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This book is dedicated to all Baseball fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the game of Baseball.  Whether you played the game or not does not matter.  To all the guys I grew up with and played baseball with as well as all the players, coaches and fellow umpires I have known throughout the years, this one’s for you!!  I hope everyone enjoys.

One of the biggest influences on me was my High School Baseball Coach, Neil Pierce.  We shared the same love for baseball and its history.  We probably talked more about the history of the game than the strategy of the game when I played for him.  I know of no one who loves the game more than Coach Pierce.  Thanks Coach!

Steve Fulton

Make sure you read our books ‘Every Diamond Does Sparkle...”The Playoffs”’, and ‘Every Diamond Sparkles More “The World Series”’, available at www.stevesfootballbible.com.
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Baseball.  The great American game.  America’s National Past Time.  It’s the only game where there is no time limit.  It has been played for ages, during WWI, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War and the current day’s conflicts.  Knowing the history of the game makes it easy to carry on a conversation with all generations.  It’s a family game that everyone can enjoy, whether playing it in the backyard with friends or at a family BBQ or taking in a Major League or Minor League game or even a local high school, college or local amateur team.  Anyone can play but you don’t need to have played to enjoy the game.  Yogi Berra once said, “Baseball is ninety percent mental, the other half is physical.”  The uniqueness of many of the Ballparks makes it different from any other sport.  It’s a game of strategy whether as a pitcher, batter, baserunner or manager.  The best thing about baseball is it is generally played during the warm months of Spring, Summer and early Fall.

My love of baseball began at an early age.  My Dad took me to my first Twins game when I was 4 or 5 years old at the old Metropolitan Stadium.  I remember we went with one of his good friends, Orville Hoeg and his son Robert.  I got lost coming back from the concession stand, but “Bobby” must have been looking out for me and grabbed me and got me back to our seats.  Then there was the Twins making the World Series in 1965 and how big a deal that was.  For my 7th birthday, my Dad took me to the Twins game with a few of my friends.  That day the Twins hit five home runs in one inning, a record that still stands.  There have been many games attended since then with family and friends.  The greatest thrill was attending the 1987 ALCS and World Series, the year the Twins won their first World Series Championship.

Steve Fulton
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​​Brief history of the Brooklyn Dodgers
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The Brooklyn Dodgers were a Major League Baseball team founded in 1884 as a member of the American Association before joining the National League in 1890. They remained in Brooklyn until 1957, after which the club moved to Los Angeles, California, where it continues its history as the Los Angeles Dodgers. The team moved west at the same time as its longtime rival, the New York Giants, relocated to San Francisco in northern California as the San Francisco Giants. The team's name derived from the reputed skill of Brooklyn residents at evading the city's trolley streetcars; the name is a shortened form of their old name, the Brooklyn Trolley Dodgers. The Dodgers played in two stadiums in South Brooklyn, each named Washington Park, and at Eastern Park in the neighborhood of Brownsville before moving to Ebbets Field in the neighborhood of Crown Heights in 1912. The team is noted for signing Jackie Robinson in 1947 as the first black player in the modern major leagues.

Early Brooklyn baseball

Many of the clubs represented at the first convention of the National Association of Base Ball Players (NABBP) were from Brooklyn, including the Atlantic, Eckford, and Excelsior clubs that combined to dominate play for most of the 1860s. Brooklyn helped make baseball commercial, as the locale of the first paid admission games, a series of three all-star contests matching New York and Brooklyn in 1858. Brooklyn also featured the first two enclosed baseball grounds, the Union Grounds and the Capitoline Grounds; enclosed, dedicated ballparks accelerated the evolution from amateurism to professionalism. Despite the early success of Brooklyn clubs in the NABBP, which were officially amateur until 1869, they fielded weak teams in the succeeding National Association of Professional Base Ball Players (NAPBBP), the first professional league formed in 1871. The Excelsiors no longer challenged for the amateur championship after the Civil War (1861–1865) and never entered the professional NAPBBP (aka NA). The Eckfords and Atlantics declined to join until 1872 and thereby lost their best players; the Eckfords survived only one season and the Atlantics four, with losing teams. The National League (NL) replaced the NAPBBP in 1876 and granted exclusive territories to its eight members, excluding the Atlantics in favor of the Mutual Club of New York who had shared home grounds with the Atlantics. When the Mutuals were expelled by the league, the Hartford club moved in, the press dubbing them The Brooklyn Hartfords, and played its home games at Union Grounds in 1877 before disbanding.

The origin of the Dodgers

The team currently known as the Dodgers was formed in 1883 by real estate magnate and baseball enthusiast Charles Byrne, who convinced his brother-in-law Joseph Doyle and casino operator Ferdinand Abell to start the team with him. Byrne arranged to build a grandstand on a lot bounded by Third Street, Fourth Avenue, Fifth Street, and Fifth Avenue, and named it Washington Park in honor of first president George Washington. Nicknamed by reporters the "Grays" for their uniforms, the team played in the minor level Inter-State Association of Professional Baseball Clubs that first season. Doyle became the first team manager, and they drew 6,431 fans to their first home game on May 12, 1883, against the Trenton, New Jersey team. The Grays won the league title after the Camden Merritt club in New Jersey disbanded on July 20 and Brooklyn picked up some of its better players. The Grays were invited to join the two-year-old professional circuit, the American Association (founded 1882) to compete with the eight-year-old NL for the 1884 season. After winning the American Association league championship in 1889, the Brooklyn club (very occasionally now nicknamed the Bridegrooms or Grooms, for six players having wed during the 1888 season) moved to the competing older National League (1876) and won the 1890 NL Championship, being the only Major League team to win consecutive championships in both professional "baseball" leagues. They lost the 1889 championship tournament to the New York Giants and tied the 1890 championship with Louisville. Their success during this period was partly attributed to their having absorbed skilled players from the defunct AA New York Metropolitans and one-year Players League entry Brooklyn Ward's Wonders. The middle years of the decade were disappointing, a slump the Spalding Guide rather primly ascribed to management tolerating drunkenness among the players. In 1899, most of the original old Baltimore Orioles NL stars from the legendary Maryland club which earlier won three consecutive championships in 1894–1895–1896, were moved to the Grays (Bridegrooms) by the ownership partner in both teams, Harry Von der Horst, along with famed Orioles manager Ned Hanlon who became the club's new manager in New York / Brooklyn under majority owner Charles Ebbets, who had by now accumulated an 80% share of the club. The new combined team was dubbed the Brooklyn Superbas by the press (inspired by the popular circus act The Hanlons' Superba) and would become the champions of the National League in 1899 and again in 1900.

The name Brooklyn Trolley Dodgers was first used to describe the team in 1895. The nickname was still new enough in September 1895 that a newspaper reported that "'Trolley Dodgers' is the new name which eastern baseball cranks [fans] have given the Brooklyn club." In 1895, Brooklyn played at Eastern Park, bounded by Eastern Parkway (now Pitkin Avenue), Powell Street, Sutter Avenue, Van Sinderen Street, where they had moved early in the 1891 season when the second Washington Park burned down. Some sources erroneously report that the name "Trolley Dodgers" referred to pedestrians avoiding fast cars on streetcar tracks that bordered Eastern Park on two sides. However, Eastern Park was not bordered by street-level trolley lines that had to be "dodged" by pedestrians. The name "Trolley Dodgers" implied the dangers posed by trolley cars in Brooklyn generally, which in 1892, began the switch from horsepower to electrical power, which made them much faster, and were hence regarded as more dangerous. The name was later shortened to Brooklyn Dodgers.

Other team names used to refer to the franchise that finally came to be called "the Dodgers" were the Atlantics (1884, not directly related to the earlier Brooklyn Atlantics), Bridegrooms or Grooms (1888–1898), Ward's Wonders, the Superbas (1899–1910), and the Robins (1914–1931). All of these nicknames were used by fans and newspaper sports writers to describe the team, often concurrently, but not in any official capacity. The team's legal name was the Brooklyn Base Ball Club. However, the "Trolley Dodgers" nickname was used throughout this period, along with other nicknames, by fans and sports writers of the day. The team did not use the name in a formal sense until 1916, when the name was printed on home World Series programs; the word "Dodgers" finally appeared on team jerseys in 1932. The "conclusive shift" came in 1933, when both home and road jerseys for the team bore the name "Dodgers".

Examples of how the many popularized names of the team were used interchangeably are available from newspaper articles from the period before 1932. A New York Times article describing a game the Dodgers played in 1916 starts out by referring to how "Jimmy Callahan, pilot of the Pirates, did his best to wreck the hopes the Dodgers have of gaining the National League pennant", but then goes on to comment, "the only thing that saved the Superbas from being toppled from first place was that the Phillies lost one of the two games played." Most baseball statistics sites and baseball historians generally now refer to the pennant-winning 1916 Brooklyn team as the Robins; on the other hand, the Brooklyn Daily Eagle used "Superbas" in its box scores that season. A 1918 New York Times article used the nickname Robins in its title "Buccaneers Take Last From Robins", but the subtitle of the article reads "Subdue The Superbas By 11 To 4, Making Series An Even Break". Space-conscious headline writers still used "the Flock" (derived from "Robins") during the Dodgers' last decade in Brooklyn.

Another example of the interchangeability of different nicknames is found on the program issued at Ebbets Field for the 1920 World Series, which identifies the matchup in the series as "Dodgers vs. Indians", even though the Robins nickname had been in consistent usage at this point for around six years.

Rivalry with the Giants

The historic and heated rivalry between the Dodgers and the Giants is more than a century old. It began when the Dodgers and Giants faced each other in the 1889 World Series, the ancestor of the Subway Series, and both played in separate, neighboring cities (Brooklyn and New York were separate cities until 1898, when they became neighboring boroughs of the newly expanded New York City). When both franchises moved to California after the 1957 season, the rivalry was easily transplanted, as the cities of Los Angeles and San Francisco have long been economic, political, and cultural rivals, representative of the broader Southern/Northern California divide.
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"Uncle Robbie" and the "Daffiness Boys" 

Manager Wilbert Robinson, another former Oriole, popularly known as "Uncle Robbie", restored the Brooklyn team to respectability. His "Brooklyn Robins" reached the 1916 and 1920 World Series, losing both, but contending perennially for several seasons. Charles Ebbets and Ed McKeever died within a week of each other in 1925, and Robbie was named president while still field manager. Upon assuming the title of president, however, Robinson's ability to focus on the field declined, and the teams of the late 1920s were often fondly referred to as the "Daffiness Boys" for their distracted, error-ridden style of play. Outfielder Babe Herman was the leader both in hitting and in zaniness. The signature Dodger play from this era occurred when three players – Dazzy Vance, Chick Fewster, and Herman – ended up at third base at the same time. (The play is often remembered as Herman "tripling into a triple play", though only two of the three players were declared out and Herman was credited with a double rather than a triple.) Herman later complained that no one remembered that he drove in the winning run on the play. The incident led to the popular joke:


	"The Dodgers have three men on base!"

	"Oh, yeah? Which base?"



After his removal as club president, Robinson returned to managing, and the club's performance rebounded somewhat.

When Robinson retired in 1931, he was replaced as manager by Max Carey. Although some suggested renaming the "Robins" the "Brooklyn Canaries", after Carey, whose last name was originally "Carnarius", the name "Brooklyn Dodgers" returned to stay following Robinson's retirement. It was during this era that Willard Mullin, a noted sports cartoonist, fixed the Brooklyn team with the lovable nickname of "Dem Bums". After hearing his cab driver ask, "So how did those bums do today?", Mullin decided to sketch an exaggerated version of famed circus clown Emmett Kelly to represent the Dodgers in his much-praised cartoons in the New York World-Telegram. Both image and nickname caught on, so much so that many a Dodger yearbook cover, from 1951 through 1957, featured a Willard Mullin illustration of the Brooklyn Bum.

