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My mother always worried whenever I left home to tend to our flock of goats in the evening. She would fuss and pace in the middle of our adobe house, fidgeting with her hands as she thoroughly examined me to make sure I had everything necessary for the journey ahead. I was smaller in those days, not half a year over the age of twelve and alarmingly slim, but I was the only one capable of guarding our livestock, which had rapidly become our primary source of income.

My family lived on the outskirts of an island town, one surrounded by the mountains and rolling hills of Flores Repentinas, a region that was supposed to be known for its fertile soils and seasonal bounties. We were first and foremost sugarcane farmers, but had always dabbled in buying and breeding livestock for both the money we could make from furs and the convenience of emergency meat. That proved to be smart, as a sudden drought eliminated our chances of farming to make a living.
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