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Think about this:

Can you understand a document in a translated language?

If you haven’t experienced the pleasure or hassle of learning and speaking a second language, you might not be able to do justice to the answer to that question.

My native language is English. I’ve now lived in France for the better part of my life, the last 40 years, since 1978. My French is pretty good, but I would in no way say I’m a French speaker. When it comes to colloquialisms, jokes, plays-on-words, and slang, leave me out. I don’t know when to laugh, and I don’t know what to answer. The simple evidence is that I don’t understand what people are saying. Yes, I speak French, but to say I master the language like a French-person would be a gross exaggeration.

There’s a lot of Bible-arguing going on based on one’s native language. It’s like fighting over bricks and forgetting about the house of which each one is a part.

Let me give you one example here. The original Biblical Hebrew word commandment, as in the Ten Commandments, is translated with over 50 (that’s right, fifty) different English words by the translators of the King James Bible version. That’s amazing when you think about it. I’ll add that in Hebrew, this word commandment has only three letters: dbr. How can you get 50 different English translations out of that?

I won’t get into a detailed explanation here of why this is so, but it should make you stop and think: How can this be?

If you start learning the Hebrew alphabet and vocabulary today, it’ll take you forever to learn how to read and study the original language, and you’ll still never be able to grasp the nuances of all those 50 shades of commandment.

That’s why the Annex is devoted to 7 Keys to Master Biblical Hebrew–A Study Method to Unlock Bible Meaning, with no fuss. There you’ll find a summary of the free, acclaimed online course including all the freely accessible online Bible tools at UnlockBibleMeaning.com for your study – even if you don’t possess a Bible.

Let me say openly. You’ve never seen a method like this that will help you unlock Bible meaning so quickly and easily.

Hundreds of students have followed this course. Here are just a few reviews:


The instructor was precise in his delivery and how to check the meaning. It was really helpful to learn the power of the Hebrew behind the words. Phyllis C.

It’s a SHAME!.. after many Bible translations, most people still have a blurred “understanding” of what Sam Kneller, so elegantly clarifies in this course. See it for yourself. This is a MUST TAKE COURSE for everyone, no matter their beliefs (or non-beliefs) are. Hey!, if you can’t really comprehend the CLIMAX in ‘the first story’...forget PhDs. Thanks! Jesse C.

He explains in a very slow and concise manner. Allowing a student to keep up with the lesson. JoAnne J.

I think it is well organized and very informative. I thought the instructor could be a little more enthusiastic but I think that might just be because everyone who teaches now acts as they have just won the lottery. Overall, I think it was great. Myrna P.

For someone so old willing to take his time to share his knowledge with the world, he deserves 5 stars. If the video you find it too long, doesn’t matter, pay attention to the materials he has to share. In fact, the aim of this course is for him to enable you to self-learn independently. Shung J.

C’est concis, bien documenté, bien présenté verbalement. C’est vraiment superbe à tous points de vue. Bravo Viviane L.

I found this course to give a clear and useful example of using the website and tools mentioned. Need to be open-minded and willing to explore the Bible, rather than dogmatic, to get the most from this course. Thanks, Sam, for introducing me to these tools. I look forward to further explorations. Robin S.
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Some links in this e-book connect you to websites on the Internet. Hence the need for an internet connection as you read. That said, the subject is understandable without navigating to those links. All links were correct at the time of publication. If you find an issue, let me know at sam@theexplanation.com Thanks in advance.

You will find all the Bible tools to follow along with this e-book at http://UnlockBibleMeaning.com 


• The entire King James Bible online. Search by book, chapter, verse or word or phrase

• The Interlinear Bible with Biblical Hebrew, English, phonetics, Strong’s numbers and link to his annotation and list of KJV translations

• Strong’s Bible Concordance for each Hebrew and Greek word with its annotation and list of KJV translations

• The Hebrew-Greek Concordance. Also called Englishman’s concordance. It gathers together all the Bible verses with the same original Biblical Hebrew and Greek words so you can study the various usages of each word in context.



At the end of each chapter of this e-book, there are ideas for Further Study. These are suggested exercises for your enrichment to dig for Bible Study gems to enhance your understanding. You can skip these and move on. I do suggest you peruse the content. Some comments complement the information in the chapter.

