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How to Find if Playing the Lottery Is a Sin According to the Bible
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​Dedication
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To every believer who has wrestled with the question of whether their lottery participation honors God—may you find clarity, grace, and the courage to walk in wisdom.

And to Linda, my faithful partner in ministry and life, who has taught me contentment through example.
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​Introduction: A Personal Word Before We Begin
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If you’ve picked up this book, chances are you’re asking a question that weighs on your conscience: Is playing the lottery a sin? Maybe you’ve played for years without much thought, and recently something has stirred in your spirit—a sermon, a Bible verse, a conversation with a fellow believer, or simply the quiet conviction of the Holy Spirit. Or perhaps you’re caught in a pattern that feels more like bondage than harmless entertainment, and you’re wondering if God cares about those weekly tickets you’ve been buying at the convenience store.

Let me say this from the start: I’m not here to judge you. After more than fifty years in pastoral ministry, I’ve learned that condemnation rarely leads to transformation. I’m here to help you think biblically about a question the Bible doesn’t address directly. The word “lottery” never appears in Scripture—you won’t find it in Genesis or Revelation, in the Gospels or the Epistles. Yet the principles that govern our relationship with money, desire, trust, and love for our neighbor are woven throughout its pages like threads of gold.

This book is written from two deep convictions. First, God cares deeply about every area of our lives—including how we use the resources He’s entrusted to us. There is no sacred-secular divide in the Christian life. Everything we do, from the most spiritual act of worship to the most mundane decision about spending money, falls under His loving lordship. Second, God is gracious, patient, and eager to transform us when we come to Him honestly. He is not waiting to strike us down for making mistakes; He is waiting to lead us into greater freedom and faithfulness.

My goal in writing this book is not to give you a simple yes-or-no answer that you can apply without thinking. Rather, I want to equip you to discern the answer for yourself through Scripture, prayer, and the leading of the Holy Spirit. We’ll look at what the Bible says about the heart and its hidden motives, about money and its power to deceive, about work and contentment, about love for our neighbors both near and far, and about Christian liberty and the role of conscience. We’ll ask hard questions—the kind that require honest self-examination before God—and we’ll explore practical steps for those who find themselves convicted and ready to change.

I’ve organized this book into seven chapters, each addressing a different aspect of the lottery question. In Chapter 1, we’ll frame the question properly and understand how Christians make decisions about matters the Bible doesn’t explicitly address. In Chapter 2, we’ll examine the heart behind the ticket—what really drives us to play. Chapter 3 explores biblical stewardship and our responsibility to use God’s resources wisely. Chapter 4 looks at work, contentment, and the dangerous allure of quick wealth. Chapter 5 considers how the lottery affects our neighbors and our witness as Christians. Chapter 6 tackles the difficult question of whether the lottery is always sinful or sometimes permissible. And finally, Chapter 7 provides a practical guide for reaching your own conclusion and walking forward in wisdom.

Whether you’re playing the lottery casually, compulsively, or not at all but curious about God’s perspective, my prayer is that this book will help you see more clearly, walk more faithfully, and trust more deeply in the God who provides all things. I pray it will lead you not into legalistic fear but into joyful freedom—the freedom that comes from knowing you’re walking in wisdom and honoring God with every decision you make.
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