Perhaps the highlight of the Daffiness Boys era came after Wilbert Robinson left the dugout. In 1934, Giants player/manager Bill Terry was asked about the Dodgers’ chances in the coming pennant race and cracked infamously, "Is Brooklyn still in the league?" Managed then by Casey Stengel, who played for the Dodgers in the 1910s and went on to greatness managing the New York Yankees, the 1934 Dodgers were determined to make their presence felt. As it happened, the season entered its final games with the Giants tied with the St. Louis Cardinals for the pennant, with the Giants’ remaining games against the Dodgers. Stengel led his Bums to the Polo Grounds for the showdown, and they beat the Giants twice to knock them out of the pennant race. The "Gashouse Gang" Cardinals nailed the pennant by beating the Cincinnati Reds those same two days.

One key development during this era was the 1938 appointment of Leland "Larry" MacPhail as Dodgers' general manager. MacPhail, who brought night games to Major League Baseball as general manager of the Reds, also started night baseball in Brooklyn and ordered the successful refurbishing of Ebbets Field. He also brought Reds voice Red Barber to Brooklyn as the Dodgers' lead announcer in 1939, just after MacPhail broke the New York baseball executives' agreement to ban live baseball broadcasts, enacted because of the fear of the effect of radio calls on the home teams' attendance.

MacPhail remained with the Dodgers until 1942, when he returned to the Armed Forces for World War II. He later became one of the Yankees' co-owners, bidding unsuccessfully for Barber to join him in the Bronx as announcer. The first major-league baseball game to be televised was Brooklyn's 6–1 victory over Cincinnati at Ebbets Field on August 26, 1939. Batting helmets were introduced to Major League Baseball by the Dodgers in 1941.
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For most of the first half of the 20th century, no Major League Baseball team employed a black player. A parallel system of Negro leagues developed, but most of the Negro league players were denied a chance to prove their skill before a national audience. Jackie Robinson became the first African American to play Major League baseball in the 20th century when he played his first major league game on April 15, 1947, as a member of the Brooklyn Dodgers. Robinson's entry into the league was mainly due to General Manager Branch Rickey's efforts. The deeply religious Rickey's motivation appears to have been primarily moral, although business considerations were also present. Rickey was a member of the Methodist Church, the antecedent denomination to the United Methodist Church of today, which was a strong advocate for social justice and active later in the Civil Rights Movement. Rickey saw his opportunity with the 1944 death of Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis, an arch-segregationist and enforcer of the color barrier. Besides selecting Robinson for his exceptional baseball skills, Rickey also considered Robinson's outstanding personal character, his UCLA education and rank of captain in the U.S. Army in his decision, since he knew that boos, taunts, and criticism were going to be directed at Robinson, and that Robinson had to be tough enough to withstand abuse without attempting to retaliate.

The inclusion of Robinson on the team also led the Dodgers to move its spring training site. Prior to 1946, the Dodgers held their spring training in Jacksonville, Florida. However, the city's stadium refused to host an exhibition game with the Montreal Royals – the Dodgers’ own farm club – on whose roster Robinson appeared at the time, citing segregation laws. Nearby Sanford similarly declined. Ultimately, City Island Ballpark in Daytona Beach agreed to host the game with Robinson on the field. The team traveled to Havana, Cuba for spring training in 1947, this time with Robinson on the big club. Although the Dodgers ultimately built Dodgertown and its Holman Stadium further south in Vero Beach and played there for 61 spring training seasons from 1948 through 2008, Daytona Beach renamed City Island Ballpark to Jackie Robinson Ballpark in his honor.

This event marked the continuation of the integration of professional sports in the United States, with professional football having led the way in 1946, with the concomitant demise of the Negro leagues, and is regarded as a key moment in the history of the American civil rights movement. Robinson was an exceptional player, a speedy runner who sparked the team with his intensity. He was the inaugural recipient of the Rookie of the Year award, which is now named the Jackie Robinson award in his honor. The Dodgers' willingness to integrate, when most other teams refused to, was a key factor in their 1947–1956 success. They won six pennants in those 10 years with the help of Robinson, three-time MVP Roy Campanella, Cy Young Award winner Don Newcombe, Jim Gilliam, and Joe Black. Robinson eventually became the first African American elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962.

"Wait ’til next year!" 

After the wilderness years of the 1920s and 1930s, the Dodgers were rebuilt into a contending club first by general manager Larry MacPhail and then the legendary Branch Rickey. Led by Jackie Robinson, Pee Wee Reese, and Gil Hodges in the infield, Duke Snider and Carl Furillo in the outfield, Roy Campanella behind the plate, and Don Newcombe, Carl Erskine, and Preacher Roe on the pitcher's mound, the Dodgers won pennants in 1941, 1947, 1949, 1952, and 1953, only to fall to the New York Yankees in all five of the subsequent World Series. The annual ritual of building excitement, followed in the end by disappointment, became a common pattern to the long suffering fans, and "Wait ’til next year!" became an unofficial Dodger slogan.

While the Dodgers generally enjoyed success during this period, in 1951 they fell victim to one of the largest collapses in the history of baseball. On August 11, 1951, Brooklyn led the National League by an enormous 13 1⁄2 games over their archrivals, the Giants. While the Dodgers went 26–22 from that time until the end of the season, the Giants went on an absolute tear, winning an amazing 37 of their last 44 games, including their last seven in a row. At the end of the season the Dodgers and the Giants were tied for first place, forcing a three-game playoff for the pennant. The Giants took Game 1 by a score of 3–1 before being shut out by the Dodgers' Clem Labine in Game 2, 10–0. It all came down to the final game, and Brooklyn seemed to have the pennant locked up, holding a 4–2 lead in the bottom of the ninth inning. Giants’ outfielder Bobby Thomson, however, hit a stunning three-run walk-off home run off the Dodgers' Ralph Branca to secure the NL Championship for New York. To this day Thomson's home run is known as the Shot Heard 'Round The World.

In 1955, by which time the core of the Dodger team was beginning to age, "next year" finally came. The fabled "Boys of Summer" shot down the "Bronx Bombers" in seven games, led by the first-class pitching of young left-hander Johnny Podres, whose key pitch was a changeup known as "pulling down the lampshade" because of the arm motion used right when the ball was released. Podres won two Series games, including the deciding seventh. The turning point of Game 7 was a spectacular double play that began with left fielder Sandy Amorós running down Yogi Berra's long fly ball, then throwing to shortstop Pee Wee Reese, who relayed to first baseman Gil Hodges to double up a surprised Gil McDougald to preserve the Dodger lead. Hank Bauer grounded out and the Dodgers won 2–0.

Although the Dodgers lost the World Series to the Yankees in 1956 during which the Yankees pitcher Don Larsen pitched the only World Series perfect game in baseball history and the only post-season no-hitter for the next 54 years, it hardly seemed to matter. Brooklyn fans had their memory of triumph, and soon that was all they were left with – a victory that was remembered decades later in the Billy Joel single "We Didn't Start the Fire", which included the line, "Brooklyn's got a winning team."

Move to California

Real estate businessman Walter O'Malley had acquired majority ownership of the Dodgers in 1950, when he bought Rickey's 25 percent share of the team and secured the support of the widow of another equal partner, John L. Smith. Soon O'Malley was working to buy new land in Brooklyn for a new, more accessible and better ballpark than Ebbets Field. Beloved as it was, Ebbets Field had grown old and was not well served by infrastructure, to the point where the Dodgers could not "sell out" the park to maximum capacity even in the heat of a pennant race, despite dominating the league from 1946 to 1957. New York City Construction Coordinator Robert Moses, however, sought to force O'Malley into using a site in Flushing Meadows, Queens – the eventual location of Shea Stadium (which opened in 1964), the home of the future New York Mets, who began play in 1962. Moses' vision involved a city-built, city-owned park, which was greatly at odds with O'Malley's real-estate savvy. When O'Malley realized that he was not going to be allowed to buy a suitable parcel of land in Brooklyn, he began thinking of team relocation.

O'Malley was free to purchase land of his own choosing but wanted Robert Moses to condemn one parcel of land along the Atlantic Railroad Yards in downtown Brooklyn under Title I authority, after O'Malley had bought the bulk of the land he had in mind. Title I gave the city municipality power to condemn land for the purpose of building what it calls "public purpose" projects. Moses' interpretation of "public purpose" included public parks, public housing and public highways and bridges. What O'Malley wanted was for Moses to use Title I authority, rather than to pay market value for the land. With Title I the city via Robert Moses could have sold the land to O'Malley at a below market price. Moses refused to honor O'Malley's request and responded, "If you want the land so bad, why don't you purchase it with your own money?" Meanwhile, non-stop transcontinental airline travel had become routine during the years since the Second World War, and teams were no longer bound by much slower railroad timetables. Because of civil aviation advances, it became possible to locate teams farther apart – as far west as California – while maintaining the same busy game schedules.

When Los Angeles officials attended the 1956 World Series looking to entice a team to move there, they were not even thinking of the Dodgers. Their original target had been the Washington Senators franchise, which eventually moved to Bloomington, Minnesota to become the Minnesota Twins in 1961. At the same time, O'Malley was looking for a contingency in case Moses and other New York politicians refused to let him build the Brooklyn stadium he wanted and sent word to the Los Angeles officials that he was interested in talking. Los Angeles offered him what New York did not: a chance to buy land suitable for building a ballpark, and own that ballpark, giving him complete control over all its revenue streams. At the same time, the National League was not willing to approve the Dodgers' move unless O'Malley found a second team willing to join them out west, largely out of concern for travel costs. Meanwhile, Giants owner Horace Stoneham was having similar difficulty finding a replacement for his team's antiquated home stadium, the Polo Grounds. Stoneham was considering moving the Giants to Minneapolis, but was persuaded instead to move them to San Francisco, ensuring that the Dodgers had a National League rival closer than St. Louis. So the two arch-rival teams, the Dodgers and Giants, moved out to the West Coast together after the 1957 season.

The Brooklyn Dodgers played their final game at Ebbets Field on September 24, 1957, which the Dodgers won 2–0 over the Pittsburgh Pirates. On April 18, 1958, the Los Angeles Dodgers played their first game in L.A., defeating the former New York and newly relocated and renamed San Francisco Giants, 6–5, before 78,672 fans at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum. Catcher Roy Campanella, left partially paralyzed in an off-season automobile accident on January 28, 1958, was never able to play for the Dodgers in Los Angeles.
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The Alston years
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]On April 18, 1958, the Los Angeles Dodgers played their first game in LA, defeating the former New York and now new San Francisco Giants, 6–5, before 78,672 fans at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum. Sadly, catcher Roy Campanella, left partially paralyzed in an off-season accident, was never able to play for Los Angeles.

The process of building Walter O'Malley's dream stadium soon began in semi-rural Chavez Ravine, in the hills just north of downtown L.A. There was some political controversy, as the residents of the ravine, mostly Hispanic and mostly poor, resisted the eminent domain removal of their homes (land which had been previously condemned for a public housing project, Elysian Park Heights) and gained some public sympathy. Still, O'Malley and the city government were determined, and construction proceeded. The resistance of the residents against their removal was known as the Battle of Chavez Ravine.

In the meantime, the Dodgers played their home games from 1958 to 1961 at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, a gargantuan football and track-and-field stadium that had been built in 1923, and then expanded to host the 1932 Summer Olympics. The Coliseum's dimensions were not optimal for baseball, and the best way to fit a baseball diamond into the oval-shaped stadium was to lay the third-base line parallel to the short axis of the oval, and the first-base parallel to the long axis. This resulted in a left-field fence that was only about 250 feet from home plate. A 40-foot high screen was erected to prevent home runs from becoming too trivial to hit. Still, the 1958 season saw 182 home runs hit to left field in the home games, whereas just three were hit to center field, and only eight to right field. The Dodgers outfielder Wally Moon, newly acquired for the 1959 season, became adept at launching lazy fly balls over or onto the screen, which became known as "Moon shots." He led the National League with triples in 1959.

