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Mankind’s Final 7 Years 

Before Christ Returns 

A verse-by-verse explanation of the book of Revelation

Introduction

This is a study of the book of Revelation, as it relates to the 70th week of Daniel, or the last seven years of life on earth as we know it.

Daniel 9:24-27 prophecies seventy weeks of years, or 490 years, beginning at the royal decree to restore the temple and the wall at Jerusalem, until the end of the age. The 70 weeks, however, are broken down into periods of 7 weeks, 62 weeks, and 1 week.

The first 7 weeks, or 49 years, is from the decree until the temple and wall were finally rebuilt. The 62 weeks, or 434 years, extended until the time the messiah would be crucified. But because of the way the prophecy is worded, there is an unspecified time period between the 69 weeks and the final 70th week. From the time of the crucifixion of Jesus, until now, we have been in that waiting period before the prophetic clock begins ticking off the last seven years. The majority of Revelation covers this seven year period, and tends to focus mostly on the second half of the seven years.

Chapters 1-3 of Revelation are introduction and messages to the seven churches. In chapter 4, John stands before the throne of God to be given revelation of Daniel’s 70th week. The events begin to unfold in chapter 5. There will be seven seals, followed by seven trumpets, and then followed by seven bowls of God’s wrath. The seventh seal contains the seven trumpets, and the seventh trumpet brings forth the seven bowls. The 70th week is followed by the millennial reign of Jesus. After that comes judgment day and a new heaven and earth.

Throughout the book of Revelation, John stops, steps back, and explains something in further detail. This can be confusing as it seems to throw things out of chronological order. We simply cannot try to read Revelation, from front to back, like a novel. We must always pay attention to where John is in the sequence of things. It helps to study Matthew 24 alongside Revelation, as the words of Jesus in Matthew 24 are basically an overview of the end-time events we will study here. A commentary of Matthew 24 follows this study of Revelation. A commentary on the book of Daniel follows that. 

About the author-

I am an ever-learning student of the Bible. I am a simple, ordinary person, with a love of Bible study. My goal is simply to teach others what I know.

There are probably many of my views which will contradict your learned doctrine, and you will likely disagree with things I say in this book. That’s OK. No one knows all the answers. Not you, or me, or anyone else. 

If you can learn anything from me, that is good. But if you disagree, and get mad, that’s even better. Because then you will study the Bible even more to prove me wrong.

May the Lord bless your studies. 
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The Book of Revelation 
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Revelation 1 

1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:

The word “revelation” literally means “unveiling”. This is not the unveiling of Jesus Christ, but the unveiling given by Him. This book is the unveiling of things which will come to pass. Amos 3:7 says, “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.” The revelation came from God, who gave it to Jesus, who gave it to an angel, who gave it to John, who gave it to us, All communication from God to man, must come through Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5).

The word “shortly” can mean “soon” or it can mean “in quick succession”. Some people believe that the events of Revelation have already occurred, and use this verse as a “proof text”, because 2,000-plus years is not soon. In studying Revelation, however, we will see that there are a great many events which will occur during a short seven year period.

The word “signified” refers to signs. John was given the revelation through visions which are largely symbolic.

2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.

The testimony of Jesus was His offering of eternal life (1 John 5:7-12).

3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.

This is a conditional blessing, for he that reads and responds. This is the first of 7 “blessed”s in Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7,14). 

4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;

We shall see, in verse 11, that these were seven literal churches. Revelation, however, was not written to just seven churches. The number seven symbolizes spiritual completeness or perfection. We will see quite a few sevens throughout Revelation. This is the first indication that the messages, to the churches, were intended for all Christians throughout all time.

There is much discussion on the identity of these seven spirits (called the seven spirits of God in Revelation 3:1; 5:6). Many believe this represents the spiritual completeness of the Holy Spirit. In fact, many attempts to identify the seven spirits are simply lists of seven various attributes of the Holy Spirit. In Revelation 4:5, the seven spirits are symbolized as seven lamps before the throne. In Revelation 5:6, they are symbolized as seven eyes of Jesus.

5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,

This verse identifies Jesus as the messiah. “The first begotten of the dead” refers to eternal resurrection. Jesus was not the first raised from the dead, but the first resurrected to eternal life. The resurrection of believers, to eternal life, will not occur until the second coming of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:20-23; Acts 26:23).

6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

This refers to the priesthood of believers (1 Peter 2:5-10). 

