior. He would be proud of you and your brother.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Desert Sand Dwellers

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A nomadic tribe living in the deserts of Tesla Terra. They are skilled survivalists who use their knowledge of the terrain to evade and occasionally sabotage Legion forces.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Typically tall and lean, with skin weathered from the harsh desert sun. They wear sand-colored robes and protective gear to blend into their environment.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Tesla Terra natives.
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Intimate knowledge of the canyons and underground rivers.
      

      	
        Stealth and evasion tactics, making them hard to track.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Limited resources and technology.
      

      	
        Reluctant to trust outsiders due to past betrayals.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Preserve their way of life and protect their people.
      

      	
        Assist in the rebellion to ensure their survival.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Desert canyons and underground river systems on Tesla Terra.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “The Legion wishes to control us, but we will not give in.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Devona

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Owner of the Sandsabar and a key ally of the rebellion, providing safe passage, information, and resources to the Gallant Order.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Stout and strong, with short-cropped hair and sharp green eyes. She carries herself with an air of authority and confidence.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Jeslean native.
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Skilled in gathering intelligence and creating distractions.
      

      	
        Deep connections within the rebellion and underground networks.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Blunt and sometimes too confrontational.
      

      	
        Her loyalty to the rebellion puts her business and life at constant risk.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Overthrow the Legion and restore freedom to Jeslean.
      

      	
        Protect her bar and the people who rely on her.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Sandsabar, Tesla Terra cities.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “You must go now. Legion forces are approaching.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Bantu de Gaul (Squeals)

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A former Service Bot programmer for the Legion, Bantu aids the rebellion by using his inside knowledge of Legion systems to sabotage their efforts.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Slender with pale skin, nervous eyes, and a boyish face that belies his intelligence.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Tesla Terran
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Expert in programming and hacking, particularly Legion systems.
      

      	
        Resourceful and quick-thinking under pressure.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Nervous and unsure of himself in combat situations.
      

      	
        Haunted by his time in the Legion and the destruction of his family.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Avenge his family and destroy the Legion.
      

      	
        Prove himself to the Gallant Order and to Cassa.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Legion ships, Tesla Terra, Gallant Order bases.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “I’ve got this. I know the ships and the way around better than anyone else.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Kella Ta’Qui

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A former Turbinta assassin who becomes a reluctant ally of the Gallant Order after saving Ash’s life.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Lean and athletic with forest green skin and clear, dark brown eyes, and short, choppy black hair. Her face is oval-shaped, her eyes are almond-shaped, her nose is slender, and her lips are full. A tattoo along her neck marks her as Turbinta. Her movements are precise, and she carries herself with the calculated grace of a trained killer.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Turbinta (any humanoid species raised on Turbinta planet, genetically modified, and trained to kill).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Mastery in combat, stealth, and tactical planning.
      

      	
        Resourceful, with a sharp mind for strategy.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Distrustful and cynical due to her past as an assassin.
      

      	
        Struggles with guilt and seeks redemption for her actions.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Redeem herself by aiding the Gallant Order.
      

      	
        Protect Ash and help locate the remaining members of the Gliese crew.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Freighter, Turbinta, and various rebel locations.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “It was what I was paid to do. That doesn’t mean I can’t choose differently now.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Gallant Order Knights

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A legendary group of warriors dedicated to justice and freedom across the galaxy. The order was almost entirely destroyed by the Director, with only a few surviving members.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Each Knight is distinguished by their unique Staff, a powerful weapon passed down from Knight to Knight. They wear battle armor with the insignia of the Gallant Order.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Various (mostly Jeslean natives).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Skilled in combat, leadership, and strategy.
      

      	
        Possess a strong moral code and inspire hope.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Nearly wiped out, leaving limited resources and manpower.
      

      	
        Struggle to rebuild while fighting against overwhelming odds.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Restore the Gallant Order and defeat the Legion.
      