In 1959, the season ended in a tie between the Dodgers and the Milwaukee Braves. The Dodgers won the tie-breaking playoff. 1959 also saw a team other than the Yankees win the A.L. pennant, one of only two such years in the 16-year stretch from 1949 through 1964, and because of the Dodgers' move to Los Angeles, this resulted in the first World Series since 1948 to have no games in New York City. In a lively World Series, the Dodgers defeated the "Go-Go" White Sox in six games, thoroughly cementing the bond between the baseball team and its new Southern California fans.

Commemorating their 50th year in Los Angeles, the Dodgers would play one more game in the Memorial Coliseum on March 29, 2008 – an exhibition game to benefit a cancer research charity. The crowd of 115,300, the largest in baseball history in any country, any league, saw the Dodgers lose to the Boston Red Sox by a score of 7–4. Due to intervening renovations, the Coliseum's left field corner was shortened to only 190 feet, calling for an even-taller left-field fence of 60 feet. Kevin Cash of the Red Sox and James Loney of the Dodgers did hit home runs over that fence, but there were unexpectedly few home runs in the game.

Despite the passage of 60-plus years since departing from Brooklyn, many in the borough, and the nation, continue efforts to encourage a move back east. Many of these efforts take the shape of letter writing campaigns, online petitions and nostalgic articles. Brooklyn Dodgers merchandise is still popular among fans as well. Major League Baseball estimates $9 million in sales every year. The Baseball Hall of Fame reports that Brooklyn photos and broadcasts are the museum's second biggest sellers behind the Yankees, eBay lists close to 1,000 items a day relating to the Brooklyn Dodgers, and the Library of Congress has over 100 books on Brooklyn Dodger teams, third only to the Yankees and Red Sox. There were occasional attempts to move the Dodgers back to Brooklyn. State Senator Thomas J. Bartosiewicz tried hard to persuade them in the early 1980s but was rebuffed. A stronger chance was in 1998, when the O'Malley family sold up to Rupert Murdoch's Fox company. In the course of bidding, a committee convened by the City and State of New York (including Roger Kahn, author of Boys of Summer) made an offer to the club which was turned down, despite being larger than the eventual sale price.

Construction on Dodger Stadium was completed in time for Opening Day 1962. With its clean, simple lines and its picturesque setting amid hills and palm trees, the ballpark quickly became an icon of the Dodgers and their new California lifestyle, and it remains one of the most highly regarded stadiums in baseball even today. Even though the Dodgers have played in Dodger Stadium longer than they had played in Ebbets Field, the stadium remains surprisingly fresh. O'Malley was determined that there would not be a bad seat in the house, achieving this by cantilevered grandstands that have since been widely imitated. More importantly for the team, the stadium's spacious dimensions, along with other factors, gave defense an advantage over offense, and the Dodgers moved to take advantage of this by assembling a team that would excel with its pitching.

The core of the team's success in the 1960s was the dominant pitching tandem of Sandy Koufax and Don Drysdale, who combined to win 4 of the 5 Cy Young Awards from 1962 to 1966, during a time in which only one award was given to the top pitcher from either of the two major leagues. Top pitching also came from Claude Osteen, an aging Johnny Podres, and reliever Ron Perranoski. The hitting attack, on the other hand, was not impressive, and much of the offensive spark came from the exploits of speedy shortstop Maury Wills, who led the league in stolen bases every year from 1960 to 1965 and set a modern record with 104 thefts in 1962. The Dodgers' strategy was once described as follows: "Wills hits a single, steals second, and takes third on a grounder. A sacrifice fly brings him home. Koufax or Drysdale pitches a shutout, and the Dodgers win 1–0." Although few games followed this model exactly, the Dodgers nevertheless tallied a high proportion of wins in a low-scoring manner that relied on their pitching and defense rather than their offense – except for a few seasons. For example, in 1962, Tommy Davis led the Major Leagues with 153 RBI, and he led the National League in batting average and in hits. Seasons of over 150 RBI are quite rare by a player in modern-day pro baseball. Davis led the league in batting twice for the Dodgers.

The 1962 pennant race ended in a tie, and the Dodgers were defeated by the archrival Giants in the tie-breaking playoff, but the Dodgers proceeded to win the pennant in three of the next four years. The 1963 World Series was a four-game sweep of the Yankees, in which the Dodgers were so dominant that the vaunted Bronx Bombers never even took a lead against Koufax, Podres, and Drysdale. After an injury-plagued 1964, the Dodgers bounced back to win the 1965 World Series in seven games against the Minnesota Twins. Game one happened to fall on the Yom Kippur holiday, and Koufax (who is Jewish) refused to pitch on that day, a decision for which he was widely praised. The Dodgers rebounded from losing the first two games, with Koufax pitching shutouts in Games five and seven (with only two days rest in between) to win the crown and the World Series MVP Award.

The Dodgers again won the pennant in 1966, but the team was running out of gas, and it was swept in the World Series by the upstart Baltimore Orioles. Koufax retired that winter, with his career cut short by arthritis in the elbow of his pitching arm, and Maury Wills was traded away. Don Drysdale continued to be effective, setting a record with six consecutive shutouts in 1968, but he finished with just a 14–12 record due to the Dodgers' poor hitting that year.

While the Dodgers were sub-par for several seasons thereafter, a new core of young talent was developing in their farm system. They won another pennant in 1974, and although they were quickly dismissed by the dynastic Oakland Athletics in the World Series, it was a sign of good things to come. Steve Garvey was named the National League MVP in 1974, while Mike Marshall won the National League Cy Young Award. Marshall also set a Major League record for most appearances by a relief pitcher in 1974, appearing in 106 games, a record that still stands as of 2020.

The late 1970s: The early Lasorda years

For 23 years, beginning in 1954, the Dodgers had been managed by Walter Alston, a quiet and unflappable man who commanded great respect from his players. Alston's tenure is the third-longest in baseball history for a manager with a single team, after Connie Mack and John McGraw. His retirement near the end of the 1976 season, after winning 7 pennants and 4 World Series titles over his career, cleared the way for an entirely different personality to take the helm of the Dodgers.

Tommy Lasorda was a 49-year-old former minor-league pitcher who had been the team's top coach under Alston, and before that had been manager of the Dodgers' top minor league team. He was colorful and gregarious, an enthusiastic cheerleader in contrast to Alston's taciturn demeanor. He quickly became a larger-than-life personality, associating with Frank Sinatra and other celebrities, with a penchant for eating Italian food in large volumes. He became well known for sayings such as, "If you cut me, I bleed Dodger blue", and for referring to God as "the Great Dodger in the sky." Although some considered his persona to be a schtick and found it wearing, his enthusiasm won him a reputation as an "ambassador for baseball", and it is impossible to think of the Dodgers from the late 1970s to the early 1990s without thinking of Lasorda. Another transition had recently occurred, higher up in the Dodgers management. Walter O'Malley passed control of the team to his son Peter, who would continue to oversee the Dodgers on his family's behalf through 1998.

New blood had also been injected into the team on the field. The core of the team was now the infield, composed of Steve Garvey (1B), Davey Lopes (2B), Bill Russell (SS), Ron Cey (3B), and Steve Yeager (C). These five remained in the starting lineup together from 1973 to 1981, longer than any other infield fivesome in baseball history. The pitching staff remained strong, anchored by Don Sutton and Tommy John. The Dodgers won NL West titles in both 1977 and 1978 and defeated the Philadelphia Phillies both years in the National League Championship Series, only to be defeated in the World Series both years by the Yankees. In 1980, they swept a three-game series from the Houston Astros in the final weekend of the regular season (including Don Sutton's brilliant save) and were in a first place tie in the National League West but lost to the Astros 7–1 in the one-game playoff. The Dodgers also had a string four consecutive players take home Rookie of the Year awards from 1979 to 1982: Rick Sutcliffe won in 1979, Steve Howe in 1980, Fernando Valenzeula in 1981, and Steve Sax in 1982.

The 1980s: Fernandomania and the Bulldog

The Dodgers hosted the 1980 All-Star Game at Dodger Stadium for the first time. The Opening Day starting pitcher for 1981 was a 20-year-old rookie from Mexico: Fernando Valenzuela. Pressed into service due to an injury to Jerry Reuss, Valenzuela pitched a shutout that day, and proceeded to win his first 8 decisions through mid-May. The youthful left-hander, speaking only Spanish but sporting a devastating screwball, became a sensation. "Fernandomania" gripped both Southern California, where huge crowds turned out to see him pitch, as well as in his home country of Mexico, where the number of radio stations that carried Dodger games increased that year from three stations to 17. Valenzuela became the only pitcher ever to be named Rookie of the Year and win the Cy Young Award in the same season. The Dodgers' torrid start assured them of a playoff berth in the strike-shortened split season. After defeating the Montreal Expos with the help of a ninth-inning two-out home run by Rick Monday in the fifth and deciding game of the National League Championship Series they proceeded to defeat the Yankees in the World Series in six games, with the World Series MVP award split three ways among Ron Cey, Pedro Guerrero, and Steve Yeager.

The Dodgers won NL West titles in 1983 and 1985 but lost in the NLCS both those years (to the Phillies and Cardinals, respectively). The 1985 NLCS was particularly memorable for Game 6, in which the Dodgers were protecting a 5–4 lead in the ninth inning, hoping to force a deciding seventh game. With two runners on and first base open, Lasorda elected not to walk Cards slugger Jack Clark, who proceeded to hit a home run off Tom Niedenfuer and send St. Louis to the World Series.

After seven years of high strikeout totals, and a 21-win season in 1986, Valenzuela sat out for most of the 1988 season. Plagued by arm troubles that were widely blamed on his being overused by Lasorda, his effectiveness faded before he turned 30. The new anchor of the pitching staff was a right-hander named Orel Hershiser. He had been given the nickname "Bulldog" by Lasorda, more as a hopeful motivational tool than an objective description of his personality, but by 1988 he had matured into one of baseball's most effective pitchers. That year he won 23 games and the Cy Young Award, and broke Don Drysdale's major league record by tossing 59 consecutive scoreless innings, ending with a 10-inning shutout on his final start of the season.

The 1988 Championship won by the Dodgers is more magical for the fact that the Dodgers were not expected to compete. They enjoyed career years from several players and were inspired by the fiery intensity of newcomer Kirk Gibson (the league's Most Valuable Player that year), as well as the quiet but steady Hershiser and the always ebullient Lasorda. Although they entered the NLCS as decided underdogs to the powerful New York Mets, against whom they were 1–10 during the regular season, the Dodgers prevailed in a back-and-forth series that went the entire seven games and saw Hershiser come on for the save in game 4 (preceded by a dramatic 9th-inning home run by Mike Scioscia off Dwight Gooden). The World Series matched them with an even more powerful opponent, the Oakland Athletics, who owned baseball's best regular season record with 104 wins against only 58 defeats. Featuring the "Bash Brothers" duo of Mark McGwire and José Canseco, the A's took an early lead in Game 1 on a grand slam by Canseco and led 4–3 going into the bottom of the ninth inning. With two outs, pinch-hitter Mike Davis drew a base on balls from formidable closer Dennis Eckersley. During Davis' at-bat, Lasorda had the light-hitting infielder Dave Anderson on deck so the Athletics would pitch to Davis more carefully. Then, Gibson, hobbled by injuries to both his legs that included a strained MCL and a severely pulled hamstring, came in to pinch hit. After fighting off several pitches and working the count full, Gibson got the backdoor slider he was looking for and pulled it into the right field pavilion for a two-run, walk-off home run, winning the game for the Dodgers, 5–4. Widely considered one of the most memorable and improbable home runs in baseball history, Gibson's dramatic home run was his only appearance of the entire series, and it set the tone for the following four games. Hershiser dominated the Athletics in Games 2 and 5 and was on the mound when the Dodgers completed their stunning 4 games to 1 upset of the A's, capping off an incredible personal season by being named the Series MVP. They won the Series in Game 5 with lifetime reserves Danny Heep and Mickey Hatcher in the starting lineup.