If you’ve come across this e-book for the first time, then please know that it is part of a much larger work: The Explanation series. See all the books.


www.TheExplanation.com



Join The Explanation Newsletter2  no spam, total privacy. Receive Sam’s latest blog post notifications and information about The Explanation
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Given the social climate and the activity and talk that surrounds women’s movements and women in general, some might consider this book controversial. The goal of The Explanation is not to participate, that is be for or against, in any movements or controversy. But rather to explain what the Bible indicates. 

This book is simply the follow-on of Origin of Humankind (volume 5) which focused on Genesis 2:7; creation of the first man. In essence, the first human being of the world population. As such, the key is to understand what makes a human human. It is the neshama, the mind.

God placed that man with his mind in the Garden of Eden. But man, with mind, even in the Garden, is not good alone. Hence the creation of woman.

Her beginning occupies eight verses, whereas that of the man, only one. Straightaway, we realize there’s something astonishingly special about her appearance on the scene. 

Origin of Woman develops these telling details based on the meaning of the Biblical Hebrew words. The narrative is full of hidden gems. They enhance and complete the story of WHY God created humankind and what His plan is. And why the woman is a primary element in its accomplishment. The ending is magnificent, but you’ll have to read the book to find out just how sumptuous it’s going to be.

The story of the Universe, of which the man and the woman are key pieces, is the narrative of coherent completeness. Like an oversized jigsaw puzzle there’s only one way to assemble it, to reveal the original picture. Likewise, with the roles of the man and the woman. Origin of Woman develops the mystery of man and woman. It explains WHY there are marked differences in their mindsets, WHY this is designed as it is by Yahveh, Himself. 

The Explanation series answers the evasive question, “How can we bring peace and prosperity to humankind and Earth?”

Inventory of the Universe (volume 1) reveals just how interdependent, every single cog, all aspects of the Universe are. Space, atmosphere, water, land, flora, fauna and humankind, unique from animals, are the oh so complex, but oh so interconnected actors of our play. This book brings readers down to earth, away from consumerism and the daily hustle and bustle, back to our real roots. Focus on the big picture, the essentials. 

Audit of the Universe (2) and Audit of Humankind (3) present an overview of how humankind has managed our planet. Is the half-full glass of peace and prosperity getting fuller or emptier? They focus on humanity’s role in this equation. Humans are at the pinnacle of dominion over Earth, how are we faring in this role? It details the Singularities of Humankind, How Humans Function, Socialize, Govern, and Reason. What is the outcome of human relations and rulership?

Origin of the Universe (4) unpacks popular ideas and shared beliefs in the light of Biblical Hebrew. For those not familiar with the Bible or Genesis, it includes preparatory material that answers fundamental questions: Why look for answers in Sacred Books, and in particular, the Bible? How to interpret the Bible, and what is real Theology? It then jumps right into the thick of Genesis 1:1 and is a commentary on chapter 1. 

This book, Origin of Woman, is the sixth book of The Explanation series. 

Origin of Woman is a commentary on the end of Genesis 2. Learn what the Bible says about the rights and responsibilities of women. 

There’s so much polarized and conflicting information on this and so many other subjects today. It’s can be a wearying task to differentiate fact from fiction. The Explanation will help in establishing groundwork benchmarks so you can measure the validity of circulating information. It will equip you with a robust grid onto which you’ll be able to fit new pieces of the puzzle until you have a more focused and precise picture of the world in which we live.

Join Sam for a deep dive into a topic that concerns fifty percent of the world population. Seekers of answers to the big questions in life cannot skirt this issue. Such understanding is so much more than just information; it’s fundamental knowledge. How and where do women fit in the puzzle of the Universe. Eight Bible verses you need to get right, to see how the female role fits into the puzzle of why Humankind is on Earth.

Jump into the narrative. The first man in on the scene (Origin of Humankind, volume 5). Next is the creation of the Garden of Eden, the sumptuous home, prepared like a diamond-studded jewel, for the arrival of the first woman.
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1. In the Garden of Eden
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​Garden of Eden. Much More than a Garden.
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[image: Garden of Eden. Represents Much More than a Garden]

Garden of Eden. Myth or reality? Imagination or Paradise? It is Bible reality, described from Genesis to Revelation in notable fashion.