7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

This refers to the second coming of Jesus. There are some people, with a tiny god which they think can’t function without man’s help, who think everyone will see Jesus through television, Internet, or some other puny human device. This event, however, will be so spectacular that it will be seen, with the naked eye, all around the world. God can do things that our puny minds cannot fathom. 

Those who pierced him (PS 22:16), does not refer to the men who actually crucified Jesus, but to the nation of Israel which was the driving force behind it (Zechariah 12:9-10). We must remember, however, that Israel will be saved (Romans 11:26-27). This fact is very important in understanding the book of Revelation.

8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

The title “Alpha and Omega” is used by Jesus four times in Revelation (1:8; 1:11; 21:6; and 22:13). Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. He is basically saying that He is the beginning and the end of all existence. Throughout the Bible, both God and Jesus are called the first and the last (see- Isaiah 44:6; 48:12; Rev. 1:17; 2:8; 22:13).

9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

The tribulation, spoken of here, is not the Great Tribulation which will occur during the three and a half years that the Antichrist is allowed to martyr Christians and Jews, but is general persecution. The Bible says, in 2 Timothy 3:12, that all who will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. Concerning the Great Tribulation, in Matthew 24:21 Jesus said, “For then shall be Great Tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” (See also- John 16:33; Acts 14:22; Romans 8:17)

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

Four times, in Revelation, John mentions being in the spirit (see also Rev. 4:2; 17:3; 21:10). As mentioned, in verse 1, John received the revelations through visions.

11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.

John apparently wasn’t writing this down as he saw it. We are told by historians that he wrote it a few years later, after being released from Patmos. The list of churches followed the Roman postal route, confirming the belief that these were literal churches, though we have seen that these 7 churches represent all Christians throughout time. 

12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;

Verse 20 will explain that the seven candlesticks are the seven churches. Churches are supposed to be the device that shines light into dark places. Again, the number seven symbolizes spiritual completeness or perfection. (See also- Zechariah 4:2; Exodus 25:31-40)

13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.

Some people believe that this is not Jesus, since he is “like” unto the Son of man, and in Revelation 14:14 an angel is described in the same way. We shall see, however, in the following verses, that this is, in fact, Jesus.

The term “son of man” is not a title of deity, as Ezekiel was called “son of man” a number of times. The term was applied to Jesus to signify that He was God in the flesh (Philippians 2:7-8; John 1:14). The term is used here to signify that the spiritual being appeared in human form. Remember, the earthly body of Jesus was resurrected to eternal life (Luke 24:39), though it is now different (1 Corinthians 15:35-54). 

14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire;

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.

John may be struggling to find words to describe how he sees Jesus. Earth does not compare to heaven, so it is difficult to find earthly descriptions for heavenly things. We shall see this struggle throughout Revelation. Yet, also, in the next verse John adds some symbolism to this description, so this description may be referring to the “Ancient of days” (Daniel 7:9). (See also- Ezekiel 43:2; Daniel 10:6)

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.

Verse 20 will explain that the seven stars are the messengers of the seven churches previously mentioned. The sharp sword is the word of God (Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12). This sword is mentioned several times in Revelation (see 1:16; 2:12, 16; 19:15, 21) (see also- Matthew 10:24; Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12). We will discuss this symbolic sword, in further detail, in Revelation 19:15. His countenance shining as the sun, is a common Biblical description of spiritual beings (Daniel 10:6, 12:3; Revelation 10:1; Matthew 13:43). 

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:

18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

Jesus calms John’s fears by identifying Himself in a way that John would understand. The phrase “the first and the last” is equivalent to the title “Alpha and Omega”. That Jesus has the keys of death and hell, means that He has authority over them (Romans 6:9; 14:8-9). 

Compare this description of Jesus “he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore”, with the description of the Antichrist, in Revelation 17:8, which says he “was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition”.

19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;

Some suggest that we break it down into chapter 1 as the things he sees, chapters 2 and 3 as the things that are, and chapters 4-22 as the things which shall be. I think, however, that this is an oversimplification. Moreover, many of the promises, in chapters 2 and 3, are directed to end-times believers.

20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.

Would we know the identity of the seven stars, or candlesticks, if God didn’t tell us? No, people would be applying this to various lists of seven. This is very important for understanding Revelation. If the answer is complicated, God will give us an explanation. If He doesn’t explain it, look for a simple answer. Don’t complicate the simple, and don’t simplify the complicated. And remember, the Bible always interprets the Bible.