1990s: Rookies, end of the Lasorda era and the new ownership

After 1988, the Dodgers did not win another postseason game until 2004, though they did reach the playoffs in 1995 and 1996, narrowly missed in 1991 and 1997, and led the NL West when the end of the 1994 season was cancelled by a strike. Hershiser, like Valenzuela before him, suffered an arm injury in 1990, and he never regained the production he had earlier in his career. From 1992 to 1996, five consecutive Dodgers were named Rookie of the Year: Eric Karros, Mike Piazza, Raúl Mondesí, Hideo Nomo, and Todd Hollandsworth, which is a record. After nearly 20 years at the helm, Lasorda retired in 1996, though he remained with the Dodgers as an executive vice-president. He was replaced as manager by longtime Dodgers shortstop Bill Russell.

Nearly a half-century of unusual stability (only two managers 1954–1996, owned by a single family 1950–1998) finally came to an end. After L.A. city officials rejected a proposal to bring an NFL stadium and franchise to Chavez Ravine in 1998, the O'Malley family sold the Dodgers to Rupert Murdoch's News Corporation, owner of the Fox network (which also owns broadcast rights to MLB games) and 20th Century Fox. Among the new ownership's early moves were trading away popular catcher Piazza and replacing Russell with veteran manager Davey Johnson. Johnson's volatile tenure ended two years later, and he was followed as manager by Jim Tracy. Fox made the first changes to the home uniform since the club moved from Brooklyn and introduced the team's first alternate jersey and cap, adding silver to the team's official colors (although they have rarely been used since). The team became steadier on the field in the early 2000s, with four consecutive winning seasons under the leadership of manager Tracy, starting pitchers Chan Ho Park and Kevin Brown, slugger Shawn Green, third baseman Adrián Beltré, and catcher Paul Lo Duca. The 2002 season was marked by the emergence of Éric Gagné as one of baseball's top relief pitchers. Gagné later won the Cy Young Award in 2003, converting all 55 of his save opportunities that year, and holding the league to a 1.20 ERA and striking out 137 batters in 82+1⁄3 innings. Gagné would later establish a new major league record for consecutive saves, with 84 saves spanning parts of the 2002, 2003 and 2004 seasons.

The McCourts and the Sabermetric experiment

In 2004, the Dodgers were returned to family ownership, as News Corp sold the team to Boston real estate developer Frank McCourt. McCourt immediately hired Paul DePodesta as his new general manager, replacing Dan Evans. As an assistant general manager in Oakland under Billy Beane, DePodesta favored a highly statistical approach to evaluating prospects and potential free agents. This sabermetric approach, widely publicized in the book Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game by Michael Lewis, led many to believe that new owner McCourt was unwilling to pay for high priced talent, and would thus reduce the Dodgers to a status like small-market teams such as Oakland. With a team largely assembled by DePodesta's predecessors, and augmented by some acquisitions of his own, DePodesta saw the Dodgers near the top of the standings through much of 2004. To put the team over the top that year, DePodesta pulled off several mid-season trades, including sending away three key players (including popular team leader LoDuca), while obtaining several new players. The Dodgers did manage to win the NL West in 2004 but bowed out quickly in four games in the Division Series to the eventual National League champion St. Louis Cardinals.

During the winter of 2004–05, the team parted ways with several more longtime players, including Beltré and Green. Their replacements included starting pitcher Derek Lowe, outfielder J. D. Drew, and the run-producing, but aging second baseman Jeff Kent. DePodesta's radical overhaul did not bear fruit in 2005, as the Dodgers suffered from clubhouse strife and stifling injuries, finishing with their second-worst record in Los Angeles history. The club also faced an overwhelming number of injuries that quickly scuttled the team's hopes of repeating as division champions. Among them were Drew's broken wrist, All-Star shortstop César Izturis's injury that required Tommy John surgery, and closer Gagné's deteriorating elbow condition that would also require surgery and force him to miss much of the 2005 season. Manager Jim Tracy also parted ways with the team at the end of the 2005 season, citing irreconcilable differences with DePodesta. However, DePodesta himself was fired by McCourt less than a month later, with McCourt later citing DePodesta's lack of leadership and dissatisfaction over DePodesta's handling of the process of hiring a new manager. Ned Colletti was hired as the new Dodger GM on November 16, 2005.

Colletti and Little

Newly hired Colletti was responsible for a tangible change in attitude and guided the Dodgers' resurgence in the 2006 season. He hired former Red Sox manager Grady Little to lead the team and traded oft-troubled Milton Bradley for Oakland Athletics prospect Andre Ethier. His off season acquisitions also included former Atlanta Braves shortstop Rafael Furcal and former Red Sox third baseman Bill Mueller. Coletti also signed former All-Star shortstop Nomar Garciaparra, even though the team already had two other former All-Star shortstops (Furcal and the then-injured César Izturis). Garciaparra agreed to play first base and adjusted quite well in the field and remained productive at the plate, producing several key hits in Dodger victories.

Due to the crowded infield, untimely injuries and several players' lack of production, the team was rebuilt during the season. The flurry of trading saw César Izturis go to the Chicago Cubs for Greg Maddux while Willy Aybar and Danys Báez went to Atlanta for Wilson Betemit. A series of rookies were called up and provided substantial everyday contributions. Among them were catcher Russell Martin, who won the starting catching job after being called up in May and starting pitcher Chad Billingsley, who had several quality starts in August and September. Andre Ethier led the team in batting with a .308 batting average as the team's everyday left fielder through much of the season. Rookie first baseman James Loney hit very well in his short time with the team, tying Gil Hodges’ 56-year-old Dodgers record with 9 RBI in one game on September 28. Another key move was handing the closer's role to rookie (but Japanese League veteran) Takashi Saito, where he flourished, notching 24 saves in 26 opportunities while posting a 2.07 ERA.

After a heated pennant race, in which the most memorable moment occurred when the Dodgers hit four consecutive home runs on September 18 to tie the score in the ninth inning and then won the game on a tenth-inning walk-off homer by Nomar Garciaparra, the Dodgers entered the 2006 playoffs in the National League's Wild Card spot, having tied the San Diego Padres for the division lead but having lost 13 of 18 head-to-head meetings with the Padres. They were eventually swept, 3–0, by the New York Mets in the 2006 National League Division Series.

In 2007, the Los Angeles Dodgers sent three players (Brad Penny, Takashi Saito, and Russell Martin) to the all-star game, and at one point, the Dodgers had a record of 54–41, which was then the best record in the National League. After a hitting slump, the Dodgers fell to 60–59, and seven games out of first place in the N.L. West. The Dodgers were able to rebound, however, and had a 79–69 record with three weeks left in the season. At this point, the Dodgers trailed the San Diego Padres by 1 1⁄2 games in the wild card slot, and the Arizona Diamondbacks by 3 1⁄2 games. However, the Dodgers lost 10 of their next 11 games, which eliminated the Dodgers from post season play, and would finish the season with a disappointing 82–80 record. The last few weeks of the season were disrupted further by public complaints in the media by some of the veteran ballplayers about the lack of respect afforded them by some of the younger players on the team. This led to a divided clubhouse, as younger players consistently got more playing time at the expense of the veterans. After the season and weeks of media speculation, Grady Little resigned as manager, citing personal reasons. A few days later the Dodgers announced the hiring of former New York Yankees skipper Joe Torre to be the team's new manager.

Mannywood

At the start of the 2008 season, Joe Torre found himself with a whole new team, including new players Andruw Jones and Japanese pitcher Hiroki Kuroda. To add to his troubles, Don Mattingly was unable to perform his hitting coach duties, and third basemen Nomar Garciaparra and Andy LaRoche were out with injuries, leaving the starting third base position to rookie Blake DeWitt, who had never played above level A ball in the minor leagues. DeWitt stepped up early when Nomar went down again with a calf injury. The team suffered a serious blow when star player Rafael Furcal was injured during the best start of his career. Many substitutions were used, including rookies Chin-Lung Hu and Luis Maza, but could not duplicate Furcal's offense. Staff ace Brad Penny and slugger Jones began to underperform, leading to trips to the DL for both. Despite the problems with the roster, as well as their record, the Dodgers were only behind first-place Arizona by one game at the All-Star break. The season saw progress in the teams’ prospects, including a call-up for top prospect Clayton Kershaw, as well as comebacks from veteran pitchers, most notably Chan Ho Park. Chad Billingsley quickly grew to be the team's ace, being one of the leaders in strikeouts and ERA and being the first pitcher on the Dodgers to get double-digit wins. For most of the season, the club hovered around a .500 record. To bolster a lineup of mostly young players, Ned Colletti made trades for shortstop Ángel Berroa, third-baseman Casey Blake, and on July 31, 2008, the Los Angeles Dodgers acquired outfielder Manny Ramirez from the Boston Red Sox in a 3-way deal that sent third baseman Andy LaRoche and single-A prospect pitcher Bryan Morris to the Pittsburgh Pirates and all-star outfielder Jason Bay to the Red Sox. Ramirez brought an energy to the team that it had lacked previously and energized the fanbase. After playing more than 140 games of catch-up, the Dodgers swept Arizona to take first place in the last series of the season for the two teams on September 7 after being 4 games behind the week before. The Dodgers clinched the 2008 National League Western Division title on September 25 as the Arizona Diamondbacks were eliminated by losing to the St. Louis Cardinals 12–3. On October 4, 2008, they beat the Cubs 3–0 to sweep the 2008 NLDS and moved on to the NLCS, where they faced the Philadelphia Phillies and were eliminated, losing the series in five games. In 2009, however, Manny was suspended for taking a performing-enhancing substance. Despite the 50-game suspension, the Dodgers repeated as National League West Champions and once again faced the Philadelphia Phillies in the National League Championship Series [NLCS] after sweeping [3–0] the St. Louis Cardinals in the National League Division Series [NLDS]. They once more lost to Philadelphia [1–4]. The following season, a procession of injuries caused the Dodgers to fall out of the race by late summer. Manny Ramirez was traded to the Chicago White Sox in August and in September Joe Torre announced his decision to retire as Dodgers manager, to be replaced by Don Mattingly.

Divorce, scandal, bankruptcy, and the end of the McCourt era

On October 14, 2009, it was announced the McCourts would be separating after nearly 30 years of marriage. While speculation was raised on the impact upon the McCourt family Dodger ownership, a spokesperson for Jamie McCourt said the following day that "the focus of the Dodgers is on the playoffs and the World Series". Jamie was fired from her position as Dodgers CEO on Thursday, October 22, 2009, the day after the Dodgers were eliminated from the playoffs, thus ending the reign of the self-proclaimed "First Female CEO of a Baseball Team." She officially filed for divorce shortly thereafter. Frank claimed that the divorce would have "no bearing on the team whatsoever". " Despite that assertion, media speculation continued that the team was in financial difficulty.

On March 31, 2011, after the Opening Day game against the San Francisco Giants, a Giants fan was attacked by two men wearing Dodgers attire in the Dodger Stadium parking lot. He suffered serious injuries and was diagnosed with brain damage. In response, the Dodgers and Giants held a joint fundraiser to benefit the victim, a reward was offered for the capture of the attackers and security was beefed up at the stadium.

On April 20, Baseball commissioner Bud Selig announced that MLB would be appointing a representative to oversee the day-to-day operations of the Dodgers. His statement said that he took that action because of his "deep concerns for the finances and operations" of the Dodgers.

