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​​​​​​​CHAPTER 1
DEFINING FAITH
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F

aith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things  not seen (Hebrews 11:1). The Hebrew writer begins his stance before telling us about the heroes of faith and how each of them exhibited faith in their lives to achieve many amazing things. To really understand we must look at each story and example from the beginning and continue watching until the end. The end of the story would have no meaning without everything that happened from start to finish. Much like if you wanted to see a movie that has been advertised and you bought your ticket and planned to go on your next day off. What excitement all week long and anticipation wanting to see the movie with such acclaim. As you step up to the theater to enter and someone blurts out the ending as to what happened. It takes so much away from the excitement as you watch through the movie because you already know how it ends. We have heard many stories of biblical characters and we know the punchline because we have heard the story many times. Much like Grandpa and Grandma’s stories that have been told many times but when you have heard them a thousand times it gets a little boring because we know how they end. 

To really grasp faith and what it is all about you must see the characters that we are reading about and put yourself in their position as not knowing the end of the story but having to live our lives without knowing what the outcome will be. Each of these persons that we read about in scripture was an ordinary person except for Jesus. He was God-made flesh but yet lived as a man for 33 years. To see faith exhibited in their lives you must see what they did and how they acted and reacted to things happening in their lives before the blessing came. 

I should perhaps make it clear that the blessing was there from the beginning until the end but only materialized in the climactic moments of the story being lived and told. How can the blessing be there from the beginning to the end? I hear you ask but understand that the blessing is having a relationship with God and not the gifts that come because we know the blesser. So many times we get hung up on measuring what we have materially and saying that this is our blessing. My dears having things without a right relationship with God is not a blessing. If we were measured by fine cars and large houses we would have to call the kingpin drug lord blessed and the pimps and the elitist lady of the night blessed also because they too have fine cars and nice houses. To really see the blessings of God we must not focus on material things at all because the quest for material things is not of God. In the pursuit of material things, many have lost their lives because of the love of money. The love of money is the root of all evil the bible says. 
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​​​​​​CHAPTER 2
CLOUD OF WITNESSES 
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P

lease understand that there is nothing wrong with having nice things because many times at the end of the stories that we read in the bible those that had faith through the times before they received their miracle. Sometimes they reaped great material things but these things materialized after great faith had been exhibited through times of lack. Let's examine the story of Moses from his birth to his death. Faith was exhibited when Pharaoh sent a decree to kill all of the male Hebrew children from two years old and younger Moses was a baby in this age group, his mother put Moses in a basket that she had modified to float and put him in the river and saved his life. He was then found by Pharaoh's daughter and raised as an Egyptian with his biological mother hired as his nanny who also taught him the ways of the Hebrew people. After killing an Egyptian for misusing a Hebrew had to flee for his life. Then spent forty years tending the livestock of his father-in-law. God spoke to him from a burning bush and told him what his purpose was at 80 years old. Through this story, you can see the Hand of God preparing Moses for the task that he was to do. Without question, I have not given all of the miraculous works that God had done but in this condensed outline of his life at the age of 80 years old he had only just begun. He began to lead the Children of Israel and through many miraculous events, he led the children of Israel for 40 years through the wilderness to the promised land and prepared them to be a nation. At 120 years old Moses died and his voice yet speaks to us today with guidance and direction. 

All of this I wrote hopefully to help you see the hand of God from start to finish of this story. Please know that if God was not involved in the story's beginning, the amazing ending would not be able to be read about. All of the spectacular and inspiring things happened to bring God's will to pass. God had made promises to Abraham, Issac, and Jacob. He always keeps his promises and we can see the hand of God in bringing all things together. 

The complete story of Moses' life took place within120 years and we in today's society get fretful if our trials last one week. I would never compare our lives to someone as great as Moses but on the other hand, I will. God is in our lives from start to finish in our stories just as He was Moses. We have a complete life to live and the position we are in now is only a part of the story of where God is taking us. That is where faith in God is so important. We must know that God is with us and has never left us even when we are having our bad times. It is often God preparing us for the purpose of what He called us for. 