Some hold the view that the seven churches are seven eras of the Christian church, and that we are now in the last era, in the lukewarm church. While it is true that American and European Christians tend to be lukewarm, the Christians in the Middle East are being martyred for their commitment to Christ. Also, the words “which are” does not mean “which will be”. There is simply nothing in scripture, or in history, to validate the “Christian era” view. There have always been good and bad churches, and the messages to the seven churches are to all Christians in all times. Each letter is concluded with a command to all Christians, “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches”.

The letters, to the seven churches, seem to focus on repentance, endurance, and overcoming. As such, it seems that the letters are directed more to the Christians of the end-time tribulation period. When studying Revelation, many people tend to skip the first three chapters and go directly to those dealing with the prophecies. If we were to find ourselves in the Great Tribulation, however, it could very well be that chapters 2 and 3 contain the most important messages of the book.

Revelation 2

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches (Revelation 1:20). The word for angel, in the original Greek text, literally means “messenger”. We must use the context to determine if the messenger is heavenly or human. Throughout the New Testament, this word is usually translated as “angel” or “angels”. In this verse, also, most English translations use the word angel, but I see nothing to imply that they are heavenly messengers. Revelation 1:1 says that God gave the message to Jesus, who gave it to an angel, to give to John. I simply can’t see God sending a message to John to give to angels. Also, Daniel 12:3 refers to teachers of righteousness as stars, and Jude 13 refers to false teachers as wandering stars.

We should never think of God as being “up there” and us “down here”. This verse specifically says that Jesus walks among the churches, and holds the leaders in His right hand.

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

In each message to the seven churches, Jesus says, “I know thy works”. Nothing we do, whether good or bad, is hidden from Jesus. Here, Jesus commends them for testing the teachers to see if they teach the truth (see- 1 John 4:1-3; 2 Peter 2:1-3; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15).

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

Their loss of their “first love” could refer to their loss of love toward Christ, toward each other, toward the lost, or to all three. We learned from Revelation 1:20 that the candlesticks symbolized the churches. The removal from their place signifies a loss of Christ’s presence and blessings, resulting in a loss of ministry and purpose. 

6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.

The Nicolaitanes appear to be a religious group which departed from the truth of God (see- 2 John 1:9-10). Notice that Jesus did not hate the Nicolaitanes. He hated their deeds. Romans 5:8 says, “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

This is the first of eleven verses, in Revelation, that makes promises to the one who overcomes. That should explain to us the importance and need for perseverance. The letters to the seven churches also contain several warnings to the unfaithful believers who do not overcome.

In 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3, we are told that there will be a great falling away from the faith by many Christians in the last days. “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;” This falling away (apostasy) is a departure from, or rebellion against, one’s faith. Paul was writing to Christians who thought they had missed the rapture, and were living in the tribulation period. But Paul explains that the end-times apostasy will be so widespread and prevalent that it can clearly be seen as a sign of the last days. This falling away will be a mass exodus from the Christian faith, when a great many people begin turning away from the faith (see also- Jude 1:18; 2 Peter  2:1, 3:3; 2 Timothy 3:1-2). 

Each of the letters ,to the seven churches, contains a promise along with the exhortation to hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The first three letters give the promise after the exhortation, while the last four give the promise before the exhortation.

The tree of life is a reference to God’s eternal kingdom, in the new heaven and new earth (Revelation 22:2). 

8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;

The phrase “which was dead, and is alive” emphasizes the Christ died once for all (Hebrews 10:10; 7:27; 9:12,28). 

9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

Those which “say they are Jews” refers more to their spiritual position than to their nationality (Romans 2:28-29).

10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

Whether the tribulation, spoken of here, is referring to the Great Tribulation or just to tribulation in general, it will end in death for the faithful. The crown of life will be given when Jesus returns (2 Timothy 4:7-8; 1 Peter 5:3-4). James 1:12 says, “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”

11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

The second death refers to God’s final judgment on unbelievers (Revelation 20:11-14; 21:8). Revelation 20:4-6 states that the second death has no power over those resurrected at the second coming of Christ. We should not fear the first death, but rather the second death. Matthew 10:28 says, “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

Again, the sharp sword is the word of God (Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12). 

13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.