On June 27, one week after the commissioner refused to approve a proposed television contract that would have pumped much needed funding into the club, the Dodgers filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. After much legal wrangling between McCourts lawyers and MLB lawyers in bankruptcy court, he reached a deal with the league to put the team up for sale.

On March 27, 2012, it was announced that an agreement had been reached on the sale of the Dodgers between Frank McCourt and Guggenheim Baseball Management LLC, a group of investors fronted by Guggenheim CEO Mark Walter and including former Los Angeles Lakers player Magic Johnson, baseball executive Stan Kasten and film mogul Peter Guber. The total sale price for the Dodgers (which includes Dodger Stadium) exceeded $2 billion, making the sale the largest for a professional sports team in history, exceeding the approximately $1.5 billion purchase of Manchester United F.C. by Malcolm Glazer in 2005, On the same day, it was also announced that the members of the group will partner McCourt in purchasing the property surrounding the stadium. The sale price of the Dodgers was far higher than what the team was worth at the time of sale. Estimates made by Forbes placed the value of the Dodgers at approximately $1.4 billion, and the winning bid was more than 30% higher than the next highest bid. On April 13, the sale was approved by the bankruptcy court, and it officially closed on May 1, 2012.

On the field, the Dodgers would have a fall off from their 2008 and 2009 form and not make the playoffs in 2010 and 2011. However, the 2011 season featured two breakout performances; Matt Kemp hit .324, the highest batting average for a Dodger since Mike Piazza in 1997, to go along with 39 home runs, 40 stolen bases, and 126 runs batted in. For his effort, he finished 2nd in MVP voting, behind Ryan Braun. On the pitching side, Clayton Kershaw would also win his first of three Cy Young awards.

Guggenheim takes over and Free spending

The Guggenheim group didn't waste any time upgrading the team's roster. In a departure from the McCourt years, the Dodgers started acquiring big contracts in trades. They traded for third baseman/shortstop Hanley Ramírez from the Miami Marlins, outfielder Shane Victorino from the Philadelphia Phillies and, in what was described as the "biggest August trade in MLB history" Adrián González, Josh Beckett and Carl Crawford from the Boston Red Sox. In their first season of ownership, the Dodgers new owners added $431 million in salary commitments. Despite the efforts, the Dodgers missed the playoffs for the third straight year.

In the offseason the Dodgers went out and signed free agent starter Zack Greinke and Korean pitcher Hyun-jin Ryu to bolster their rotation. However, injuries to star players including Greinke, Ramírez and Matt Kemp got the team off to a slow start in 2013. On June 21 they were in last place in the division, 9 1⁄2 games behind the first place Arizona Diamondbacks. They turned things around in a hurry as players got healthy, made Kenley Jansen the closer, and Cuban defector Yasiel Puig joined the roster. The team went on a 46–10 run from June 22 through August 23 and moved past all the other teams in their division. On September 19 they clinched the division title, the earliest the team had ever clinched. The deficit they overcame was the largest in franchise history and they were just the fourth team in MLB history to win the division after being in last place on July 1. The team advanced to the 2013 National League Championship Series but lost in six games to the St. Louis Cardinals.

The 2014 season saw the emergence of Dee Gordon who took over the starting second base job and led the league in triples and stolen bases. Matt Kemp also returned to form after two seasons of batting injuries and Adrián González led the league in RBI. The pitching staff featured another dominant performance by Clayton Kershaw, who was 21–3 with a 1.77 ERA. He was the first pitcher in history to lead the league in ERA four straight seasons. Kershaw and Josh Beckett both pitched no-hitters during the season and the Dodgers had four pitchers (Kershaw, Greinke, Ryu and Dan Haren) all win 13 or more games. The Dodgers won their second straight NL West championship but lost again to the Cardinals in the Division Series. Kershaw would win the NL Cy Young Award and the NL MVP Award, making him the first National League player to win both awards in the same season since Bob Gibson in 1968.

In 2015, journalist Molly Knight published a book named 'Best Team Money Can Buy', chronicling the team's 2012, 2013, and 2014 seasons. The book goes inside-the-clubhouse story of tumultuous years when the team was re-made from top to bottom, becoming the most talked-about and colorful teams in baseball.

Roberts and Friedman era and return to the World Series

Following the disappointing end of the 2014 season, the Dodgers entered their 2015 season by replacing general manager Ned Colletti and hiring Andrew Friedman, (formerly of the Tampa Bay Rays) to the newly created post of "President of Baseball Operations" with a mandate to rebuild the farm system so that the team could build from within instead of continuing to pursue costly free agents. The new front office, which included hiring new general manager Farhan Zaidi, Farm Director Gabe Kapler, Vice President of Baseball Operations Josh Byrnes, Director of Player Personnel Galen Carr, and Director of Amateur Scouting Billy Gasparino made several trades that first off-season and drastically reshaped the roster and farm system. They traded away Matt Kemp, Dee Gordon, Dan Haren, and others in moves that brought in established veterans like Howie Kendrick, Jimmy Rollins and young players with potential such as Yasmani Grandal, Austin Barnes, Enrique Hernandez, and Alex Wood. At the minor league level, they put more emphasis on statcast data rather than traditional statistics, hired at least one Spanish-speaking coach to every minor league staff and introduced organic foods to players. The team battled injuries in 2015 that removed two members of the projected starting rotation to early season ending injuries and Puig also spent much of the season injured. Rookies Joc Pederson and Corey Seager came up and showed potential and Kershaw and Greinke remained the best one-two punch starting pitchers in the league. The Dodgers won their third straight NL West title for the first time in franchise history but again flamed out in the first round of the playoffs, losing to the Mets. Following the 2015 season, the club parted ways with manager Don Mattingly and Greinke exercised an opt-out clause in his contract, going on to sign with division rival Arizona. The club replaced Mattingly with San Diego coach and former Dodgers player Dave Roberts to be the team's new manager for the 2016 season and added former Toronto Blue Jays general manager Alex Anthopoulos to their front office. The team battled injuries in 2016, setting a new MLB record for the most players to spend time on the disabled list in one season. The team signed Japanese pitcher Kenta Maeda in the off-season and acquired Rich Hill at the trading deadline, helping them makeup for the loss of Kershaw for two months with a back injury. They won the NL West for the fourth straight season and defeated the Washington Nationals in the Division Series before losing in the NLCS to the eventual World Series champion Cubs. Corey Seager won the National League Rookie of The Year award.

2020 season: Mookie Betts arrives, COVID-19, 7th championship

On February 10, 2020, the Dodgers traded outfielder Alex Verdugo and minor leaguers Connor Wong and Jeter Downs to the Boston Red Sox in exchange for outfielder Mookie Betts, starting pitcher David Price and cash considerations. They also traded starting pitcher Kenta Maeda, minor leaguer Jaír Camargo and cash considerations to the Minnesota Twins for pitcher Brusdar Graterol, outfielder Luke Raley and the 67th pick in the 2020 Major League Baseball draft. On July 22, the Dodgers signed Mookie Betts to a 12-year contract extension, through the 2032 season. The deal was worth $365 million and included a $65 million signing bonus, making it the richest contract in Dodgers history.

On March 12, 2020, MLB announced that because of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the start of the regular season would be delayed by at least two weeks in addition to the remainder of spring training being cancelled. Four days later, it was announced that the start of the season would be pushed back indefinitely due to the recommendation made by the CDC to restrict events of more than 50 people for eight weeks. On June 23, commissioner Rob Manfred unilaterally implemented a 60-game season. Players reported to training camps on July 1 to resume spring training and prepare for a July 23 Opening Day. On July 4, newly acquired David Price announced he would opt out of playing in the 2020 season due to the pandemic.

The 2020 Dodgers started the season 30–10, matching the best 40-game start in franchise history. The last such Dodgers start came in 1977, along with the Brooklyn teams in 1888 and 1955. This was also the best 40-game start in the majors since the 116-win Mariners began 31–9 in 2001. The Dodgers finished the regular season 43–17 and won their 8th straight division title and swept both the Milwaukee Brewers in the 2020 National League Wild Card Series and the San Diego Padres in the 2020 National League Division Series. They then defeated the Atlanta Braves in the 2020 National League Championship Series, coming back from down 3 games to 1 to advance to the 2020 World Series against the Tampa Bay Rays, their third World Series appearance in the last four years and their 24th pennant in franchise history, surpassing the San Francisco Giants for the most in the National League. The Dodgers would then go on to defeat the Rays in six games, winning their first World Series since 1988, their sixth since moving to Los Angeles, and the seventh in franchise history.

2021: Dodgers tie franchise record for wins

The Dodgers began the 2021 season on an extremely uplifting note, winning 13 of their first 15 games. However, the Dodgers then lost 14 of their next 18 games. Throughout the season, the team battled injuries to key players as Bellinger and Kershaw both missed extensive time on the injured list. Betts also had lingering issues with his back and shoulder all season. Due to these woes (and a suspension to their big free agent pick-up, Trevor Bauer), the Dodgers traded for Max Scherzer and Trea Turner at the trade deadline for prospects. The Dodgers won 106 games, tying a franchise record in wins, and finished just one game behind the Giants in the division, making their ninth straight playoff appearance. They beat the Giants in the 2021 National League Division Series but were defeated by the Atlanta Braves in the 2021 National League Championship Series.
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Radio and television
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From 1950 to 2016, almost all Dodger games were called by Vin Scully. His longtime partners were Jerry Doggett (1956–1987) and Ross Porter (1977–2004). In 1976, he was selected by Dodgers fans as the Most Memorable Personality (on the field or off) in the team's history. He is also a recipient of the Baseball Hall of Fame's Ford C. Frick Award for broadcasters (inducted in 1982). Unlike the modern style in which multiple sportscasters have an on-air conversation (usually with one functioning as play-by-play announcer and the other[s] as color commentator), Scully, Doggett and Porter generally called games solo, trading with each other inning-by-inning. In the 1980s and 1990s, Scully would call the entire radio broadcast except for the third and seventh inning, allowing the other Dodger commentators to broadcast an inning. Fans and critics alike often praised Scully due in large part for his longevity with the team and his ability to provide peculiar details about multiple players appearing on field. Despite his longevity and a strong relationship with the team and fanbase, Scully was also praised for his relatively unbiased view of any game he called, often referring to the listeners as 'friends' instead of 'fans'.

When Doggett retired after the 1987 season, he was replaced by Hall-of-Fame Dodgers pitcher Don Drysdale, who previously broadcast games for the California Angels and Chicago White Sox. Drysdale died in his hotel room following a heart attack before a game in Montreal in 1993. This was a difficult broadcast for Scully and Porter who could not mention it on-air until Drysdale's family had been notified and the official announcement made. He was replaced by former Dodgers outfielder Rick Monday. Porter's tenure ended after the 2004 season, after which the format of play-by-play announcers and color commentators was installed, led by Monday and newcomer Charley Steiner. Scully, however, continued to announce solo.

Scully called roughly 100 games per season (all home games and road games in California and Arizona) for both flagship radio station KLAC and on television for Spectrum SportsNet LA. Scully was simulcast for the first three innings of each of his appearances, then announced only for the TV audience. If Scully was calling the game, Steiner took over play-by-play on radio beginning with the fourth inning, with Monday as color commentator. If Scully was not calling the game, Steiner and Orel Hershiser called the entire game on television while Monday and Kevin Kennedy did the same on radio. In the event the Dodgers were in post-season play, Scully called the first three and last three innings of the radio broadcast alone and Steiner and Monday handled the middle innings. Vin Scully retired from calling games in 2016. His tenure with the Dodgers was the longest with any single sports team at 67 years. Youthful announcer Joe Davis was selected in 2017 by Dodgers management to handle play by play on television with Orel Hershiser as his color man; when Davis is on assignment for Fox Sports' MLB and NFL broadcasts, Tim Neverett would fill in.