The writer of the book of Hebrews gave names of the heroes of faith but all of their stories had a beginning and trying times before they came to the wonderful climax. The reason that they are listed as the heroes of faith is that they had a strong love for God and trust in him when things and situations were against them. In reading all of their stories and researching their lives they all had one thing in common: They loved the true and the living God and had faith in him that he would deliver them in any situation. 

To have complete trust in God many times we must tune out the noise from the opinions of other people. When you have heard God's voice whether that is audible or in your heart and spirit you must stand on what you have heard from him and not be influenced by the rhetoric of people. It is a mistake to think that others will understand what God has told you. The reason that God told you is usually that others will not understand. If God had wanted everyone to know and understand he would have told everyone. You are unique to the plan that God has for you and chances are most will not understand. In our society, we have been taught that if God is in things there is never any negative or trouble. If you read about our heroes of faith all of them had troubles before the miraculous end of their stories. 

Gideon was in poverty hiding to thresh grain because the enemy would come and take what he had but at the end of the story, he had delivered Israel from their enemies. David was rejected and had to tend to his father's sheep after taking lunch to his brothers while they talked about him and told him to be quiet before he killed a giant and rose to fame and become the second king of Israel. Samson judged Israel and with his weaknesses, he had the strength given by God to kill a thousand Philistines with the jawbone of an ass and kill a lion with his bare hands. In his death, he avenged Israel and killed 3000 Philistines in one setting. 
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​​​​​​CHAPTER 3
HIS INFINITE WISDOM
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W

e many times try to put God in a box and think that he does things the way our finite mind thinks they should be. God is so wise that he takes the foolish things of the world and confounds the wise. Although God is bound by his own word to do what he says he will do he is not bound by our thoughts and minds of who and how he is to do it. He deals with us as individuals and also deals with us as a people. In his infinite wisdom, he knows what, when, and how to do things to complete his will on this earth. Many times when we are in our trials and testing times we think that God is not with us but the real truth is he is there before, during, and after when we face our trials. We also think he is angry at us when we are going through our tests but that is far from the truth. In these times of testing, it is when our faith in God is most needed. When we have complete trust in him we know that he is doing things for the greater good of us and all who are around us. 

Our faith must know and rely on his written word and the words he has spoken to us. Knowing that God will never contradict his written word and tell us to do or act in a certain way that is not in line with his word. Even in our mistakes and good or bad choices, we know that all things work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose. This is what having faith is all about, knowing and not doubting that regardless of what happens God will make everything alright for us. While we are in our test we know that it is only temporary and soon this too shall pass. 

One thing that is hard to grasp is that all of our trials and burdens are not given to us. Sometimes we go through trials for other people because when others see us as true believers walking according to God's word we become the bible that others read. Many haven’t reached the point of reading the bible every day but they read us if we say we are saved. When you go through your trials and they see that you still have joy it is not you that is shining but the light of Jesus shining through you. Many times we are used as a vessel to give God glory. God used the children of Israel many times so that the rest of the world could see that the God of Israel was real. What other God could open the Red Sea and dry the bottom enough for a million-plus people to walk through then when they had crossed let the water go back to its original form and drown all of their enemies? To show it was an accident he did it again at the Jordan river for the children of Israel to walk across into  the promised land. God's reputation preceded him and awed the children of Israel as well as the heathen nations that looked on. His greatness is unparalleled then, now, and always. 

