
  
    [image: Unmasking the Billionaire]
  



  	
	    
	      Also by Emma Bray

	    

      
	    
          
	      Belonging to Him Trilogy

          
        
          
	          The Chains That Bind

          
        
          
	          Bound in Silk

          
        
          
	          Bound in Matrimony

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Curvy Girl Romance Shorts

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Mountain Man

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Mafia Daddy

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Best Friend

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Cowboy

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Cop

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Boss

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for Santa

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the New Year

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Biker

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Firefighter

          
        
          
	          Curvy Girl for the Stepbrother

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fauxmance Files

          
        
          
	          The #FakeBoyfriend Bet

          
        
          
	          The Ex-Girlfriend Agreement

          
        
          
	          The Love Clause

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Holiday Honeys

          
        
          
	          Unmasking the Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Santa's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Holiday Honeys

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Obsessed

          
        
          
	          The Beast's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Billionaire's Bargain

          
        
          
	          His Forbidden Princess

          
        
          
	          The Mountain Man's Prize

          
        
          
	          Taken by the Outlaw

          
        
          
	          Her Father's Best Friend

          
        
          
	          His to Command

          
        
          
	          The Beast's Hidden Rose

          
        
          
	          The Mob Boss's Bride

          
        
          
	          The Beast's Captive Bride

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Possessive Billionaires

          
        
          
	          The Mobster's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The CEO's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Billionaire's Obsession

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Scottish Stalkers

          
        
          
	          The Scotsman's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Scotsman

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sinful Stepbrothers

          
        
          
	          Stepbrother Boss

          
        
          
	          Stepbrother Stalker

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Spicy Holiday Romances

          
        
          
	          Stalking in the Holidays

          
        
          
	          Stalking in the New Year

          
        
          
	          Stalker Santa

          
        
          
	          Kiss Me at Midnight

          
        
          
	          Rocky Christmas

          
        
          
	          Stuffed

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Spicy Vampire Romances

          
        
          
	          Stepbrother Mountain Man

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Stalker Sportsmen

          
        
          
	          The Basketball Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Baseball Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Football Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Hockey Player's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalker Sportsmen: The Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Stalking A–Z

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Accountant

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Bodyguard

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Doctor

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Executive

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Farmer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Gamer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Hockey Player

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Intern

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Jock

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the King

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Lawyer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Millionaire

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Navy SEAL

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Officer

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Pilot

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Quartermaster

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Rancher

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Soldier

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Trucker

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Umpire

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Veteran

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Wrestler

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the X-Ray Tech

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Yacht Captain

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Zookeeper

          
        
          
	          Stalking A–Z: The Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Summer Love

          
        
          
	          Florida Sunshine

          
        
          
	          Georgia Peach

          
        
          
	          Tennessee Whiskey

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sweet and Spicy Insta-love

          
        
          
	          The Stalker's Obsession

          
        
          
	          A Beauty for the Beast

          
        
          
	          The Professor's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Claiming the Runaway

          
        
          
	          The Doctor's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Lights, Camera, Love

          
        
          
	          Road Rage

          
        
          
	          Secrets

          
        
          
	          V-Day Auction

          
        
          
	          Stalked on Spring Break

          
        
          
	          Stalking Sophie

          
        
          
	          Taken by the Felon

          
        
          
	          The Devil's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Her Billionaire Stalker

          
        
          
	          The Nerd's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Trump Card

          
        
          
	          The Chauffeur's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Preacher's Daughter

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Mafia Prince

          
        
          
	          The Firefighter's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Trainer's Obsession

          
        
          
	          Stalk Her Sweetly

          
        
          
	          The Girl Next Door

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Working Class Daddies

          
        
          
	          The Trucker's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Mechanic's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Plumber's Obsession

          
        
          
	          The Carpenter's Obsession

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Sex and Candy

          
        
          
	          Fighting Ace

          
        
          
	          Holiday Ride

          
        
          
	          Hot Scottish Summer

          
        
          
	          Kiss Him, He's Irish

          
        
          
	          Paws Off

          
        
          
	          Soldier's Symphony

          
        
          
	          Stalked by the Irishman

          
        
          
	          Summer Love

          
        
          
	          Too Hot to Handle

          
        
          
	          Untapped Melody

          
        
          
	          Controlled by the Virgo

          
        
          
	          Uptown Girl

          
        
          
	          Bringing Home Mr. Wrong

          
        
      

      
    
    


  
    
      Unmasking the Billionaire

    

    
      
        EMMA BRAY

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2021 by Emma Bray

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
Chapter One


          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Eve

      

      

      

      “I can’t believe I let you talk me into this!” I practically have to yell over the music to be heard by Jenny, my best friend since childhood.

      Jenny just smiles her dazzling, millionaire-dollar, rich girl smile at me from behind her sparkling, Swarovski-crystal mask.

      We’re at some sort of masquerade ball for New York’s elite. It’s the Halloween party of the season and surprisingly not as stuffy as I’d expected it to be.

      Honestly, it’s kind of cool with the dim lighting, high-end decorations, elaborate costumes, and all the masked faces on parade, but still.

      This isn’t my element.

      “Oh, come on, Eve! This is fun! You need to lighten up and live a little for once!”