The Dodgers also broadcast on radio in two other languages, Spanish and Korean. In Spanish, the play-by-play is voiced by another Frick Award winner, Jaime Jarrín, who has been with the Dodgers since 1959. The color analyst for some games is former Dodger pitcher Fernando Valenzuela, for whom Jarrin once translated post-game interviews. The Spanish-language radio flagship station is KTNQ. Meanwhile, the Dodgers' Korean broadcast began in 2013 through KMPC.
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Major League Baseball Hall-of-Famers
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	Brooklyn Grooms/Superbas/Robins/Dodgers


	Los Angeles Dodgers Hall of Famers


	Affiliation according to the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum


	


	
Dave Bancroft

Dan Brouthers

Roy Campanella

Max Carey

Kiki Cuyler

Leo Durocher

Burleigh Grimes


	
	
Ned Hanlon

Billy Herman

Gil Hodges

Waite Hoyt

Hughie Jennings

Willie Keeler

Joe Kelley

George Kelly


	
	
Tony Lazzeri

Freddie Lindstrom

Ernie Lombardi

Al López

Heinie Manush

Rabbit Maranville

Rube Marquard

Tommy McCarthy


	
	
Joe McGinnity

Joe Medwick

Pee Wee Reese

Jackie Robinson

Wilbert Robinson

Duke Snider

Casey Stengel


	
	
Dazzy Vance

Arky Vaughan

Lloyd Waner

Paul Waner

John Montgomery Ward

Zack Wheat

Hack Wilson




	Los Angeles Dodgers



	
Walter Alston

Jim Bunning

Gary Carter


	
	
Don Drysdale

Rickey Henderson

Sandy Koufax

Tommy Lasorda


	
	
Greg Maddux

Juan Marichal

Pedro Martínez


	
	
Eddie Murray

Walter O'Malley

Mike Piazza

Frank Robinson


	
	
Don Sutton

Jim Thome

Joe Torre

Hoyt Wilhelm





	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Players and managers listed in bold are depicted on their Hall of Fame plaques wearing a Dodgers, Robins, Superbas, Grooms, or Bridegrooms cap insignia.







​
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Major League Baseball awards
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	Most Valuable Player (NL)

	Rookie of the Year Award (NL)




	Brooklyn

	Brooklyn




	1913 – Jake Daubert

	1947 – Jackie Robinson (MLB)




	1924 – Dazzy Vance

	1949 – Don Newcombe




	1941 – Dolph Camilli

	1952 – Joe Black




	1949 – Jackie Robinson

	1953 – Jim Gilliam




	1951 – Roy Campanella

	Los Angeles




	1953 – Roy Campanella

	1960 – Frank Howard




	1955 – Roy Campanella

	1965 – Jim Lefebvre




	1956 – Don Newcombe

	1969 – Ted Sizemore




	Los Angeles

	1979 – Rick Sutcliffe




	1962 – Maury Wills

	1980 – Steve Howe




	1963 – Sandy Koufax

	1981 – Fernando Valenzuela




	1974 – Steve Garvey

	1982 – Steve Sax




	1988 – Kirk Gibson

	1992 – Eric Karros




	2014 – Clayton Kershaw

	1993 – Mike Piazza




	2019 – Cody Bellinger

	1994 – Raúl Mondesi




	Cy Young Award (NL)

	1995 – Hideo Nomo




	Brooklyn

	1996 – Todd Hollandsworth




	1956 – Don Newcombe (MLB)

	2016 – Corey Seager




	Los Angeles

	2017 – Cody Bellinger




	1962 – Don Drysdale (MLB)

	



	1963 – Sandy Koufax (MLB)

	



	1965 – Sandy Koufax (MLB)

	



	1966 – Sandy Koufax (MLB)

	



	1974 – Mike Marshall

	



	1981 – Fernando Valenzuela

	



	1988 – Orel Hershiser

	
[image: Lot Detail - 1991 Chuck Knoblauch American League Rookie of the Year Jackie  Robinson Award (Knoblauch LOA)]





	2003 – Éric Gagné

	



	2011 – Clayton Kershaw

	



	2013 – Clayton Kershaw

	



	2014 – Clayton Kershaw

	






[image: Lot Detail - DON DRYSDALE'S 1962 MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL CY YOUNG AWARD  (DRYSDALE COLLECTION)]
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	Silver Slugger Award (NL)

	Gold Glove Award (NL)




	Pitcher

	Pitcher




	Fernando Valenzuela [2] (1981, 1983)

	Andy Messersmith ([2], 1974–75)




	Tim Leary (1988)

	Fernando Valenzuela (1986)




	Orel Hershiser (1993)

	Orel Hershiser (1988)




	Zack Greinke (2013)

	Greg Maddux ([2], 2006, 2008)




	Catcher

	Clayton Kershaw (2011)




	Mike Piazza [5] (1993–1997)

	Zack Greinke ([2], 2014–15)




	Russell Martin (2007)

	Catcher




	First base

	Johnny Roseboro ([2], 1961, 1966)




	Eddie Murray (1990)

	Charles Johnson (1998)




	Eric Karros (1995)

	Russell Martin (2007)




	Adrián González (2014)

	First Base




	Second base

	Gil Hodges ([3], 1957–59)




	Steve Sax (1986)

	Wes Parker ([6], 1967–1972)




	Jeff Kent (2005)

	Steve Garvey ([4], 1974–77)




	Third base

	Adrián González (2014)




	Adrián Beltré (2004)

	Second Base




	Shortstop

	Davey Lopes (1978)




	Corey Seager [2] (2016-2017)

	Charlie Neal (1959)




	Outfield

	Orlando Hudson (2009)




	Dusty Baker [2] (1980-1981)

	Shortstop




	Pedro Guerrero (1982)

	Maury Wills ([2], 1961–62)




	Kirk Gibson (1988)

	César Izturis (2004)




	Andre Ethier (2009)

	Outfield




	Matt Kemp [2] (2009, 2011)

	Willie Davis ([3], 1971–73)




	Cody Bellinger (2019)

	Dusty Baker (1981)




	Mookie Betts (2020)

	Raúl Mondesí ([2], 1995, 1997)




	
	Steve Finley (2004)




	
	Matt Kemp ([2], 2009, 2011)




	
	Andre Ethier (2011)




	
	Cody Bellinger (2019)




	
	Mookie Betts (2020)
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​Retired Numbers
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	Number

	Player

	Year retired




	1

	Pee Wee Reese

	1984




	2

	Tommy LaSaorda

	1997




	4

	Duke Snider

	1980




	14

	Gil Hodges

	2022




	19

	Jim Gilliam

	1978




	20

	Don Sutton

	1998




	24

	Walter Alston

	1977




	32

	Sandy Koufax

	1972




	39

	Roy Campanella

	1972




	42

	Jackie Robinson

	1972




	53

	Don Drysdale

	1984
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	Vin Scully {Honored}

	2017
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	Jaime Jarrin {Honored}

	2018
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​Stadiums
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Description automatically generated]Washington Park I {1884-1890} 

The first Washington Park was bounded by Third and Fifth Streets, and Fourth and Fifth Avenues. The property contained an old building then called the Gowanus House, which stands today, albeit largely reconstructed. Known today as the Old Stone House, it was used as an impromptu headquarters by General George Washington during the Battle of Long Island, during a delaying action by 400 Maryland troops against approximately 2000 British and Hessian troops that allowed a good portion of the Continental Army to retreat to fortified positions on Brooklyn Heights. Those events inspired the ballpark's name. The ballpark was the home of the Brooklyn baseball club during 1883–1891, with a slight interruption by a destructive fire in mid-May of the 1889 season. The team's uniforms and equipment had been stored in the Old Stone House at the time and were thus saved. The team, at first called the Atlantics in reference to the old Atlantics of Brooklyn, and then known as the Bridegrooms, had started in a minor league in 1883, joined the then-major American Association in 1884, and then switched to the National League in 1890. Streetcar (trolley) tracks ran near the ballpark, inspiring one of the team's many nicknames that ultimately stuck: Trolley Dodgers.
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]Ridgewood Park {1886-1889} 

The baseball field was part of a larger entertainment area bounded Wyckoff Avenue, Covert Street, Halsey Street, and Irving Avenue. (Halsey Street also bordered the old Capitoline Grounds about 2 miles west.) The baseball field was southwest of the Long Island Rail Road's Montauk Branch tracks. On April 5, 1885, the first game was played between the Brooklyn Atlantics and the Ridgewoods before a reported 3,000 fans. Ridgewood Park was used by the Brooklyn Trolley Dodgers from 1887-1889.

[image: A group of birds flying in front of a stadium

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Eastern Park {1891-1897} 

Eastern Park was a baseball park in the Brownsville neighborhood of Brooklyn, New York in the 1890s. It was bounded by Eastern Parkway—later renamed Pitkin Avenue when Eastern Parkway was diverted—to the north (home plate); the Long Island Rail Road's Bay Ridge Branch and Vesta Avenue (later renamed Van Sinderen Avenue) to the east (left field); Sutter Avenue to the south (center field); and Powell Street to the west (right field). The ballpark held 12,000 people. It was originally the home of the Brooklyn Ward's Wonders of the Players' League in 1890. After the one-year Players' League experiment, the park became the part-time home of the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1891 and then full-time during 1892–1897, between their stints at the two versions of Washington Park. Some sources erroneously say that it is here that the nickname "Trolley Dodgers", later shortened to "Dodgers", first arose, due to the need for fans to cross various trolley lines to reach the ballpark. Although the Dodgers played at Eastern Park in 1895 when the name "Trolley Dodgers" was first used, the name was based on the dangers of trolleys in Brooklyn, generally, and not trolley lines that needed to be crossed to get to the game.

[image: image]Washington Park II {1898-1912} 

The second Washington Park was bounded by First and Third Streets, and Third and Fourth Avenues. The park seated 18,800. It consisted of a covered grandstand behind the infield and uncovered stand down the right field line. The Brooklyn National Leaguers, by then often called the "Superbas" as well as the "Dodgers", moved into this new ballpark in 1898, where they would play for the next 15 seasons. On April 30, 1898, the Dodgers played their first game at new Washington Park and 15,000 fans attended. One of the more unusual features of the Park was the aroma from nearby factories and Gowanus Canal, which was a block away and curled around two sides of the ballpark. Meanwhile, owner Charlie Ebbets slowly invested in the individual lots on a larger piece of property in Flatbush, which would become the site of Ebbets Field once he had the entire block. So, in 1913, the Dodgers abandoned Washington Park.

[image: Baseball | New York Dynamic]Ebbets Field {1913-1957} 

Ebbets Field was in the Flatbush section of Brooklyn, New York. It is known mainly for having been the home of the Brooklyn Dodgers baseball team of the National League (1913–1957), but was also home to five professional football teams, including three NFL teams (1921–1948). Ebbets Field was demolished in 1960 and replaced by the Ebbets Field Apartments, later renamed the Jackie Robinson Apartments. Ebbets Field was bounded by Bedford Avenue to the east, Sullivan Place to the South, Cedar Street (renamed McKeever Place in 1932) to the west, and Montgomery Street to the north. After locating the prospective new site to build a permanent stadium to replace the old wooden Washington Park, Dodgers' owner Charles Ebbets acquired the property over several years, starting in 1908, by buying lots until he owned the entire block.