      	
        Protect the galaxy’s inhabitants from tyranny.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Gallant Order bases, Tesla Terra, Jeslean.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “The Gallant Order stands for hope. Never let that light go out.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        General Roan Landais

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        A high-ranking Legion General, Roan is a complex character torn between loyalty to the Legion and growing doubts about its morality.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Tall and imposing with dark, sharp features, piercing gray eyes, and a commanding presence.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Jeslean and Plateauan (raised on Jeslean after his mother’s death).
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Brilliant strategist and skilled combatant.
      

      	
        Commanding authority and the respect of his troops.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Struggles with internal conflict and his family’s dark history.
      

      	
        Hesitant to openly defy the Director despite his growing doubts.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Maintain order and protect his soldiers.
      

      	
        Uncover the truth about the mysterious signals and the resurgence of the Gallant Order.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Legion Battle Cruisers, Jeslean cities.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “Do not disappoint me again. The Director will not be so forgiving next time.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Coleridge Landais

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        Roan’s father and a powerful figure in the Legion, Coleridge is as ruthless and cunning as the Director.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        60 and battle-hardened with scars marring his face, he is a physically imposing man with silver hair, pale gray eyes, and a perpetually stern expression.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Jeslean native.
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Manipulative and highly intelligent.
      

      	
        Unwavering loyalty to the Legion’s cause.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Cold and calculating, with no regard for others’ lives.
      

      	
        Dismissive of any moral objections to the Legion’s methods.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Ensure the Legion’s dominance and maintain his family’s legacy.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Jeslean, Legion headquarters.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “If he betrays you, I will kill him myself.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Director Andri Andronikos

      

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          	
        Description:
      
        	
        The ruthless and power-hungry leader of the Legion. He is the primary antagonist, orchestrating the destruction of the Gallant Order and rebel forces.
      

      

      

      	
        Physical Characteristics:
      
        	
        Slender and pale with dark, piercing eyes, and sharp, angular features. He exudes an aura of menace and authority.
      

      

      

      	
        Species:
      
        	
        Jeslean native.
      

      

      

      	
        Strengths:
      
        	
        Master manipulator and brilliant strategist.
      

      	
        Commands absolute loyalty through fear and power.
      

      

      

      	
        Flaws:
      
        	
        Overconfident and dismissive of his enemies.
      

      	
        Paranoia leads to irrational decisions.
      

      

      

      	
        Motivations:
      
        	
        Maintain control over the galaxy and crush all resistance.
      

      	
        Eliminate the Gallant Order and secure his legacy.
      

      

      

      	
        Settings:
      
        	
        Legion headquarters, Jeslean.
      

      

      

      	
        Quote:
      
        	
        “Legion Battle Cruisers will level Tesla Terra. No one will stand against me.”
      

      

      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Chapter Summaries

          

        

      

    

    
    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Prologue

          

        

      

    

    
      Summary:

      
        
          	
        Joshua Manson, nearly eighteen years old, watches in shock as the Space Shuttle carrying his father explodes shortly after liftoff. The tragedy marks the end of his last family connection and sets the foundation for his future in the military and space exploration. Struggling with grief, Josh reflects on the argument he had with his father the night before, regretting his harsh words. Supported only by his best friend, Ash, Josh comes to terms with the loss and the vast, isolating nature of space, which his father had once described with awe.
      

      

      

      
        
        Notable Quotes:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Josh: “Aw, shit. I love you, Dad. I hope you knew that. I love you."
      

      	
        Narrator: Right now, that space felt big, scary, and lonely to Josh.
      

      	
        Josh’s Dad: “There was nothing like seeing the Earth from above to give you an appreciation for just how alone and isolated we were in the vastness of space."
      

      

      

      
        
        Important Events:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Josh witnesses the Space Shuttle explosion, losing his father, the last member of his family.
      

      	
        He reflects on a recent argument with his father about his military aspirations, wishing he could take back his angry words.
      

      	
        Ash, his best friend, calls to offer support, highlighting their strong bond.
      

      	
        Josh internalizes his father's view of space as isolating yet awe-inspiring, foreshadowing his connection to exploration and his role in the story.
      

      

      

      
        
        Special Places:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Kennedy Space Center: The launch pad becomes a symbol of human ambition and the fragile nature of life.
      