The Garden of Eden and its creation was the immediate first act after creating the first man. Genesis 2:8 recounts this episode. Understanding the relationship of man, humans to the Garden of Eden, is comprehending the plan of God. Let’s start by establishing some basics which mythology and religion have twisted out of shape. God made a neshama nefesh. A conscious being whom He houses in sumptuous surroundings. God alone, can insert and extract human beings from the Garden of Eden.


Genesis 2:8

And the LORD God planted (H5193) a garden (H1588) eastward in Eden (H5731); and there he put the man whom he had formed.




	Technically it is not the Garden OF Eden. It’s the Garden IN Eden. Eden is quite a vast territory, as I’ll point out. Within is a relatively small space devoted to this Garden.

	God had already created Eden. I would say on Day 3 when He created dry land and vegetation.

	This Garden belongs to God. It’s His abode on Earth. God is present everywhere in the Universe and beyond. But He has chosen and set up a particular and specific place as His dwelling. As unbelievable as it might sound, from every place He could prefer, He decided right here on our planet in a precise location we shall identify. It is more than a simple dwelling. I will show you this is God’s Headquarters from where He rules Earth and beyond.

	Remember, God gave humans dominion over Earth. He placed the man in the Garden, at Headquarters. Humans are going to rule in the company of God.

	God is sharing His Rulership and His Headquarters with humans.



I used the analogy that the renewing of Earth was like preparing the room for baby. In that case, you want to finish the room before the baby arrives. Why then does God first create Adam, and only AFTER that event, does He organize the Garden of Eden?

To answer that question, let’s first take a closer look at what the Garden of Eden is. We are going to resort to the Biblical Hebrew and Strong’s concordance. We need a deeper understanding of the vocabulary used here, starting with the word planted. What does that mean?


H5193

נָטַע nâṭaʻ new-tah’; a primitive root; properly, to strike in, i.e., fix; specifically, to plant (literally or figuratively):

KJV – fastened, plant(-er).



We think of planting seeds or flowers. This planting of the Garden carries major significance. This idea is solidly fastening, putting down (striking in as Strong expresses it, like with a hammer) deep roots. This Garden is firmly affixed. Once in place, it cannot be removed. Today, the Garden is nowhere in sight. Maybe that’s why people read this as a myth. Notice that nata – planted is literal as well as figurative. That’s the fourth key to master Biblical Hebrew. See what else God plants figuratively. Here’s a noteworthy related verse that Moses sang after passing through the opened Sea with the Israelites on their way to the Promised Land.


Exodus 15:17-18

17 You shall bring them [from the Egypt exodus] in, and plant (H5193) them in the mountain of your inheritance, in the place, O LORD, which you have made for yourself to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established.

18 The LORD shall reign forever and ever.



All the elements of Genesis 2:8 are in these verses in Exodus. God’s property is the mountain of your inheritance. There is the Sanctuary (Headquarters, referring to Jerusalem and specifically the Temple, this context is also prophetic), which God has built with His own hands and in which He dwells; this is analogous to God planting His Garden of Eden, His dwelling place. This mountain is God’s inheritance, His estate, which He shares with those of the Exodus, those who come out of Egypt, come out of sin, eventually all repentant human beings. How permanent is this planting of the Sanctuary, the Garden, and humans? Verse 18 answers unequivocally, forever, and ever.

When you can grasp the Biblical Hebrew and tell the story of just one word, to plant H5193, you can look into the depth of God’s plan. You see the word garden and think of roses or vegetables. Yes, but in so doing, we’ve missed the entire figurative meaning.


H1588

גַּן gan; from H1598 (גָּנַן); a garden (as fenced):

KJV – garden.

H1598

גָּנַן gânan gaw-nan’; a primitive root; to hedge about, i.e. (generally) protect:

KJV – defend.



The Garden in Eden is fenced. Politically, today, walls have bad press, but they can fulfill a needed purpose. Here’s a verse about a future Temple, a Sanctuary, with the explanation of why there’s a wall.


Ezekiel 42:15,20

15 Now when he had made an end of measuring the inner house, he brought me forth toward the gate whose prospect is toward the east and measured it round about.

20 He measured it by the four sides: it had a wall round about, five hundred reeds long, and five hundred broad, to make a separation between the sanctuary and the profane place.



