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Chapter 1: On BBC Island
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The ship’s deck heaved beneath him, a violent, groaning lurch that sent Ralph White scrambling for a handhold that didn’t exist. Saltwater stung his eyes, blurring the chaos of shouting crew and snapping ropes. “Hold on!” someone screamed, but the command was swallowed by a wave that hit like a concrete wall. The world flipped—sky, sea, wood, pain—and then there was only the cold, dark swallow of the ocean.
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Consciousness returned with the brutal sun on his face and the gritty feel of sand between his teeth. Ralph groaned, every muscle protesting as he pushed himself up onto his elbows. The beach was a blinding stretch of white, meeting a lush, impossible green of jungle. Behind him, the wreckage of the luxury yacht he’d hired to... well, to run away... was scattered like child’s toys in the surf.

He’d left everything. His condo in Miami, his startup that felt more like a trap, his girlfriend Lana whose love had curdled into constant, quiet criticism. Even his friends, who only ever wanted to talk about markets and mergers. He’d booked a solo voyage, a dramatic escape to “find himself.” The storm found him first.

Now he was here. Alone.

“Great,” he muttered, his voice rough. “Perfect.”

He spent the first day trying to signal for help, the second scouting for food. By the third, despair had settled in, a heavy weight in his chest. It was on the fourth day, while attempting to crack open a strange, spiky fruit, that he heard the sound.

Not birds. Not wind.

A low, rhythmic chant.

He froze, the fruit dropping from his hands. From the dense foliage at the edge of the beach, figures emerged. They moved with a silent, predatory grace that made Ralph’s breath catch.

Men. Seven of them.

They were... magnificent. Ralph’s brain, trained in aesthetics and design, couldn’t help but catalog the details even through his fear. Their skin was a deep, rich ebony, gleaming under the sun. They were tall, every one of them, with shoulders broad enough to carry mountains and chests carved like sculpted stone. Their faces were starkly beautiful—high cheekbones, strong jaws, and lips that were full, sensual, and utterly captivating. They wore minimal adornments: leather straps across their chests, loincloths of woven grass that did little to hide the powerful lines of their thighs and...

Ralph’s eyes widened.

The loincloths were loose, and as the men walked, the outlines of their genitals were clearly visible. And they were... large. Not just large, but prominent, heavy, and unmistakably long even in their relaxed state. A flush of heat, completely inappropriate for the situation, spread up Ralph’s neck.

One man, slightly taller than the others, with a pattern of white ash painted across his collarbones, stepped forward. His eyes, a piercing shade of dark amber, studied Ralph intently. He spoke, his voice a deep, resonant rumble that seemed to vibrate in Ralph’s bones. The words were unfamiliar, a language of clicks and rolling vowels.

Ralph raised his hands, palms out. “I’m friendly. I’m lost. I don’t want trouble.”
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