Despite being surrounded by wickedness, they held fast to their faith in God, yet some of them dabbled in idolatry. Balaam taught King Balak to overthrow the Israelites by leading them into sin, and away from God. The story of Balaam can be found in Numbers 22:1- 25:9 (see also- 2 Peter 2:15-16; Jude 1:8-16).

15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate.

In verse 6, the church of Ephesus was commended for hating the teaching of the Nicolaitanes.

16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.

Note that they are not told to repent of their false doctrines. They are told to repent of the sin of allowing some of their members to follow false doctrines. In the story of Balaam, we see the anger of God turned away when the faithful punished those leading the people into sin (Numbers 25). 

17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

Manna was the bread that God gave the Israelites to eat during the exodus (Exodus 16:4-35). Jesus referred to Himself as the bread from heaven (John 6:25-58).

A “name written which no man knoweth” will be discussed in Revelation 19:11-14, which speaks of the second coming of Christ. This verse appears to be speaking of the millennial reign of Christ. 

18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;

19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.

They are commended for their spiritual growth, and the service which accompanies it (see also- John 15:2).

20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.

Jezebel was an Old Testament queen who led the people into idolatry (1 Kings 16:31; 18:4-46; 19:1-2; 21:5-25). This verse may be referring to a literal woman, or to a false doctrine. Her children, in verse 23, refers to the followers of her teaching.

21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into Great Tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.

These verses are speaking of their spiritual attitude, rather than physical position (see Revelation 17:1-18:8).

23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

The phrase “and all the churches shall know” shows that this warning is to all churches throughout time. To be killed with death indicates an unnatural death. This could mean to die horribly, or it could be referring to the second death (verse 11).

The reins of our hearts are the moral boundaries we set to control our lives. Jesus knows our moral limits. Hebrews 4:13 says that we all, spiritually, stand naked before God.

24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden.

Notice that the entire church of Thyatira was not condemned like the church of Pergamos (verses 12-15), for some of its members practicing false doctrine. Apparently, Pergamos condoned its member’s actions, while Thyatira did not.

25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.

Hold fast, persevere, overcome.

26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:

“To him will I give power over the nations” refers to the millennial reign of Christ (Revelation 20:4; Daniel 7:17-27).

27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.

This verse is from Psalm 2:9, which speaks of the reign of Jesus. In Revelation 12:5, we will discuss more fully the rod of iron.

28 And I will give him the morning star.

In Revelation 22:16, Jesus calls himself the morning star, so some suggest that this verse means that Jesus will give us himself. But Isaiah 14:12, in some translations, calls Lucifer the morning star, before his rebellion. Also, Job 38:7 speaks of the morning stars singing with the angels. I believe that the morning star is not a person, but a thing. I believe it is speaking here of the glory of God, which will be given to those who reign with Jesus.

29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Revelation 3

1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.

Again, the seven spirits refers to the Holy Spirit (Revelation 1:4), and the seven churches to the followers of Christ (Revelation 1:20).The church of Sardis had a reputation for being a vibrant, living church. Apparently, however, their focus was more on themselves (Jude 1:12; 1 Timothy 5:6; James 2:26).

2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.

Like the seed among thorns, in Jesus’ parable of the sower, the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choked out their spiritual growth (Matthew 13:22). 

3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.

We cannot know the day of His coming (Mark 13:33; Matthew 25:13), however, Jesus coming as a thief does not mean He could come at any time. Jesus said, in John 10:10, the thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy. His coming, as a thief, refers to the wrath of God. There are four times the Bible speaks of Jesus coming as a thief (1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 3:3; 16:15), and all refer to the Day of the Lord. Also, the other three verses are speaking to unbelievers, while this one is speaking to Christians that act like unbelievers. 1 Thessalonians 5:2-6 says that day will come as a thief to unbelievers, but it will not surprise us because we walk in the light. 

Moreover, 1 Thessalonians 5:9 says, concerning Jesus coming as a thief, “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ”.

4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.

5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

“Clothed in white raiment” is symbolic of spiritual purity. We will later see that the martyred saints “washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 6:9-11; 7:9-17). (See also- Jude 1:23; Zechariah 3:3-4; Revelation 3:18)

The dead will be judged by what is written (or not written) in the book of life (Revelation 20:12). The followers of the Antichrist will not have their names written in the book of life (Revelation 13:8; 17:8).