      That’s easy for her to say. She’s a trust fund baby without a care in the world. Her mommy and daddy pay for everything, from her expensive haircut to the designer shoes on her feet. She doesn’t have to worry about anything.

      Not that I begrudge my bestie anything. I’m glad she hasn’t had the same struggles in life I’ve had. It’s how she’s able to have that beautiful, happy glow about her.

      She doesn’t know the worry that I do of how she’s going to pay next month’s rent or how she’s going to juggle the electric bill so that the power doesn’t get cut off.

      And while she’s offered to pay my bills before or let me move in with her, I have way too much pride to accept her offers.

      I’ve been making it on my own since I turned eighteen and aged out of the group home, and I’m not about to start accepting charity now that I’m twenty.

      “Your birthday only comes around once a year!” she reminds me, flinging an arm around my shoulder familiarly. “It’s time to turn up and party!” She pronounces “party” like “par-tay,” and I can’t help the smile that ghosts across my lips at her giddiness.

      Jenny is a blonde bombshell. Model thin, tan, and tall, she’s all bubbly and light whereas I almost look like a goth chick with my midnight black hair, pale complexion, and short stature. And although Jenny’s slender, she has a little bit of curves in all the right places.

      Me? Nothing. I’m so thin my breasts and ass are laughable at best, and it’s not because I don’t eat because trust me. I’ve gone hungry before, and you’ll never see me turn down a meal or feign a weak appetite. I can put it away like a football player, and I’m not even the least bit ashamed of it. At barely five foot, though, I’m teeny tiny and still look like a pre-teen—no matter how much I eat.

      My best friend and I are total opposites. She’s outgoing whereas I’m quieter. I’m not exactly shy, but I don’t have a desire to be the life of the party either. She’s like the light, and I’m the dark. Seriously, I was born on All Hallow’s Eve, and she was born on Jesus’ birthday, a perfect little Christmas baby.

      “Come on,” Jenny grabs my hand and starts dragging me along with her, “let’s go find some hot guys.”

      I roll my eyes. That’s another difference between us. Jenny is boy crazy, and I couldn’t care less about the opposite sex. I’m not a lesbian or anything, but I just don’t have any experience with men.

      Survival has kept me from getting into any serious relationships. The most I’ve ever done is let a few boyfriends in high school kiss me, and I wasn’t impressed with those slobbery attempts, so I’ve never been tempted to even try anything more.

      So, yeah, I’m a twenty-year-old virgin. Pathetic, right?

      Jenny drags me by a table filled with Halloween-themed cookies, cakes, and other confections, and my mouth begins to water.

      I pull back on her hand to try to stay her. “Let’s get some refreshments instead!” I yell to her over the pumping music.

      She looks over her shoulder at me and rolls her eyes. “I swear, Eve, you’re always freaking hungry. I don’t know where you put it all.”

      I smirk at the obvious envy in her tone. Jenny is the stereotypical gym bunny, counting every calorie she eats to maintain her perfect physique.

      “Don’t hate,” I grin at her smugly before reaching out to grab a miniature black cupcake covered with purple frosting.

      I barely have time to pop the bite-sized confection in my mouth before Jenny is yanking on my hand again, pulling me through the crowd.

      “Jenny, slow down!” I hiss at her, afraid I’m going to break my neck in these five-inch heels she insisted I wear tonight to make me not look like so much of a smurf. Her words—not mine. Plus, she claims they’re just the perfect addition to the lacy black dress she dressed me up in.

      I swear sometimes I think Jenny is my friend just because she wants a real-life doll to play dress up with. There’s no greater joy for her than dressing me up in fancy clothes, doing my hair and makeup, and dragging me to shit like this with her.

      And I go along with it because I love my best friend and want to make her happy.

      Her eyes are scanning through all the masculine choices, and then she suddenly stops dead in her tracks.

      “Oh. My. God.” she breaths out.

      “What?” my brows furrow at her melodramatic reaction.

      “Check out Mr. Big and Scary,” she breathes, and my eyes follow her line of sight and widen when they meet the object of her gaze.

      A huge man in a black mask stands in a corner looking surly and brooding, towering over the other guests. The mask covers most of his face except his mouth. Think of the Don Juan mask Gerard Butler wore in The Point of No Return scene in that film adaptation of The Phantom of the Opera. That’s what his mask reminds me of.

      His hair is dark brown. It’s stylishly disheveled, like it’s windblown and wild without looking messy. When he tilts his tumbler up and takes a sip of some liquid that’s probably brandy or cognac or something else equally expensive, I watch his suit rustle as his muscles bunch with his movements like it’s all the fabric can do to contain the beast within.

      I don’t know who the hell the guy is or what he does, but he exudes power and wealth. He’s not wearing a costume like the other partygoers. No, he’s wearing what I already know is a custom-tailored suit.

      I don’t need to be able to see all his features to see that he’s gorgeous and dark and dangerous-looking. I’ve never seen a more perfect specimen of male masculinity, and my heart speeds up as my breath catches in my throat.

      I’ve never reacted to a man this way before, and Jenny notices it if the sly, mischievous grin she gives me is any indication.

      “I dare you to go over there and kiss him,” she elbows me.
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