The first game played was an inter-league exhibition game against the New York Yankees on April 5, 1913, played before an overcapacity of 30,000 fans, with 5,000 more who had arrived but were not able to get in. After a loss against the Yankees in another exhibition game on April 7 in front of about 1,000 fans on a very cold day, the first game that counted was played on April 9 against the Philadelphia Phillies, with Brooklyn losing, 1–0. When the park was opened, it was discovered that the flag, keys to the bleachers, and a press box had all been forgotten. The press box level was not added until 1929. The seating area was initially a double deck from past third base, around home plate, and all the way down the right side. There was an open, concrete bleacher stand extending the rest of the way down the third base side to the outer wall, but no seating in left field or centerfield. The right field wall was high due to the short foul line (around 300 feet) necessitated by the street immediately beyond it but had no screen or scoreboard at first. The ballpark was built on a sloping piece of ground. The right field wall made up the difference, as the right field corner was above street level.

[image: Cincinnati Reds on Twitter: "June 15, 1938: Johnny Vander Meer twirls his  second straight no-hitter, this one against the Dodgers in the first night  game ever at Ebbets Field. Eighty-two years later,]The park's first night game was played on June 15, 1938, drawing a crowd of 38,748. Johnny Vander Meer of the visiting Cincinnati Reds pitched his second consecutive no-hitter in that game, a feat that has never been duplicated in Major League Baseball. It was also in 1938 that Hilda Chester, one of the earlier sports "superfans," became a regular attendee when Larry MacPhail brought Ladies' Days to Ebbets Field, only charging women a ten-cent admission on those days.

Roosevelt Stadium {1956-1957} 
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Description automatically generated]Roosevelt Stadium was located at Droyer's Point in Jersey City, New Jersey. It opened in April 1937 and hosted high-minor league baseball plus 15 major league baseball games. Roosevelt Stadium was finally built in 1937, as a Works Progress Administration project on the grounds of what was the Jersey City Airport at Droyer's Point. It was named for President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the author of that New Deal agency. It was designed in Art Deco style. It was used for 15 "home" games by the Brooklyn Dodgers during their last two seasons in Brooklyn – seven in 1956 and eight in 1957. The games were played partly as a negotiating tactic with the Borough of Brooklyn, in pursuit of a new stadium to replace Ebbets Field. While it had just 24,000 seats as opposed to Ebbets Field's 31,497, Roosevelt Stadium had 10,000 parking spaces compared to Ebbets Field's 700. It was also the home field of the Jersey City Giants, a farm team of the New York Giants in the Triple-A International League from 1937 to 1950, the Jersey City Jerseys of the IL in 1960 and 1961, the Jersey City Indians of the Double-A Eastern League in 1977 and, following a change in minor-league affiliation, the Jersey City A's of the EL in 1978. On April 18, 1946, Roosevelt Stadium hosted the Jersey City Giants' season opener against the Montreal Royals, marking the professional debut of the Royals' Jackie Robinson. In his five trips to the plate, Robinson got four hits, including a three-run homer, scored four runs and drove in three; he also stole two bases in the Royals' 14-1 victory.

[image: Walter O'Malley : Features : From Flatbush to Fantasia]Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum {1958-1961} 

The Dodgers played here until Dodger Stadium was completed in time for the 1962 season. Even allowing for its temporary status, the Coliseum was extremely ill-suited for baseball due to the fundamentally different sizes and shapes of football and baseball fields. A baseball field requires roughly 2.5 times more area than a football gridiron, but the playing surface was just barely large enough to accommodate a baseball diamond. As a result, foul territory was almost nonexistent down the first base line, but was expansive down the third base line, with a very large backstop for the catcher. Sight lines also left much to be desired; some seats were as far as 710 feet from the plate. Also, from baseball's point of view, the locker rooms were huge as they were designed for football (not baseball) teams. In order to shoehorn even an approximation of a baseball field onto the playing surface, the left-field fence was set at only 251 feet from the plate. This seemed likely to ensure that there would be many "Chinese home runs", as such short shots were called at the time. Baseball Commissioner Ford Frick ordered the Dodgers to erect a 42 feet screen in left field to prevent pop flies from becoming home runs. Its cables, towers, wires, and girders were in play. 

[image: A baseball stadium filled with people

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Late in the 1959 season, the screen figured in the National League pennant race. When the Braves were playing the Dodgers at the Coliseum on September 15, 1959, Joe Adcock hit a ball that cleared the screen but hit a steel girder behind it and got stuck in the mesh. According to ground rules, this should have been a home run. However, the umpires ruled it a ground-rule double. The fans shook the screen, causing the ball to fall into the seats. The umpires changed the call to a homer, only to rule it a ground-rule double while Adcock was left stranded on second. The game was tied at the end of nine innings, and the Dodgers won in the tenth inning. At the end of the regular season, the Dodgers and Braves finished in a tie. The Dodgers won the ensuing playoff and went on to win the World Series. Although less than ideal for baseball due to its poor sight lines and short dimensions (left field at 251 feet and power alleys at 320 feet), the Coliseum was ideally suited for large paying crowds. Each of the three games of the 1959 World Series drew over 92,000 fans, with game five drawing 92,706.

[image: Dodger Stadium in 2015]Dodger Stadium {1962-Present} 

Dodger Stadium is in the Elysian Park neighborhood of Los Angeles, California. It is the home stadium of Major League Baseball's Los Angeles Dodgers. Opened in 1962, it was constructed in less than three years at a cost of $23 million ($206 million in 2020 dollars). It is the oldest ballpark in MLB west of the Mississippi River, and third-oldest overall, after Fenway Park in Boston (1912) and Wrigley Field in Chicago (1914) and is the largest baseball stadium in the world by seat capacity. Often referred to as a "pitcher's ballpark", the stadium has seen 13 no-hitters, two of which were perfect games. Dodger Stadium was the first Major League Baseball stadium since the initial construction of the original Yankee Stadium to be built using 100% private financing. Ground was broken for Dodger Stadium on September 17, 1959. The tops of local ridges were removed, and the soil was used to fill in Sulfur and Cemetery Ravines to provide a level surface for a parking lot and the stadium. A local elementary school (Palo Verde) was simply buried rather than demolished and sits beneath the parking lot northwest of third base. Dodger Stadium was one of the last baseball-only facilities built before the dawn of the multi-purpose stadium. It was built near the convergence of several freeways near downtown Los Angeles, with an expansive parking lot surrounding the stadium. With the construction of many new MLB ballparks in recent years, it is now the third-oldest park still in use, and the oldest on the West Coast. Two of Dodger Stadium's most distinctive features are the wavy roof atop each outfield pavilion and the top of a 10-story elevator shaft bearing the Dodger logo rising directly behind home plate at the top of the uppermost seating level.

[image: Walter O'Malley : Dodger Stadium : Opening Day: April 10, 1962 :  Introduction]{Battle of Chavez Ravine} The land for Dodger Stadium had been seized from local owners and inhabitants in the early 1950s by the city of Los Angeles, using eminent domain with funds from the federal Housing Act of 1949. Before construction could begin on the housing project, the local political climate changed greatly when Norris Poulson was elected mayor of Los Angeles in 1953. Proposed public housing projects such as Elysian Park Heights lost most of their support as they became associated with socialist ideals. Following protracted negotiations, the city purchased the Chavez Ravine property back from the Federal Housing Authority at a drastically reduced price, with the stipulation that the land be used for a public purpose. It was not until June 3, 1958, when Los Angeles voters approved a "Taxpayers Committee for Yes on Baseball" referendum, that the Dodgers were able to acquire 352 acres of Chavez Ravine from the city. Los Angeles forcefully evicted residents from their homes, mainly Hispanics. There was significant resistance to the eviction by the residents. After nearly 10 years, by 1959 Manuel and Abrana Arechiga (often cited as "Avrana"), with their daughter Aurora Vargas (a war widow, later surnamed Fernandez), were among the last of the tiny number of residents to hold out against the government land acquisition effort undertaken for the original public housing project. Forced removal by the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department (LASD) on May 9, 1959, resulted in Vargas' arrest. Vargas was fined and briefly sent to jail for her resistance. Manuel Arechiga was the final holdout, living in a tent on the site of his demolished home for months. Public sympathy for the Arechigas quickly waned, however, when subsequent news reports indicated that the Arechigas owned twelve rental houses elsewhere in Los Angeles. This was, however, a false representation, as it was cousins, relatives, and children who owned these houses. Arechiga eventually relented and accepted the city's offer of $10,500.

No-hitters in Dodger Stadium (*-Perfect game)




	Date

	Pitcher

	Team

	Opponent




	May 5, 1962

	Bo Belinsky

	Angels

	Orioles




	June 30, 1962

	Sandy Koufax

	Dodgers

	Mets




	May 11, 1963

	Sandy Koufax

	Dodgers

	Giants




	September 9, 1965*

	Sandy Koufax

	Dodgers

	Cubs




	July 20, 1970

	Bill Singer

	Dodgers

	Phillies




	June 29, 1990

	Fernando Valenzuela

	Dodgers

	Cardinals




	July 28, 1991*

	Dennis Martínez

	Expos

	Dodgers




	Aug. 17, 1992

	Kevin Gross

	Dodgers

	Giants




	April 8, 1994

	Kent Mercker

	Braves

	Dodgers




	July 14, 1995

	Ramón Martínez

	Dodgers

	Marlins




	June 18, 2014

	Clayton Kershaw

	Dodgers

	Rockies




	August 30, 2015

	Jake Arrieta

	Cubs

	Dodgers




	June 24, 2021

	Combined

	Cubs

	Dodgers
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The Dodgers' uniform has remained relatively unchanged since the 1930s. The home jersey is white with "Dodgers" written in script across the chest in royal. The road jersey is gray with "Los Angeles" written in script across the chest in royal. The word "Dodgers" was first used on the front of the team's home jersey in 1933; the uniform was then white with red pinstripes and a stylized "B" on the left shoulder. The Dodgers also wore green outlined uniforms and green caps throughout the 1937 season but reverted to blue the following year. The current design was created in 1939 and has remained the same ever since with only cosmetic changes. Originally intended for the 1951 World Series for which the ballclub failed to qualify, red numbers under the "Dodgers" script were added to the home uniform in 1952. The road jersey also has a red uniform number under the script. When the franchise moved from Brooklyn to Los Angeles, the city name on the road jersey changed, and the stylized "B" was replaced with the interlocking "LA" on the caps in 1958. In 1970, the Dodgers removed the city name from the road jerseys and had "Dodgers" on both the home and away uniforms. The city script returned to the road jerseys in 1999, and the tradition-rich Dodgers flirted with an alternate uniform for the first time since 1944 (when all-blue satin uniforms were introduced). These 1999 alternate jerseys had a royal top with the "Dodgers" script in white across the chest, and the red number on the front. These were worn with white pants and a new cap with silver brim, top button and Dodger logo. These alternates proved unpopular, and the team abandoned them after only one season. In 2014, the Dodgers introduced an alternate road jersey: a gray version with the "Dodgers" script instead of the city name. Since its introduction, however, the road jersey with the "Dodgers" script was used more often than the road jersey with the "Los Angeles" script, so much that the team now considers it as a primary road uniform. In 2018, the Dodgers wore their 60th anniversary patch to honor the 60 years of being in Los Angeles. In 2021, the Dodgers again unveiled a blue alternate uniform, this time as part of the "City Connect" series in collaboration with Nike. This uniform was like the blue alternates they wore in 1999, but with the script "Los Dodgers" in homage to Los Angeles' Latino community. The uniform is also worn with blue pants, and black stripes are added to the sleeves. Initially, the Dodgers wore a special blue cap with the "Los Dodgers" script but switched in 2022 to a blue interlocking "LA" cap with black brim. The "Los Dodgers" script was then relocated to the right side.
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1883 Brooklyn Grays season
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The Brooklyn baseball club was formed in 1883 by real estate magnate and baseball enthusiast Charles Byrne who convinced his brother-in-law Joseph Doyle and casino operator Ferdinand Abell to start the team with him. Byrne set up a grandstand on fifth avenue and named it Washington Park in honor of George Washington. The team played in the minor Inter-State Association of Professional Baseball Clubs. Doyle became the first manager of the team, which drew 6,000 fans to its first home game on May 12, 1883, against the Trenton team. (This was the second game the club played in Brooklyn; three days earlier, with Washington Park not yet ready, the Greys beat Harrisburg 7–1 at the Parade Ground. It was the only professional match ever held at the ground, with some 2,000 fans in attendance.) The team won the league title after the Camden Merritt club disbanded on July 20 and Brooklyn picked up some of its better players. The Grays were invited to join the American Association for the following season.