6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;

These four descriptions of Jesus refer to His deity. Holy and True were titles for God. Having the key of David signifies Jesus as the messiah. And, the authority to open or shut, refers to eternal salvation or to judgment. 

8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Again, persevere and overcome. 

9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.

This verse, as well as verses 11-12 clearly refer to the millennial reign of Christ (Isaiah 45:14; 49:23; 60:14), and again shows us that the messages to the churches are intended for all churches throughout time. 

10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.

Many people believe that the church will be raptured before the tribulation, and point to this verse as “proof” that Christians will not go through the tribulation period. This verse, however, does not teach that you can earn an exemption from the tribulation. Particularly, it does not teach that a person can avoid the tribulation by becoming a Christian before a certain time. Moreover, this verse clearly says that the hour of temptation is for all the world, rather than just for Christians. The word translated as “keep thee from” literally means to guard or watch over. It does not mean remove.

While Christians will still be here in the hour of temptation, it is specifically for “them that dwell upon the earth.” We shall see, throughout Revelation, that these earth-dwellers are the unbelievers (Revelation 6:10; 11:10; 13:8, 14; 17:8). This verse is speaking of the time when the unbelievers will crawl into caves and under rocks to hide from the face of God (Revelation 6:15-17).

Many people have trouble understanding Revelation, because of a confusion between the tribulation and the wrath of God. Many people tend to clump both events into one bad time that they don’t want to be in. These are, however, two separate events that happen at two different times, concerning two different groups of people. The tribulation is the wrath of Satan, and the wrath of God is the wrath of God. The tribulation is directed at Christians and Jews, while the wrath of God is directed at unrepentant non-believers. There are Christians present throughout the tribulation, but there are no (non-resurrected) Christians during the wrath of God (1 Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9). The Antichrist will be exalted by the nations during the tribulation (Revelation 13:4-8), but God alone will be exalted during the wrath of God (Isaiah 2:11). Jesus is in heaven during the Great Tribulation, but comes to earth at the outpouring of God’s wrath. The wrath of God will end the tribulation period. We must clearly differentiate between the two events if we are to have any hope of understanding the book of Revelation.

Another point to consider is that, contrary to what many believe, the Great Tribulation is not synonymous with Daniel’s 70th week. At the beginning of the 70th week, events will occur that will set the stage for the Antichrist. The Great Tribulation begins at midpoint of Daniel’s week (Daniel 9:27; 12:11). And, the Great Tribulation will end before the wrath of God begins. All of these events will occur during the seven year period.

11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.

The words “I come quickly” does not mean “at any time”. Nowhere in the Bible does it say that Jesus can come at any time. The scriptures repeatedly state that certain things must happen before the rapture or the wrath of God. Two of those events, will be globally visible. They are the abomination of desolation (2 Thessalonians 2:2-4), and the cosmic disturbances of the sixth seal (Revelation 6:12-17). We will cover these two events in following chapters.

The crown is a symbol of honor which we will receive at the second coming of Jesus (1 Thessalonians 2:19). The crown is called the crown of life in James 1:12, the crown of righteousness in 2 Timothy 4:8, and the crown of glory in 1 Peter 5:4.

12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.

Jesus makes two promises here- one for the millennium, and one for the new heaven and earth at the end of the millennium. To be made a pillar in the temple of God, refers to reigning with Christ in the millennium (Revelation 14:1-5). In the new heaven and earth, after the millennium, there will be no temple. The new Jerusalem will also be after the millennium, in God’s eternal kingdom (Revelation 21:1-8).

13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

That Jesus is “the beginning of the creation of God” is not saying that Jesus was created by God, but that Jesus is the source of all creation. John 1:1-3 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.”

15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.

16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

This is not speaking of a loss of salvation (Roman 8:39), but the loss of fellowship with God. 

17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

This is an allusion to the economic prosperity and commerce of that city. Many Christians are materially rich, but spiritually poor. 

18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

“Tried in the fire” means to be tested through troubles. We tend to think that tribulation shows that God doesn’t love us, but it is tribulation that makes us spiritually rich.

The white garments are the righteous deeds of the saints (Revelation 19:8). Jesus says, in Revelation 16:15, to keep those garments on through perseverance.

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

Everyone will be judged by God. Believers will be judged now, and chastened to make us better. Unbelievers will be judged on judgment day (Revelation 20:12, 13; 1 Corinthians 11:32).

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

This is referring to reigning with Christ in the millennium (see also- Matthew 19:27-29). 