The Sanctuary and specifically certain parts like the Holy of Holies are holy. They are pure and dedicated for holy use ONLY by certain Priests. I can’t get into the details here, but verse 20 reveals a WALL separating this holy area from the profane, which was all around; this is exactly the scenario and sense of the Biblical Hebrew word gan – garden. It is a protected area reserved for the holy. At their creation, Adam and Eve were holy, placed in a holy environment. You know the rest of the story and how they were ousted because they lost their holiness. They exited via the EAST gate. The whole plan of God consists of bringing humankind BACK INTO the Garden of Eden, this protected holy place, via the East gate.

Christ entered Jerusalem from the Garden of Gethsemane (East of Jerusalem). On His Return, He enters Jerusalem from the East. On His crucifixion, the curtain that was rent (Matthew 27:51), signifying the entrance to the Holy of Holies, RE-entry to the Garden of Eden, was on the EAST wall of the Holy of Holies. In ancient times and Biblically, the East was the main point of the compass, not the North. Once you’ve entered this Garden from the East, you’re under the protection of the God of the Universe. This wall is not for belligerence, but rather a Sanctuary of Peace with an open gate on its Eastside. Yes, there are requirements to enter, to pass from the profane to the Holy, yes, there are other entry gates. But that’s another aspect of our story.

A lot of people, even the religious, believe the concept that the Garden of Eden is a myth. Or, at best, it is the figment of the imagination of some author, based on an ancient myth, who wanted to transmit some hope or national nirvana to his people. The Explanation does not take this viewpoint. I’m presenting a theological point of view. Taking God’s Word as God’s Word, as foolish at it might sound. Eden existed and is multi-symbolic of sacred places and worlds to come. Unfortunately, Strong’s comments and even the translation do not give a hint of its majesty.


H5731.

עֵדֶן ʻÊden ay’-den; the same as H5730 (עֵדֶן) (masculine); Eden, the region of Adam’s home:

KJV – Eden.-green

H5730.

עֵדֶן ʻêden ay’-den; or (feminine) עֶדְנָה; from H5727 (עָדַן); pleasure:

KJV – delicate, delight, pleasure. See also H1040 (בֵּית עֵדֶן).



These KJV words are an extremely pale representation of future reality. I realize, if you’re reading this for the first time, it sounds very extravagant. But this presentation is based on mastering Biblical Hebrew and the roots and stories of the original language words. None of this is hypothetical or mystical. It is coherent completeness coupled with Biblewide corroboration. In Genesis 2:7, God creates humans and then, in the very next verse, gives the ENTIRE plan, all the way through to the final accomplishment, Eden. It’s magistral authorship by a majestic Author; we should expect nothing less of God.


Revelation 21:10-12, 24, 26-27

10 And he carried me [the Apostle John] away in the spirit to a great and high mountain (see the mountain of Ex. 15:17 above), and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,

11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;

12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates...

24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.

26 And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it.

27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defiles, neither whatsoever works abomination, or makes a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.



That’s an introductory description of the future Garden of Eden. There’s plenty more to add. Do you see the comparison? First, God prepares His people (like Adam) then comes New Jerusalem, (like planting the Garden). If there’s not full righteousness, there’s no Garden, that’s why there’s no Garden today. Verse 12 relates the walls that will protect the saved who walk in the light. The ungodly cannot enter this holy city, just like the two cherubim protected entry to the Garden of Eden.

Only those in the Book of Life are in New Jerusalem. These are all God’s people who have the same pure nishmat chayim the pure consciousness of life that Adam had, that God breathed into him at Creation. It’s this entire process of the nations, all nations, all peoples who have ever walked the face of the Earth, receiving the opportunity to return to a pure nishmat chayim that is the story of the Bible. All people are equal before God, and all will have that opportunity. The Explanation tells the incredible story of the Garden of Eden inhabited by all those who will inherit Eternal Life.

This one verse, “God planted a Garden eastward in Eden,” merits an entire book; maybe I’ll write it. Because the Garden has multiple prefigurations in the Old and New Testaments with the Tabernacle, the Temples (plural), and the Church, the curtain was miraculously rent, from top to bottom, in the Temple when Christ died on the cross. That signified the removal of the two Cherubim from the entry gate to the Garden. For the first time since Adam and Eve were cast out, God’s servants, Christ being the First, the Firstfruits, could enter the Holy of Holies, God’s dwelling. For the first time, a human (the man, Jesus) had put on the FULL IMAGE and the FULL LIKENESS of his Father and entered the KINship of Elohim.

