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Cosmologists tell us that in a universe which is infinite (or, at least, unimaginably vast), every conceivable possibility must actually exist, somewhere or other.

So we might conclude that somewhere in the universe there is a planet very, very similar to our Earth.

Such is the planet Ahret. It closely resembles Earth in every way. Its continents are comparable in shape to Earth’s and it’s inhabited by a sentient species so similar to homo sapiens that if you passed an Ahretan in the street, you would notice nothing remarkable about her or him.

Even Ahretan history, culture and technology bear an astonishing resemblance to ours.

And like us Earthlings, the Ahretans could go either way. They could have a bright future, or they could throw it all away through greed and stupidity.

And, just like us, they are currently developing advanced forms of Artificial Intelligence and are struggling to come to terms with the many difficult issues that AI raises – economic, social and ethical.

And, just like Earth, Ahret is dominated by a tiny group of very rich, very ruthless people ...



Year 1

Steevun Tompzun’s GlobalNet update

Number of followers: 3.2 million

Like many people today, I’m seriously worried about Artificial Intelligence.

We’re constantly being told by our governments, by the big global tech corporations, by the media, that AI is going to transform our lives in all sorts of wonderful ways. No longer will people have to do dangerous or boring jobs. Robots/AIs will do them instead.

Maybe that wouldn’t be a bad thing, if the workers who are being replaced by machines were instead given alternative employment, or were assured that they could have a decent income to live on, even without a job.

But no such assurances have been forthcoming from the governments of the world’s most advanced nations. Countless millions are now becoming jobless and are likely to remain so for the rest of their lives, left with no choice but to scrape by on pitifully inadequate state benefits.

But the situation is in fact even more worrying than that. It’s not just dangerous/boring jobs that are being taken out of human hands. Artificial Intelligence and robotics have now reached such an advanced state of development that, apparently, there is no job they cannot do. In the near future, the machines will be doing even those jobs that had previously required human intelligence, talent and skill.

Quite simply, human beings are very rapidly becoming economically redundant. Within five years at least 90 per cent of the human race will be jobless.

And yet our governments seem to think this is an acceptable state of affairs. They seem unconcerned by the enormous resentment that is swiftly building up among their populations.

One doesn’t need to be an historian or a social scientist to see that the present situation is certain to lead to cataclysmic civil unrest. Ahret is heading at full speed towards a titanic social crisis ...
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Annual Report from Rojjur Wottfurd,

Coordinator of The Consortium

ConsortiumNet text message

ULTRA-TOP SECRET

TRIPLE-ENCRYPTED

Number of Consortium Members: 55,208

Dear Consortium Members

I am pleased to report that this year our plans have progressed in a most satisfactory manner on all fronts:

Technology: Vast strides in the development of AI have been made. Our scientists in MindPowerInc have successfully completed an artificial neuro-structure which will very soon enable the creation of synthetic pseudo-minds. Our friends at GlobalMedicalTech have made encouraging progress in developing the nano-implants that will be so central to our future plans. Our associates at WorldRobotix continue to forge ahead with the creation of a sophisticated new generation of humanoid machines. And in many other corporations all over Ahret, our friends are working industriously to create the technologies that will make our dreams a concrete reality in the near future.
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