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LOVE

is the great work

though every heart is first

an apprentice that slaves

beneath the city lights.

This wondrous

trade -

this magnificent

throne -

your love songs are destined for…
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POUR IT OUT

Pour out your love songs

let them cascade across your heart strings

Down among your arthritic knees,

wrists, elbows and shoulders.

Let your love live in this moment!

Free it from its desperate need to befriend pain.

Pour it out.

Stop stopping it.

Feel it flushing out through your muscles,

sinews,

organs

and toes.

Pour it out!

RUMBLE IN THE WIND

You’re a full-lipped flower

Bitten by the sun

Bled by the rain

Dripping with frost.

Rediscover your thunder

Rumble in the wind

Race with the river

Bath in the breeze

Roll in the prickly scented grass and reclaim your

Breathlessness.

CHARM THE MOON

The waters of your heart rise with the moon

their nocturnal rhythms lap against my ripening heart.

Lakes and rivers catch fire at vespers

holding your lips apart.

I love your sleepy moods,

the wet moonscape of your embraces

bathe in the moon’s charm

full of kisses and graces.

I promised to charm the moon for you

to make it behave and acknowledge your beauty

but you slept while the tides flew,

against my ripening heart’s puberty.

DRUNK ON LOVE

Drunk on love.

Drunk on the feasting of a new love

yielding to a new drunkenness.

Laughing at the white-faced sardonic god.

Drunk on grins & cries & laughs & sighs.

Drunk in Ouagadougou, Accra, London & Paris.

Drunk at never being drunk in Amsterdam.

Drunk on love

and nowhere to go but here with you.

DUSKY BEAUTY

Precious beauty your dusky

memories bind me to your hills

of purple ribbon dreams hiding in

the secrets of your sensuous valleys.

You body’s husks await flaying with

murmurs of restless nights and

corrugated days under giant leaves

where soft shadows caress your sex.

Your harsh beauty strikes with a swift blade

through this tawdry life sparking your elegant

countenance alive with ancient dreams of dusky

beauty covering your passionate crimes.

STRETCH OUT

Stretch out your love

over lands and seas and skies like conspirators’ clouds.

Stretch out and touch the danger of being alive.

Spike the heavens to breaking point for love.

Feel the glory

Feel the hurt

Feel the triumph

Feel your sinews creak with joy

Feel fear-free!

Climb the ladder of your horizons...

Stretched out and step onto the radiant plateau of your humanity!

Stretch...

Stretch...

Stretch out for love!

FRAGILITY

Your love is like a flaming song

rising from cane-lipped kisses.

The beauty of your soft-dimpled face

flickers in the fiery night, all aglow

with the fragrance of Jasmine.

No pathos

No pity

No crying heartaches

can spoil the rhythm of your dreams that blossom in your

flowering

fragility.

THE ECHO OF CENTURIES

Let your breath be moist against me

Let the light of your eyes burn embers of beads into my soul

Let me preach words softly up and down your spine and

insulate you from the patterns of your betrayers

Let me remove the ties from your tongue and

be spellbound by your bounteous voice

Let me echo the centuries of your frustrations

Let me co-mingle with your sorrows and

celebrate your triumphant staying power.

WHEN ROSES DIE

When roses die

their scent remains

lingering in the heart’s soft tissues nurtured by leafy stems

Their spiky tentacles then

cleaned up

prepare for

the magnificent resurgence
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