The first man, upon his creation, was put into the Garden. The Second Man, upon His Spiritual Creational Resurrection, was put into God’s Kingdom. What a story the Garden of Eden tells us.
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​Evil. God Allowed it in the Garden of Eden
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[image: Evil. God Deliberately Allowed it in the Garden of Eden. Here’s Why]

First came the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, then Evil in the person of the Serpent. Understand the significance behind these seemingly incomprehensive moves by God Himself.

Evil, by whatever definition, is a phenomenon from which most of us would shy away. While some might revel in its devastation, I believe we can safely say, most wish to avoid evil. Why God planted it in the Garden and then sent in the fallen Archangel to contend with humans is one of the big enigmas of God’s plan.

Let’s comprehend this ambiguous piece of the Bible puzzle. This potent mixture of good and evil.


Genesis 2:9

And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant (H2530) to the sight, and good (H2896) for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.



We witness a special planting, separate from the Day 5 creation of trees. Instant fully grown trees (I wonder about their dendrology) that appealed to the human senses of sight and taste. We have already seen the Biblical Hebrew good – tov – H2896. It was good concludes each day’s creation. Better translations rendered by the KJV translators are beautiful,  precious, prosperity, ready, sweet, wealth, welfare. Both trees were magnificent.

Pleasant, the second descriptive, warrants deeper study.


H2530

חָמַד châmad khaw-mad’; a primitive root; to delight in:

KJV – beauty, greatly beloved, covet, delectable thing, ([idiom] great) delight, desire, goodly, lust, (be) pleasant (thing), precious (thing).



These trees evoked so much delight that they could lead to coveting. We see the second key to master Biblical Hebrew; words have opposing meanings. Delighting in an activity should not cross the line into covetousness. In Genesis 3, the man and woman crossed the line.

This garden has two centerpieces. The word midst is not chosen lightly because there are two outstanding trees in the very center of the estate. When you’re in this garden, everything seems to draw your attention, and your path leads inevitably to these marvels of nature. It’s not just their lusciousness; it’s also their eye-catching and thought-provoking labels: Tree of Life and Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. In the midst of the garden, there’s intrigue, what is life? What is good? What is evil? Why two trees?

Midst is significant. Let’s grasp additional nuances of this word. They are enlightening.


H8432

תָּוֶךְ tâvek taw’-vek; from an unused root meaning to sever; a bisection, i.e. (by implication) the centre:

KJV – among(-st), ⨯ between, half, ⨯ (there-, where-), in(-to), middle, mid(-night), midst (among), ⨯ out (of), ⨯ through, ⨯ with(-in).



These definitions remind me of dividing between night and day. There’s a sheer separation between the two. The midst of the Garden designates a parting of the ways; a severance takes place. It’s one way or the other. You can’t take both roads. Indeed, when Adam and Eve took of one tree, they were severed from the other. What’s pleasant to the sight and delectable to the taste (especially figuratively) is not necessarily the best path to take. It can sever a person from proper decision-making.

Do you see the story the Biblical Hebrew words are telling us? There’s a choice here, despite no specific mention of free will choice. Let’s focus on the two-tree-choice.

The Tree of Life (עֵ֤ץ הַֽחַיִּים֙ – aits hachayim) which should be translated Tree of Lives, in the plural. The Explanation discussed the nishmat chayim, the breath of lives (plural) God breathed into Adam in Genesis 2:7. It is the physical AND mental AND potential spiritual AND potential eternal LIVES; this is the reality and future of each human. I do not have the space to give a detailed explanation here, but in His conversation with Nicodemus, a religious leader who didn’t understand the Bible teachings, Christ said,


John 3:15

15 That whosoever believes in him (Christ) should not perish, but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.



Christ sent Nicodemus back to the clear-cut two paths of Genesis 2:9 symbolized by the two trees: Perishment and Eternal Life. A more significant severance of results is not possible. These are diametrically opposite goals set for each human being, immediately at the creation of the first man. God states his plan and purpose for humans in clear terms. Nicodemus didn’t understand this, and I dare say, most people don’t understand this today.

