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​ March 11
Quotations

 


“I came out of
Bataan and I shall return!”

— General
Douglas MacArthur, who left the Philippines on March 11,
1942

 


“A learning
experience is one of those things that say, ‘You know that thing
you just did? Don’t do that.’”

— Douglas
Adams, born March 11, 1952

 


“If you’re
going to be a good and faithful judge, you have to resign yourself
to the fact that you’re not always going to like the conclusions
you reach. If you like them all the time, you’re probably doing
something wrong.”

— Justice
Antonin Scalia, born March 11, 1936

 


“The world has
arrived at an age of cheap complex devices of great reliability;
and something is bound to come of it.”

— Vannevar
Bush, born March 11, 1890

 


“Few men
during their lifetime come anywhere near exhausting the resources
dwelling within them. There are deep wells of strength that are
never used.”

— Admiral
Richard E. Byrd, died March 11, 1957

 


“I have fought
a long battle with slavery; and I confess my solicitude when I see
any thing that looks like concession to it.”

— Senator
Charles Sumner, died March 11, 1874

 


 


 


​ Event of the
Day

Johnny
Appleseed Day

 


Although
Johnny Appleseed is often considered an American tall tale in the
tradition of Paul Bunyan and John Henry, the character is quite
real. Jonathan Chapman, born September 26, 1774, got his start
tending orchards as an apprentice in Massachusetts and
Pennsylvania. Adopting a nomadic lifestyle, he moved into the
frontier lands of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and present-day West
Virginia, introducing apple trees wherever he went.

 


Rather than
sow apple seeds at random, Johnny Appleseed planted nurseries,
built fences around them, and arranged for the young trees to be
sold on shares. Every year or so he would return to tend each
nursery. Johnny Appleseed-planted nurseries are known to exist in
northwest Pennsylvania and in the Mohican area of north-central
Ohio.

 


The apples he
planted weren’t primarily for eating, but rather for producing hard
cider and apple jack. In addition, in some areas settlers were
required to plant orchards of apples and pears in order to claim
land.

 


Johnny
Appleseed was also a missionary for the Swedenborgian faith. He
preached the Gospel to Native Americans, converting many. He lived
a subsistence lifestyle, going barefoot and wearing old clothes.
Whether he really wore the tin-pot hat for which he is famous is
uncertain. In addition to his famous apple-planting, Johnny
Appleseed was also sensitive to all animals, including insects,
becoming a vegetarian in later life.

 


Different
reports exist concerning his death, and even the site of his grave
is a matter of controversy. Two competing sites in Fort Wayne,
Indiana claim to be his final resting place. He lived until at
least the age of 80 in spite of (or perhaps because of) the extreme
privation of his life. He left a substantial estate of over 1,200
acres of valuable nurseries to his sister.

 


Johnny
Appleseed Day is celebrated either on March 11 or September 26.
September 26 is his birthday, but March 11 is often preferred
because it is during planting season. There is also an annual
Johnny Appleseed Festival in Lisbon, Ohio, on September 18-19.
Numerous books and films honor both his legend and his
reality.
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​ March 11 Holidays and
Celebrations

 


Independence
Day (Lithuania)

Lithuania
actually celebrates two Independence Days, the first on February 16
to celebrate its independence from the Russian and German Empires
in 1918, and on March 11 to celebrate its re-establishment and
independence from the Soviet Union in 1990.

 


Moshoeshoe
Day (Lesotho)

King
Moshoeshoe I (1786 — March 11, 1870) was ruler and military leader
of what was then known as Basutoland. He fought numerous wars with
Zulu, Boer, and British invaders, losing some ground but never
suffering a major defeat. He established the modern-day boundaries
of Lesotho. His death marked the end of the traditional period and
the beginning of the colonial era. When Lesotho regained
independence, it reestablished itself as a constitutional monarchy.
Moshoeshoe Day is held every year on March 11 to commemorate the
day of his death.
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