      	
        The Bus: A confined space where Josh begins to process his grief among other grieving families.
      

      

      

      
        
        Characters Introduced:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Joshua Manson: The teenage protagonist whose life is forever changed by his father's death.
      

      	
        Edward Manson: Josh's father, a passionate astronaut whose last mission ends in tragedy.
      

      	
        Ashton "Ash" Haze: Josh's best friend and emotional anchor during this traumatic time.
      

      

      

      
        
        Literary Analysis:

      

      

      
        
          	
        The prologue establishes Josh's motivations and sets a deeply emotional tone for the story. The juxtaposition of the vastness of space and Josh's personal loss creates a poignant sense of isolation and resilience. The argument with his father and Josh's regret add depth to his character, while Ash's unwavering support highlights themes of friendship and loyalty. The tragic imagery of the shuttle explosion and the skeletal tower frames the fragility of life and ambition, setting up Josh's drive to honor his father's legacy.
      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
Chapter One


          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Summary:

      

      

      
        
          	
        The chapter begins with Julia Marksdale supporting her father, Harry, at his private observatory near Flagstaff, Arizona. Harry, a dedicated astronomer, is deeply engrossed in studying unexplained anomalies in the Gliese 581 system. Julia worries about his health and growing obsession, but she also shares his passion for the stars. Eight years later, the narrative shifts to Lieutenant Commander Joshua Manson, who is summoned to the Pentagon with his best friend, Ashton "Ash" Haze. Both men expect disciplinary action due to a prior mission but are instead assigned to a top-secret operation connected to astronaut training. The chapter establishes Julia's and Joshua's respective paths and hints at their eventual convergence through the mysterious mission.
      

      

      

      
        
        Notable Quotes:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Julia: "I love you, Dad."
      

      	
        Harry: "There was something out there, something unnatural that wasn't supposed to be there."
      

      	
        Admiral Greenburg: "I was asked to pick two candidates that would be crazy enough to take on a suicide mission. You two came up."
      

      	
        Ash: "When you are taken by surprise, I know shit is about to hit the fan."
      

      

      

      
        
        Important Events:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Julia supports her father's research into the Gliese system, hinting at the later mission's origins.
      

      	
        Harry identifies anomalies in his data, suspecting something unnatural near Gliese 581.
      

      	
        Joshua and Ash are summoned to the Pentagon, anticipating disciplinary action.
      

      	
        Admiral Greenburg assigns Joshua and Ash to a classified mission connected to space exploration.
      

      	
        The seeds of mystery and danger are planted, with hints of the high stakes involved.
      

      

      

      
        
        Special Places:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Marksdale Observatory: Harry's private observatory and the origin of the Gliese mission.
      

      	
        Pentagon: The site where Joshua and Ash are reassigned to a top-secret operation.
      

      	
        Boundary Bar (mentioned): A meeting place for Joshua and Ash after their assignment.
      

      

      

      
        
        Characters Introduced:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Julia Marksdale: A passionate and capable astronomer supporting her father's work.
      

      	
        Harry Marksdale: Julia's father, an obsessed astronomer investigating anomalies near Gliese 581.
      

      	
        Joshua Manson: A Navy Lieutenant Commander, skilled and determined, but wary of surprises.
      

      	
        Ashton "Ash" Haze: Joshua's loyal and easygoing best friend with a knack for humor.
      

      	
        Admiral Greenburg: The officer responsible for selecting Joshua and Ash for the classified mission.
      

      

      

      
        
        Literary Analysis:

      

      

      
        
          	
        The chapter juxtaposes Julia's quiet, contemplative life with Joshua's high-pressure military career, creating a narrative balance between exploration and action. Harry's obsession with the Gliese anomalies introduces the central mystery, while Joshua and Ash's assignment to a "suicide mission" heightens the stakes. Themes of loyalty and trust are emphasized through Julia's relationship with her father and Joshua's bond with Ash. The chapter effectively sets up the characters' motivations and foreshadows the challenges of the upcoming mission.
      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
Chapter Two


          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Summary:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Joshua Manson and Ashton Haze report to the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, where they are introduced to Project Gliese 581g. Lydia Gaines, a senior scientist, provides their initial orientation and introduces them to Dr. Julia Marksdale, the mission specialist. The men learn they have been selected for a highly classified mission aboard the Gliese 581 Starship, a long-range spacecraft designed for interplanetary exploration. They meet their crew and learn of the original crew's tragic demise in a helicopter crash, which also took Julia's father. While they are briefed on the ship's capabilities and their roles, they realize much about the mission remains shrouded in secrecy.
      