22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Our future is determined by our response to God’s warnings. 

Revelation 4

1 After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.

The term “after this” is used by John to show a break in the sequence of things. The phrase “things which must be hereafter” shows that the revelation moves from present to future, as indicated in Revelation 1:19. John is given the opportunity to come view the events of the end times, as they will unfold.

Some people claim that “come up here” refers to the rapture, and that Christians will be raptured before the following events actually happen. They point to the fact that the church is never specifically mentioned in chapters 4-19, so therefore it does not exist during this time. This is a false assumption that has no Biblical grounds. This theory contradicts, not only the word of God, but itself also, since the church is not mentioned in this verse either. The simple fact is that, in Jewish thought, the command to “come up here” indicates the prophecy to be given is of the highest level. 

Another point to consider, concerning the use of the word “church”, is that in chapters 2 and 3, John recorded the words of Jesus as He gave messages for the churches. In chapter 4, John stops quoting Jesus and, in his own words, begins doing what he was told to do in Revelation 1:1, which was to show God’s servants what will take place. The fact that Jesus used the word “church”, and John didn’t, does not mean the church ceases to exist at this point.

2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.

Chapter 4 is an introduction to the things John sees in heaven, and contains his attempt to describe the throne room of heaven. The book of Ezekiel, chapter 1, gives a similar description.

The word throne appears many times in the book of Revelation, and signifies that God is in control of all things. God is an eternal spiritual being, and does not literally sit on a throne. 

3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.

Again, John simply describes things in a way his readers might understand. 

4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.

There is much debate on the identity of the 24 elders, and whether they are angels or saints. Some point to the fact that Jesus promised His disciples that they would sit on thrones, on earth, during the millennium (Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:30). Then some will try to add the 12 sons of Jacob, because it just sounds good. I believe these elders are angelic beings, not saints, as I shall point out in our study of chapter 5:9-10. Also, as we shall see in the sequence of events, the saints are not in heaven at this point in time. I firmly believe, however, that the identity of the elders is not really important, or the Bible would have told us.

5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.

As mentioned in verse 1:4, the seven Spirits of God represents the Holy Spirit. 

6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.

This is not a liquid sea, but a great expanse. Imagine a great expanse of crystal reflecting the colorful radiance, and flashes of lightning, from the throne. In Revelation 15:2, we shall see a great multitude standing on this transparent sea of crystal.

Many translations use the word “beasts”, but the literal translation is “living beings”. We have no words to accurately describe them, and nothing with which to compare them. Their “eyes before and behind” seems to signify the omniscience of God. Ezekiel spoke of four living creatures, called cherubim, before the throne of God, whose movements gave the appearance of lightning (Ezekiel 1). More details are given about the cherubim in Ezekiel, chapter 10.

7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle.

This is similar to Ezekiel’s description (verses 1:5-10). 

8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.

9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,

Whatever is the main function of the living beings, they are seen, throughout Revelation, worshiping God. Satan always tries to copycat God, and in the last-days will have four beasts serving him (Daniel 7:2-7), and which will lead unbelievers to worship him (Revelation 12:17-13:4). 

10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

Whatever the identity of the 24 elders, their crowns represent authority. Here, they acknowledge the true source of their authority. 

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

God has complete control and authority over all creation. 

Revelation 5

1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.

The phrase “in the right hand” again signifies the authority of God. The book was a scroll, sealed to prevent unauthorized access. The events that occur with the breaking of the seals are not part of the scroll, they are the events that must take place before the opening the scroll. The scroll contains the judgment of God, also known as the wrath of God. The seals are not God’s wrath, but God will allow the events to occur. That the scroll is written “within and on the backside” signifies the completeness of God’s judgment. 

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?

Three times in Revelation, John mentions a “strong angel” (5:2; 10:1; 18:21). Michael is described, in Daniel 10:21, as a strong angel, and Jude 1:9 calls Michael an archangel, so apparently this is one of the archangels.

The angel is not asking for a challenger, or if anyone knows someone worthy enough. The angels in heaven already know the answer to the question. No created being is worthy to open the book. This is more of a proclamation that there is no one, but God, worthy enough.

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.

This shows us the complete and total inability of man or angels to bring forth the will of God. 

4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.

John was taken to heaven to see the things which would come to pass (Revelation 4:1), and now he feels that nothing will be revealed to him.

5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
John Ritter





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