Most of us have been taught that if we ask for anything according to his will he will do it for us. Also if we ask anything in his name he will do it for us. This is a great teaching and also a scripture verse that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ spoke while he was on this earth. The words and teachings of Jesus are always correct and can never be refuted. But we should discuss that our faith must go further than receiving material things. We must graduate beyond having faith in things to having faith in God throughout our entire lives. Many times we fall into the category of having faith in faith. Faith in faith is always inconclusive. Faith is an action word and a sentence, a life or a prayer without a noun or real subject matter becomes incomplete. Faith has to be plugged into something to make it relevant. When we set down on a chair faith is present because we believe that the chair is strong enough to hold us up but without the chair, there is nothing to set on or stand on. What gives faith its strength is when it is plugged into God. The strength and power to make things happen in our lives are God. What moves God into acting on our behalf is the faith that we put in him. Faith without works is dead just as faith without God is useless. What gives faith life is when it is plugged into God. All of our electrical appliances, tools, and lights work because they are plugged into the electric power source. All of the aforementioned appliances, tools, and lights are wonderful things to have but without the power to run them, they are useless Just as our faith without the power of our creator to make them useable.  

Most have not graduated to the point of having faith in God unless it involves some type of material possession, healing, or something that benefits us in some way. There is a place in God where you trust him not for things but with your very life in every aspect. When you come to the realization that it is God writing your life’s story and trust him with the pen submit yourself to him and say yes Lord yes to your will and to your ways. Most won’t understand this but it is extreme faith when you submit to God instead of demanding a certain type of lifestyle. When you reach the point of asking God to let me live the life that will best serve the purpose that you have for my life. I am not knocking on the teaching of faith at any level but I’m trying to open our eyes that trusting God should be in every area of our lives. We should know that God is God to all, those who don’t have finer things in life just as he is the God of those who have. This is one reason that Jesus told us not to judge because he loves all and not just a select few. When you tell a person that is broke that he ain’t saved you have taken the only stable thing that he has and you have become a judge and that is the one thing Jesus told you not to do. The apostle Paul as he was setting up churches and teaching them one of the biggest problems that he had was the dissension between those that had and those that didn’t have and those trying to force the Jewish law onto the gentile church. True faith is trusting God in every situation in the good times and bad. A statement of the apostle Paul is “ I know how to be abased and I know how to abound” this is real faith when you can live for God regardless of what happens in your life. I am really afraid that many of today's Christians would backslide if the luxuries and toys that we have grown accustomed to were taken away. I believe that half the world would be cussing in 10 languages if the satellite systems would fail. No cell phones, no computer, no Alexa, no Siri we would probably be in chaos. I made this bold statement to hopefully get you to see that our faith is really not in God but we have interred into Idolatry because the luxuries and the amenities are almost worshiped and our trust in God has been diminished to things and not the true power of God. I’m sure there are some that would have the opinion that I'm writing this because I am broken in their eyes but the truth is I have been up and I have been down and there is nothing in this world worth giving up on God. He had proven himself to me too many times to write about in one book. The truth is my dears that when I retired from my secular job my salary was cut by more than 50% when I stopped working to take care of my grandson that needed me, and I have of that 50% given near 40% of that to the work of ministry but God has sustained me. I have a decent place to live and judging by my weight I have had more than enough to eat. I have seen God take nothing and make something out of it. I have seen the miraculous power of God move and do things that with my finite mind I thought were impossible. This is not to brag about dear ones but to show that faith in God is much more than asking God for Cadillacs, Mercedes Benz, Lexus, and BMW. Please understand that all of these cars I mentioned I love and the luxury they bring but faith in God is trusting God whether I have those things or not.
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​​​​​​CHAPTER 4
COPYCAT 
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I

f people were perfectly honest they would realize that they are true copycats who use the patterns of life that they have seen other people live. In some cases that is Good because we should strive to be like Jesus and pattern our lives after him. The word says mock the perfect man and I agree with that wholeheartedly we should strive to be our best and if other people help us to be our best we should definitely use their advice and the things that we learn from them to be our best selves. The apostle Paul said to a church he had established follow me as I follow Christ. There is absolutely nothing wrong with learning and growing through the example of others but there should come a time when you graduate after learning all that you can from your mentors. 