      

      

      
        
        Notable Quotes:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Lydia: "You'll need to keep that with you at all times. If you don't, you'll find yourself locked out."
      

      	
        Julia: "To discover if we are alone in the universe or not."
      

      	
        Josh: "Where exactly are we going?"
      

      	
        Julia: "The team needs you, but this mission is on a volunteer basis because of its nature."
      

      

      

      
        
        Important Events:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Josh and Ash are introduced to Project Gliese 581g and the Gliese 581 Starship, a spacecraft for interstellar exploration.
      

      	
        The men meet their team members: Dr. Mei Li Hú, a computer and environmental specialist, and Sergi Lazaroff, an engineer specializing in payloads and systems.
      

      	
        Julia reveals that the original crew and backup team died in a helicopter crash, including her father.
      

      	
        The briefing establishes the mission's tight timeline of 18 months to launch, with Josh as the commander and Ash as the pilot.
      

      	
        Josh and Ash are informed that the mission will explore whether humanity is alone in the universe.
      

      

      

      
        
        Special Places:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center: The central hub for training and planning the interstellar mission.
      

      	
        Gliese 581 Trainer: A replica of the spacecraft's control center, showcasing its advanced design and technology.
      

      	
        Conference Room: A mini-theater where the team is briefed and introduced to the mission.
      

      

      

      
        
        Characters Introduced:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Lydia Gaines: A senior scientist overseeing training and operations for the mission.
      

      	
        Dr. Julia Marksdale: The mission specialist with a personal connection to the project.
      

      	
        Dr. Mei Li Hú: A computer and environmental systems expert from the Chinese space agency.
      

      	
        Sergi Lazaroff: A mechanical engineer with expertise in payload systems.
      

      

      

      
        
        Literary Analysis:

      

      

      
        
          	
        This chapter builds intrigue by blending introductions to the mission, the spacecraft, and the team with hints of secrecy and tragedy. Julia's grief over the loss of her father adds an emotional layer to the story, while the advanced technology of the Gliese 581 Starship underscores the mission's ambitious nature. Themes of teamwork, trust, and the unknown emerge as Josh and Ash begin to understand the stakes of their assignment. The chapter's final question—"Where exactly are we going?"—leaves a foreboding sense of mystery and sets up the mission's deeper secrets.
      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
Chapter Three


          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Summary:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Joshua Manson confronts Julia Marksdale during an early morning run, expressing his frustrations about the secrecy surrounding the mission. Julia, after receiving final clearance, shares with Joshua critical details about the project's true purpose: an interstellar journey to investigate an unidentified mechanical object near the Gliese 581g system. Later, in a formal meeting with the entire team, Julia presents the scientific discoveries leading to the mission and reveals the object's potential as a gateway. The team members, despite their doubts, unanimously agree to proceed with the mission, understanding the risks involved.
      

      

      

      
        
        Notable Quotes:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Julia: “Would you still agree to go on this mission if you knew that you would probably never make it back to Earth?"
      

      	
        Julia: "Because my father and I suspected that it might be a gateway. New data continues to support that possibility."
      

      	
        Ash: “I always knew following you was going to get me into a world of trouble. I just never expected it to be out of the solar system."
      

      

      

      
        
        Important Events:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Joshua confronts Julia about the mission's secrecy, prompting her to disclose the classified details.
      

      	
        Julia reveals the discovery of a mysterious object near Gliese 581g, which appears to be a mechanical gateway.
      

      	
        The team reviews slides of the object, including recent images taken by advanced telescopes.
      

      	
        Julia asks each crew member if they are willing to proceed, knowing they might never return to Earth.
      