Likewise, it is challenging, even impossible to understand what Eternal Life is. Unfortunately, religion throws these two words around without grasping their significance. How can I affirm this? If they did, they’d better understand the real path that leads to eternal life. Many walk around with signs and quote, “Believe in Christ and you’ll be saved” from John 3:15, which I quoted above. The fact is, demons believe and they will NOT be saved. James 2:19 states, “You believe that there is one God; you do well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” Not only do demons BELIEVE, but they KNOW who Christ is.


Matthew 8:28-29

28 And when he [Jesus] was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way.

29 And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with you, Jesus, you Son of God? are you come here to torment us before the time?



They knew some main aspects of God’s plan. Indeed, belief and knowing who Christ is are the pathway to eternal life, but they don’t get you all the way there; otherwise, the demons would be partaking of the Tree of Life, which is not the case. There’s more to it that needs to be understood.

The more to it that is misunderstood involves the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil AND the Serpent being placed and allowed DIRECTLY in the Garden of Eden. We need to grasp WHY this seemingly counter-productive concept is a part of God’s plan; this is where coherent completeness plays a primordial role. Unless you can surmise a coherent answer to this question, you don’t understand what God’s plan is. The fact that evil was present in the Garden is a particular puzzle piece that must be turned right side up and perfectly assembled with all the other pieces.

Here’s the million-dollar question: How can a loving God plant a Tree of Death in Paradise? The short answer is: To test human beings so each one makes a free will choice as to WHICH PATH they want to follow: Life or Death.

Let’s step back an instant and summarize God’s plan – Why He created humankind. He created us in HIS IMAGE. Humans are of the GOD KIND. Of course, we’re on a much, much, much lower level but along with God, we humans alone possess neshama. With our neshama, we can love, and we can hate. He plans to give us Eternal Life. We have a minimal realization of what Eternal Life is; we know that it’s going to last a long, long, long time.

BEFORE God gives us Eternal Life, He needs to know and be sure of ONE point; what we are going to do with our neshama, our consciousnes, and mind for all of Eternity. Think of the person you least appreciate, someone who bothers you, maybe even drives you crazy. That’s your neshama reaction to said individual. Now imagine you had to spend all Eternity with that individual with that same attitude! You might renounce Eternal Life because it would be more like hell. Granted, this is a simplistic example, but it’s precisely what God wants to avoid among His kinship.

We have to believe God as we saw, but we have to sort out our relationships. Love God, love neighbor, love that bothersome person, love our enemies.  God has no intention of allowing bickering people into the Garden of Eden. That’s part of the reason Adam and Eve were ousted (I’ll give you the surprising full idea later, and it’s not what you think it is). How can God know if we can straighten out our relationships and problems?

There’s only ONE WAY. PUT WRONG RELATIONSHIPS and PROBLEMS IN FRONT OF YOU and see how you’re going to react with your neshama. That’s why God put the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden.

We put tests in front of babies, children, adolescents, and adults throughout their lives. Whether it’s harder and harder games, homework exercises, exams, sports challenges, or business goals to reach, it’s all to see how you’re going to react and progress. The better you develop yourself, the harder the challenge.

The Bible refers to these challenges as, what I’d call, neshama resistance. In principle, the same Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil is present today in the form of everything that can separate us from God. I can’t go into all the details here. Even the serpent is present to lead us astray.


1 Peter 5:8-9

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking whom he may devour:

9 Whom resist (G436) stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.



There’s a New Testament verse that explains and corroborates Old Testament theology. We tend to use the word trials or temptations today, to refer to these afflictions. Eternal life is so mind-boggling in its vastness, not just time-wise but especially in what we’re going to do with all that time, how we are going to allow our neshama to react during all that time. God must know the answers BEFORE He gives us Eternal Life. He has to know which path we’ve definitively decided to follow. And which path we’ve severed.

Lukewarm is abhorrent to God. One would think that God would approve an individual who walks down the median line between good and evil, leading a balanced spiritual life. But, look at what He says,


Revelation 3:15-16

15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot: I would you were cold or hot.

16 So then because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue you out of my mouth.



This verse is the example of someone in the midst of the Garden of Eden looking at the two trees and NOT taking any action. Not deciding is a negative decision. Straddling two worlds is not what God has in mind regarding candidates for Eternal Life. He’s looking for commitment. And the only way to see if someone is committed is to see how they resist. Believing is necessary, but it is not the only needed quality.
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