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Chapter 1 False Alarm

Silver Moon sat up in bed and sighed. Leon sat up and wrapped his arms around her.

“What’s wrong, milady?”

“It’s weird. I still feel pregnant, but I started my period.”

“What? Your belly is still glowing.”

“I know. I can feel that, but as you know the test said I wasn’t pregnant. It’s just a pseudo pregnancy.”

“So, you can feel you are, but you’re not.”

“Yeah, and it’s caused by wacky hormones. I don’t have a baby or the specific baby hormone.”

“Oh. So, it’s a physical condition.”

“Yes. I think many people get that part wrong and like to say the woman only thinks she’s pregnant.”

“Well, something is happening even if you’re not pregnant. Otherwise, your belly wouldn’t be glowing.”

“I know that. I can feel her inside of me.”

“Elsewhere is trying to be reborn.”

“We’ve got to help her even if I can’t get pregnant.”

Leon blinked. “The doctor said you might be able to get pregnant.”

She sighed. “I know it’s still a possibility. I’m trying not to be disappointed.”

“I’m disappointed too, but I’m more concerned about you, your health and how you feel.”

“That helps. At least you get it. I’m the one who will carry our child. My health is important, but so is yours.”

“My health too?”

“Yes, your health determines the start of the baby. Mine will determine if the baby will survive.”

“I didn’t realize that before.”

“Mama? Is everything alright?”

Silver Moon sighed. “I don’t know. I’m not really pregnant. I just have wacky hormones.”

White Lion blinked in the doorway. “So, I won’t get another sibling.”

“No, little one. Not this time.”

Claira Jaen said, “That’s sad. I was looking forward to a baby.”

Sebastien said, “Babies are annoying. At least they grow up.”

Silver Moon said, “Thanks for the reminder, Sebastien. I know babies can be a lot of work and a big adjustment.”

Leon said, “If we have one, we’ll do our best to keep them from crying all the time.”

Sebastien blinked. “You might find that hard to do, but I wish you luck if you have a baby.” He looked at his siblings. “We’re hungry now. I hope you won’t forget to feed us if you have a baby to take care of too.”
	Silver Moon got out of bed. “How would you like to learn how to cook?”

Sebastien blinked and his mouth gaped open. He closed it. “I would like to learn. I know you could teach how to deal with plant food, but we need meat too.”

Leon got out of bed. “In that case, how about we get you cooking lessons?”

Claira Jaen said, “Some of the other nekos know how to cook. We could get lessons from them.”

Sebastien said, “Perhaps we should do that.”

It didn’t take Leon and Silver Moon long to get breakfast for everyone. Everyone gathered at the table and started to eat.

Claira Jaen asked, “So, what are you doing today?”

Leon sighed. “I’ll be making some potions for clients.”

Silver Moon said, “I’m working on a book.”

Sebastien said, “I’ll be meditating on what we can do to help Elsewhere.”

White Lion said, “Comforting Mama.”

Claira Jaen said, “In that case, I’ll stand by and write down what Sebastien comes up with.”


Chapter 2 Midwife

Leon turned to Silver Moon. “Are you ready to see the midwife today?”

Silver Moon sighed. “I don’t know.”

“Your belly is still glowing.”

“I know.”

All three tiny nekos stared at the elves. Leon’s eyes moved between his wife and the nekos.

Silver Moon sighed. “I suppose it’s about time we left. Will you little ones be okay without us for a little while?”

She was answered by several meows from the cats and nods from the tiny nekos.

Leon offered his hand to Silver Moon. “Milady, let’s go.”

They soon left the apartment without another word. They walked in silence as others did around them. Others who looked pale and wane. People who were starting to walk slower the longer they walked. Silver and Leon kept up their pace until they reached the midwifery. They stepped inside and were soon greeted.

The midwife smiled. “I got the message and I can see your belly is still glowing. Clearly something is happening.”

Silver Moon asked, “Will it be enough to bring back Elsewhere?”

The midwife stopped. “I would hope so. It would certainly be easier if you were also pregnant with one of your own, but we will work with what we have.”

Silver Moon nodded. “I didn’t want to get my hopes up and yet I’m still disappointed.”

The midwife nodded. “You really want one, that’s why. I’ve helped other women with your condition with babies they were able to have later on.”

Silver Moon sighed. “I know it’s possible, but it will be some time before it could happen.”

The midwife said, “This is true. Let’s go over what we will be doing when it’s time for Elsewhere to be reborn.”

Leon blinked. “How will that work? Will it be the same as if she’s pregnant and in labor? Or will she have to pretend?”

The midwife answered, “She may have to pretend, but I think Elsewhere will let us know when it’s her time to come back.”

Silver Moon asked, “What if Elsewhere doesn’t know that? Will we have to schedule a time for me to symbolically give birth to her?”

The midwife blinked. “Oh? Is Elsewhere not in a good state to know when she needs to be reborn?”

Leon answered, “We’re not sure. No one has been able to reach her since she was killed and now resides in milady’s belly.”

The midwife gasped. “So, it’s worse than I thought. I was hoping she would still be reachable.”

Silver Moon said, “Perhaps she is in a fetus state and cannot think the way we’re used to her thinking.”

The midwife sighed. “Then I don’t know if your pretending will be enough.”

Silver Moon said, “It’s all we have for now, unless I can get pregnant.”

The midwife sighed again. “Then I’ll treat you as if you are already pregnant. What kind of birth would you like?”

Silver Moon answered, “I’d prefer a water birth. I know those can be safer on mother and child.”

The midwife nodded and took notes. “I think that will help as our city is surrounded by water.”

Leon asked, “Could we have the birth in the cave where we witches gather?”

The midwife looked up from her tablet computer. “Oh, that would increase our chances greatly especially if the rest of you lend your magic to help Elsewhere to be reborn.”
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