      	
        The team members unanimously agree to the mission, despite the significant risks involved.
      

      

      

      
        
        Special Places:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Training Compound: A base where the crew undergoes rigorous training and discussions about the mission.
      

      	
        Conference Room: The site of Julia's critical presentation and the team's decision-making process.
      

      	
        Gliese 581 Star System: The mysterious origin of the ancient gates, surrounded by unknown perils and intrigue.
      

      

      

      
        
        Characters Introduced:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Mei: A skilled scientist with a family, adding emotional depth to the stakes of the mission.
      

      	
        Sergi: A talented engineer known for his ability to repair and adapt technology.
      

      

      

      
        
        Literary Analysis:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Chapter 3 deepens the plot by revealing the mission's true objective and highlighting the personal stakes for the crew. Julia's leadership and transparency mark a turning point in team dynamics, fostering trust among the members. The scientific intrigue surrounding the gateway introduces elements of wonder and danger, emphasizing the theme of human curiosity and its consequences. The chapter's reflective tone, paired with moments of humor and camaraderie, balances the gravity of the decision with the characters' resilience and determination.
      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
Chapter Four


          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Summary:

      

      

      
        
          	
        The Gliese 581 Starship crew launches from Earth aboard a Soyuz rocket to begin humanity's first interstellar mission. As they dock with the Gliese 581, the crew marvels at the ship's advanced technology, built for extended space travel. Over five days, they adjust to life aboard the ship, including artificial gravity systems. Tensions and humor emerge as the crew begins to grapple with the magnitude of their journey. With Earth fading from view, they face the sobering reality of their mission: to explore the unknown and uncover whether humanity is truly alone. Josh reflects on his father's advice about missions in space, grounding himself for the journey ahead.
      

      

      

      
        
        Notable Quotes:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Mission Control: "Locking assembly has engaged, Gliese 581. Welcome aboard your new home."
      

      	
        Julia: "To discover if we are alone in the universe or not."
      

      	
        Josh's Father: "Every mission could be your last, son. You focus on what needs to be done... but don't let fear consume you."
      

      	
        Sergi: "It will be a piece of pie. I would say we have a billion to one chance of making it back in one piece."
      

      

      

      
        
        Important Events:

      

      

      
        
          	
        The crew successfully launches from the Baikonur Cosmodrome aboard the Soyuz rocket.
      

      	
        They dock with the Gliese 581 Starship and begin acclimating to their new environment.
      

      	
        The artificial gravity system proves functional, offering a glimpse of the ship's advanced technology.
      

      	
        The crew engages in lighthearted banter, particularly between Mei and Sergi, contrasting the gravity of their mission.
      

      	
        Josh reflects on his father's wisdom about missions and the importance of focus and preparation.
      

      	
        The crew prepares for departure, fully aware of the risks and challenges that lie ahead.
      

      

      

      
        
        Special Places:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Baikonur Cosmodrome: The launch site for the crew's historic journey.
      

      	
        Gliese 581 Starship: A state-of-the-art spacecraft designed for interstellar travel, featuring artificial gravity and advanced visual systems.
      

      	
        Virtual Window: A simulated window providing a stunning view of Earth and reducing the psychological effects of isolation.
      

      

      

      
        
        Characters Introduced:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Mei Li Hú and Sergi Lazaroff (expanded roles): Their playful interactions provide comic relief and highlight their contrasting personalities.
      

      	
        Edward Manson (in memory): Josh recalls his father's wisdom about missions, reinforcing Josh's resolve.
      

      

      

      
        
        Literary Analysis:

      

      

      
        
          	
        This chapter marks the transition from Earth to space, emphasizing both the technological achievements and the human challenges of interstellar travel. The lighthearted camaraderie among the crew contrasts with the underlying tension of their journey into the unknown. Josh's reflections on his father's advice ground him in the mission's purpose and the stakes involved. Themes of teamwork, resilience, and exploration underscore the chapter, setting the tone for the monumental challenges ahead.
      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
Chapter Five


          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Summary:

      

      

      
        
          	
        The crew of the Gliese 581 has been observing a mysterious alien structure for months, confirming its reality as they approach closer. Tensions rise as Sergi pushes for a spacewalk to study the object, while Josh prioritizes safety and caution. Julia and Mei's analysis reveals the structure is part of a larger array of six evenly spaced objects with no visible connections. Using remotely operated space vehicles (ROSVs), the crew maps the alien structures and identifies a damaged section, providing an opportunity for closer inspection. Josh decides to lead the first spacewalk, alongside Sergi, to investigate the damage, initiating a crucial next step in the mission.
      