If all that you have is what you received from other people chances are you have never heard from God yourself and that's ok until you do hear his voice for yourself and receive direction from him. To this statement, I must say that God never contradicts his written word but please know that he can speak to you and give you direction for your life. 

Truth is that most preachers preaching today only preach sermons that they have heard other preachers preach. Again I say this is alright if that is the only sermon that you have but always research it yourself to make sure it is accurate and in line with the written word of God. If 

God has never given you a sermon to preach and you only rely on sermons from others, it is not mine to judge but I would question if you are a called preacher. At the very least I can safely say that you are not a Chosen preacher. Many are called but few are chosen. Regardless of where you stand on the issue if you are called, you should at least hear the voice of the Lord at least once. If you haven't, who were you listening to when you were called? 

There is a place in God where we should all aspire to grow. That place is unique to you. Where God wants to take you and place you, no one else can fill that spot but you. We lose out sometimes trying to fit into others' views of things or when we try to break out of the box that most people are in. The power of God is extremely great but it is also soft enough to condescend and deal with us as individuals. I am a father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. I love them all and would give my life to save any of them but I have unique relationships with all of them. Our conversations are different with each of them. Without trying to, I tailor a relationship with each of them according to their likes and dislikes. Some like cars and our conversation many times about cars whether that be new and luxurious or restoring an older car back to its original state while others may like music and that is our conversation many times but at all times I let them know that they can talk to me about anything and I will listen to them without judging them. With my finite mind, I try to talk about things that will help them and guide them in doing what they love in a way that will be fruitful to them now and in the future. 

God is much the same as us he can if we let him have an extremely unique relationship with us cultivating the best in us and helping us discard the worst in us. I would never compare myself to our great God but it is fact that although it is many of us he has a very unique relationship with all of us. It is a mistake for all of us to try to be clones and all act as if we are the same because that Great God of the universe thought enough of each of us to make us, shape us and create us in his likeness but uniquely individual. We have our own mind, our own likes, and dislikes that shapes us into a work of art that God himself has created. We should never lose our uniqueness but always be willing to let God prune us of things that we don’t need and add the things that we do need. 

Sometimes we need to be pruned of the people that we are hanging around if they are bad for us or a very negative influence on us. I am not at all saying that we should not ever be in the presence of sinners because Jesus himself friended sinners and had great relationships with them but in that relationship, he lead them to a better life. To be very candid there are some church people that we don’t need to be hanging around because their view of things is very negative and unfruitful. The church is much like your garage. It is designed to park your car but in it, there are lawnmowers, garden tools, and appliances. The church is designed to get you closer to Jesus and improve your relationship with him, but don’t go for this reason. You don’t discard all of the other things because the garage was not designed for them. Just as in this example God makes good use of all that is in his house, some are others growing as they try to help the ones that are stubborn and haven’t gotten the message others are there just to be kind and smile to lift the burdens of those who have had a challenging week. The garage was designed for your car but don’t discard the pruning devices or the lawnmower because it was not designed for them. All are needed to make the house a beautiful and complete home. 
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​​​​​​CHAPTER 5
ALWAYS 
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F

aith in God is knowing that he always knows what is best for me and will be there always when I need him and you should know that you need him every minute of every hour whether things are going good or bad. Faith in God is knowing that he is constant and will never change his love for me whether my behavior is good or not so good. Faith in God is knowing that he will bring me through any situation, problem, or failure that I happen to fall into. Faith is knowing God knows what is best for me and will always give me what is best for me. In our society, we have all been taught to have faith in things and I must say we should have faith that God will give us whatever we need when we ask but I also want us to be aware that everyone can’t handle riches. Our first goal in our spiritual walk is to be saved and walk worthy of the presence of God. There are some who if they receive great riches won’t stay with God but stray into the cares of this world. There are others who had to live in poverty who won’t stay with God because they would do bad things to have their needs supplied. The critical thing is having the mindset that whatever state I’m in I will serve the Lord and never let go of his hand. When you get to that point God is able to give you riches and you will yet love him and do his will. It would be better to not have riches if you end up in hell. We should always know that our first priority in accepting Jesus as savior is that he paid the penalty for our sins by shedding his blood on the cavalry cross. And that alone is the reason we can go to heaven. If you have accepted his gift and his great sacrifice for your sins you are saved whether rich or poor, fat or skinny, pretty or ugly, black, white, brown or mixed-race because he gave his life for all. 

