
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Tales from Kewanee. The poems and short stories of Minnie Louise Bumphrey

        

        
        
          Brenda Thornlow

        

        
          Published by Brenda Thornlow, 2025.

        

    


When my mother passed away from COVID-19 on February 7, 2021, I assisted my father with sorting through the family home and came across a thick folder filled with old, yellowing scraps of paper. While looking through this folder, I discovered it was the writings of my great-grandmother, Minnie Louise Bumphrey. 

Minnie was the mother of eleven children, two girls, and nine boys, and was the wife of Ossian Franklin Bumphrey, who went by the name "Frank." My great-grandfather Frank was named after the first-century Scottish poet Ossian, whose works were translated from Gaelic to English by James MacPherson. Frank worked as a pipe fitter at Kewanee Boiler and was an accomplished musician who played in a ragtime band that performed all over New Orleans. 

Minnie loved to write and the gift. Several of her short stories and poems were published in local newspapers and magazines of the time but never received the attention she deserved. I've decided to collect the works that I found back in 2021 and publish them in her honor. 

You will discover that Minnie had a rich imagination, a unique sense of humor, and quite a caring and empathetic soul. Her short stories will transport you to entirely different dimensions, while her poems explore themes about family, dreams, and simple, everyday musings. Minnie has likely written much more than what I've published on her behalf; however, this is all I currently have of her work. 

I've preserved Minnie's writing as close to the original as possible, so there will be times when a poem may stray from its prose, as Minnie often wrote in a stream of consciousness. When inspiration struck, Minnie would grab the closest piece of paper - whether it was a small scrap lying around or the back of an advertisement - and jot her thoughts down. Aside from spelling corrections and minuscule adjustments, I have kept her work intact.
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Obituary from the Star-Courier of Kewanee, Illinois 

Friday, January 6, 1978
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Minnie Bumphrey, Poet and Writer, Dies at 94

MRS. [MINNIE] BUMPHREY, 94, of 416 E. Mill Street, recently of Hillcrest Nursing Home, Genesco, died at 12:30 pm, Thursday, January 5, 1978, in the home. 
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