      

      

      
        
        Notable Quotes:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Ash: "I know this is what the mission was about, but damn if I really thought we'd find anything."
      

      	
        Julia: "Who left this? What is it? Why is it here? Where did they go?"
      

      	
        Josh: "It's my responsibility to keep everyone on this mission alive. We don't do anything until I'm sure it is safe."
      

      	
        Mei: "There's no telling how long they have been here. Surely, they would have separated."
      

      

      

      
        
        Important Events:

      

      

      
        
          	
        The crew observes and confirms the alien structures, which are perfectly aligned and evenly spaced, raising questions about their purpose.
      

      	
        Julia and Mei work together to analyze the ROSV data, while Sergi prepares for a potential spacewalk.
      

      	
        Josh communicates with Earth, receiving orders to document and retrieve information while ensuring Earth's safety.
      

      	
        After five weeks of mapping, a damaged section of one object provides an opportunity for closer examination.
      

      	
        Josh decides to lead the first spacewalk with Sergi, marking a pivotal moment in the mission.
      

      

      

      
        
        Special Places:

      

      

      
        
          	
        The Alien Array: Six massive, circular structures evenly spaced and potentially connected, floating in deep space.
      

      	
        Gliese 581 Starship: The crew's base of operations, equipped with advanced mapping and remote exploration technology.
      

      	
        Virtual Wall: The high-tech display enabling detailed analysis of the alien structures and mapping data.
      

      

      

      
        
        Characters Introduced or Expanded:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Sergi Lazaroff: Demonstrates his eagerness to study the alien structures, advocating for a hands-on approach.
      

      	
        Julia Marksdale: Brings key insights into the alignment of the objects and reflects on her father's legacy.
      

      	
        Mei Li Hú: Balances scientific curiosity with caution, providing technical support for the mapping and analysis.
      

      

      

      
        
        Literary Analysis:

      

      

      
        
          	
        This chapter emphasizes the crew's growing sense of awe and apprehension as they draw closer to the alien structures. Themes of discovery and danger are juxtaposed, with Josh's cautious leadership contrasting Sergi's eagerness and Julia's excitement. The damaged structure introduces a new layer of tension, as the crew prepares for their first direct contact. Questions of origin, purpose, and potential threat highlight the unknown nature of the mission, pulling readers further into the mystery of the alien artifacts.
      

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
Chapter Six


          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Summary:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Josh and Sergi conduct a high-stakes spacewalk to investigate the damaged section of one of the alien gates. While the crew maintains humor and camaraderie, the reality of the mission's risks becomes evident. Sergi discovers that the gate's construction, while alien, follows familiar mechanical and electrical principles, hinting at the possibility of repairs. Communication interference from the metal structure adds tension to the operation, emphasizing the alien nature of the technology. Back aboard the Gliese, the crew discusses the implications of Sergi's findings, debating the risks and potential rewards of repairing the gate. Despite the dangers, Josh decides to proceed cautiously, prioritizing Earth's safety while seeking answers.
      

      

      

      
        
        Notable Quotes:

      

      

      
        
          	
        Sergi: "Life is good, my friend. I finally get to do what I came for."
      

      	
        Josh: "You can repair this."
      

      	
        Ash: "The only thing that kept me from coming out there and retrieving your ass was the fact that I knew you wouldn't die without saying goodbye."
      

      	
        Josh: "Let's do this."
      

      

      

      Important Events:

      
        
          	
        Josh and Sergi inspect the damaged section of the alien gate, discovering its unique yet familiar mechanical design.
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DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.
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