The things of God are simple enough for anyone with any educational background to understand but are made difficult by well-meaning individuals who are concerned to the point that legalistic views are rigid and binding instead of being the freedom of a worried soul. This thing called faith is knowing that Jesus who saves us can also lead us into a right walk with him. We accept Jesus and our salvation because of what he did for us and not by our works that any of us should boast. I would never advocate that when we accept Jesus we are free to do any and everything that we want to do. When we accept Jesus we also accept his word and know that the work of the Holy Spirit will help us and lead us into all truth and conform us to his likeness. Our biggest mistake as a church is to try to do the work of the Holy Spirit. To be honest, when we ourselves try to make someone conform we become narcissistic and hurtful. The Holy Spirit is not a manipulator or a mean tyrant, The Holy Spirit is a helper, a teacher, and a guide. He is always a gentleman and will always have our best interests at heart. The ten commandments are very good but we should also understand that the law of the Spirit supersedes the law because the law of the Spirit is love which gives us a reason why we shouldn’t do in the thou shall not. Thou shall not kill, steal, lie, commit adultery and covet because we love our brothers and sisters in the Lord and not because it is a rule that we are supposed to not break. Most of the commandments deal with the way we treat our fellow man but the first is how we treat our God. This faith that we have must understand that it is God that we have faith in. Having faith in him we also love him and the more you get to know him the more you adore him. The law of the Spirit is all about love, love for our God, and love for our brothers and sisters. When we grasp this concept it is easy to serve Him because we develop a love affair with our Creator and by loving Him we will love what he loves. He loves each of us with unconditional love and a thinking person will love him in return and also love what he loves. The scripture plainly tells us that “ he who loves not knows not God for God is love”. Love is not what he does but who he is.
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​​​​​​CHAPTER 6
CONFESSING AND BELIEVING 
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T

he apostle Paul lets us know if we confess with our mouths the Lord Jesus and believe in our hearts that God raised Him from the dead we would be saved. The confession is identifying who you have faith in and why you do. Just saying that you accept Jesus without knowing and believing the gospel would be pointless. One must believe that he shed his blood as a sacrifice for our sins and took the penalty that we deserved and paid the ultimate price for our sins. 

He not only died for us but was resurrected from the dead with all power in his hand. Faith is knowing without a shadow of a doubt that God is who he says he is and Jesus did what he did for us to heal us in every area of our lives. The sad revelation of today's Christian world is that the greater majority of those who say that they are Christians don’t really know the facts of why Jesus died on the cross. Our theology in more recent years has been solely on the aspect of our receiving material things and healing for the natural bodies. The ironic thing is that you can’t condemn the teaching of God and blesses those who serve him. We can’t condemn the teachings of God healing our bodies when we are sick because it is all written in the bible that he was wounded for our transgressions, the chastisement of our peace is upon him and with his stripes, we are healed ( Isaiah 53 ) but the fact remains that most don’t know the details of why Jesus had to die the death that he did. The blessings and the healing are only fringe benefits of what was done on the Calvary cross. Jesus was the sacrifice for our sins for without the shedding of blood there is no remission or forgiveness for our sins. In the old testament days, the people would have to take bulls, turtle doves, goats, or lambs and sacrifice them for their blood to be an atonement for their sins. Jesus gave his life and allowed his blood to be shed for our sins to be atoned for and forgiven. Without knowing what Jesus did when he died on the calvary cross in its fullness is somewhat dangerous because we reduce the gospel to appeal to the lust of men and not the reverence to the omnipotence of God.
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