	Interstate Association

	W

	L

	GB

	Pct.




	Brooklyn Grays

	44

	28

	
–
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	.611




	Camden Merritts

	27

	8

	NA

	.711




	Harrisburg

	43

	33

	3

	.566




	Reading Actives

	33

	35

	9

	.485




	Trenton

	34

	38

	10

	.472




	Pottsville Antharcites

	28

	46

	17

	.378




	Wilmington Quicksteps

	27

	48

	18.5

	.360







Player Stats

Batting




	Name

	G

	AB

	H

	HR

	BA




	Billy Geer

	73

	271

	51

	0

	.188




	Oscar Walker

	73

	316

	85

	1

	.269




	Bill Schenck

	52

	225

	58

	0

	.258




	Bill Greenwood

	41

	
	60

	0

	



	Charlie Householder

	41

	
	45

	0

	



	Frank Fennelly

	40

	
	56

	3

	



	Edgar Smith

	40

	165

	45

	0

	.273




	John Farrow

	39

	185

	51

	0

	.276




	Tim Manning

	33

	135

	29

	1

	.215




	John Doyle

	32

	147

	38

	0

	.259




	Adonis Terry

	32

	107

	19

	1

	.178




	Wash Williams

	27

	
	23

	0

	



	Bill Morgan

	23

	124

	20

	1

	.161




	Sam Kimber

	22

	
	15

	0

	



	Jack Corcoran

	21

	
	24

	1

	



	Jim Egan

	20

	84

	19

	1

	.226




	Tom Dolan

	19

	70

	13

	0

	.186
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Pitching




	Name

	W

	L

	ERA

	G

	GS

	IP

	SO




	John Doyle

	0

	1

	4.50

	1

	1

	8.0

	4




	Jim Egan

	11

	7

	2.02

	18

	18

	173.2

	68




	John Firth

	1

	2

	2.88

	3

	3

	25.0

	9




	Sam Kimber

	14

	7

	1.57

	21

	21

	183.0

	71




	John McCabe

	2

	2

	0.26

	4

	4

	35.0

	8




	Adonis Terry

	16

	9

	1.38

	26

	26

	216.0

	130







[image: Dodgers Blue Heaven: An 1883 Brooklyn Scorecard from Huggins & Scott -  Earliest Dodgers Artifact?]
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1884 Brooklyn Atlantics season
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It was the first season in the American Association for the team, and they finished the year in ninth place. The Brooklyn baseball team had played as the Brooklyn Grays in the Interstate Association in 1883, where they won the championship. In 1884, Charles Byrne moved the team into the American Association, renaming them the Atlantics in tribute to the old National Association Brooklyn Atlantics team.

Regular season

	
October 4 – Sam Kimber pitches a 10 inning no-hitter that ends in a 0–0 tie after the game is called because of darkness.






	1884 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	New York Metropolitans

	75

	32

	0.701

	
—
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	42–9

	33–23




	Columbus Buckeyes

	69

	39

	0.639

	6½

	38–16

	31–23




	Louisville Eclipse

	68

	40

	0.630

	7½

	41–14

	27–26




	St. Louis Browns

	67

	40

	0.626

	8

	38–16

	29–24




	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	68

	41

	0.624

	8

	40–16

	28–25




	Baltimore Orioles

	63

	43

	0.594

	11½

	42–13

	21–30




	Philadelphia Athletics

	61

	46

	0.570

	14

	38–16

	23–30




	Toledo Blue Stockings

	46

	58

	0.442

	27½

	28–25

	18–33




	Brooklyn Atlantics

	40

	64

	0.385

	33½

	23–26

	17–38




	Richmond Virginians

	12

	30

	0.286

	30½

	5–15

	7–15




	Pittsburgh Alleghenys

	30

	78

	0.278

	45½

	18–37

	12–41




	Indianapolis Hoosiers

	29

	78

	0.271

	46

	15–39

	14–39




	Washington Nationals

	12

	51

	0.190

	41

	10–20

	2–31







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR





	Billy Geer

	107

	391

	68

	82

	.210

	0




	John Cassidy

	106

	433

	57

	109

	.252

	2




	Oscar Walker

	95

	382

	59

	103

	.270

	2




	Bill Greenwood

	92

	385

	52

	83

	.216

	3




	Fred Warner

	84

	352

	40

	78

	.222

	1




	Jack Remsen

	81

	301

	45

	67

	.223

	3




	Charlie Householder

	76

	273

	28

	66

	.242

	3




	Jack Corcoran

	52

	185

	17

	39

	.211

	0




	Ike Benners

	49

	189

	25

	38

	.201

	1




	Jimmy Knowles

	41

	153

	19

	36

	.235

	1




	Charlie Jones

	25

	90

	10

	16

	.178

	0




	Tug Wilson

	24

	82

	13

	19

	.232

	0




	John Farrow

	16

	58

	7

	11

	.190

	0




	Jackie Hayes

	16

	51

	4

	12

	.235

	0




	Jerry Dorgan

	4

	13

	2

	4

	.308

	0
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Adonis Terry

	56

	476.0

	19

	35

	3.55

	230




	Sam Kimber

	41

	361.1

	18

	20

	3.81

	122




	Jim Conway

	13

	105.1

	3

	9

	4.44

	25











	Player

	G

	W

	L

	Save

	ERA

	SO





	Billy Geer

	2

	0

	0

	0

	12.60

	1




	Jack Corcoran

	1

	0

	0

	0

	0.00

	0








[image: Brooklyn Atlantics | Baseball History Daily | Page 2]

| Page



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]



[image: 1885 baseball Brooklyn Grays (American Association) vs New York Giants |  eBay]1885 Brooklyn Grays season 
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The 1885 Brooklyn Grays finished the season in fifth place. The team added several players from the defunct Cleveland Blues team after team owner Charlie Byrne bought the Blues assets for $10,000 after the 1884 season. They played their home games at Washington Park I where 85,000 fans witnessed their 1885 Trolley Dodgers finish the season with a .473 winning percentage.

Regular season


	June 17 – "Phenomenal" Smith loses his first start as a Brooklyn Gray by a score of 18–5 after his teammates commit 14 errors behind him, including 7 by shortstop Germany Smith. "Phenomena's” boast of being so good that he could win by himself doesn't sit well with the other Brooklyn players, who are fined $500 for their intentional poor play. In the interests of team chemistry, Smith is immediately released.

	June 25 – 10 different players collect at least 2 hits each for the Brooklyn Grays in their 21–14 win over the Philadelphia Athletics. George Strief of Philadelphia sets a major league record by hitting 4 triples in the game.






	1885 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	St. Louis Browns

	79

	33

	0.705

	
—
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	44–11

	35–22




	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	63

	49

	0.562

	16

	35–21

	28–28




	Pittsburgh Alleghenys

	56

	55

	0.505

	22½

	37–19

	19–36




	Philadelphia Athletics

	55

	57

	0.491

	24

	33–23

	22–34




	Brooklyn Grays

	53

	59

	0.473

	26

	35–22

	18–37




	Louisville Colonels

	53

	59

	0.473

	26

	37–19

	16–40




	New York Metropolitans

	44

	64

	0.407

	33

	28–24

	16–40




	Baltimore Orioles

	41

	68

	0.376

	36½

	29–26

	12–42







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Bill McClellan

	112

	464

	85

	124

	.267

	0

	46




	George Pinkney

	110

	447

	77

	124

	.277

	0

	42




	Germany Smith

	108

	419

	62

	108

	.258

	4

	62




	Bill Phillips

	99

	391

	65

	118

	.302

	3

	63




	Ed Swartwood

	99

	399

	80

	106

	.266

	0

	49




	Pete Hotaling

	94

	370

	73

	95

	.257

	1

	34




	Adonis Terry

	71

	264

	23

	45

	.170

	1

	20




	John Cassidy

	54

	221

	36

	47

	.213

	1

	28




	Jackie Hayes

	42

	137

	10

	18

	.131

	0

	10




	Jimmy Peoples

	41

	151

	21

	30

	.199

	1

	15




	Jim McTamany

	35

	131

	21

	36

	.275

	1

	13




	Bill Krieg

	17

	60

	7

	9

	.150

	1

	5




	Charlie Robinson

	11

	40

	5

	6

	.150

	0

	4




	Frank Bell

	10

	29

	5

	5

	.172

	0

	2




	Dave Oldfield

	10

	25

	2

	8

	.320

	0

	2
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	Henry Porter

	54

	54

	481.7

	33

	21

	2.78

	197

	53




	John Harkins

	34

	34

	293.0

	14

	20

	3.75

	141

	33




	Adonis Terry

	25

	23

	209.0

	6

	17

	4.26

	96

	23




	Phenomenal Smith

	1

	1

	8.0

	0

	1

	12.38

	2

	1
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1886 Brooklyn Grays season 
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The team finished the season in third place with a record of 76–61, 16 games behind the St. Louis Browns. They played their home games at Washington Park I where 185,000 fans witnessed their 1886 Trolley Dodgers finish the season with a .555 winning percentage.

Regular season


	May 2 – The game between the Brooklyn Grays and the Philadelphia Athletics is called as a 19-19 tie after eight innings due to darkness.

	
July 24 – Adonis Terry of the Brooklyn Grays pitches a no-hitter against the St. Louis Browns.





  September 1, 1886: Joe Strauss was purchased by the Grays from the Louisville Colonels.






	1886 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	St. Louis Browns

	93

	46

	0.669

	
—
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	52–18

	41–28




	Pittsburgh Alleghenys

	80

	57

	0.584

	12

	45–28

	35–29




	Brooklyn Grays

	76

	61

	0.555

	16

	44–25

	32–36




	Louisville Colonels

	66

	70

	0.485

	25½

	37–30

	29–40




	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	65

	73

	0.471

	27½

	40–31

	25–42




	Philadelphia Athletics

	63

	72

	0.467

	28

	38–31

	25–41




	New York Metropolitans

	53

	82

	0.393

	38

	30–33

	23–49




	Baltimore Orioles

	48

	83

	0.366

	41

	30–32

	18–51







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI

	SB





	Bill Phillips

	141

	585

	68

	160

	.274

	0

	72

	13




	Bill McClellan

	141

	595

	131

	152

	.255

	1

	68

	43




	George Pinkney

	141

	597

	119

	156

	.261

	0

	37

	32




	Ed Swartwood

	122

	471

	95

	132

	.280

	3

	58

	37




	Ernie Burch

	113

	456

	78

	119

	.261

	2

	72

	16




	Jim McTamany

	111

	418

	86

	106

	.254

	2

	56

	18




	Germany Smith

	105

	426

	66

	105

	.246

	2

	45

	22




	Jimmy Peoples

	93

	340

	43

	74

	.218

	3

	38

	20




	Adonis Terry

	75

	299

	34

	71

	.237

	2

	39

	17




	Bob Clark

	71

	269

	37

	58

	.216

	0

	26

	14




	Dave Oldfield

	14

	55

	7

	13

	.236

	0

	5

	1




	Jim McCauley

	11

	30

	5

	7

	.233

	0

	3

	2




	Joe Strauss

	9

	36

	6

	9

	.250

	0

	5

	4




	Ed Kennedy

	6

	22

	1

	4

	.182

	0

	2

	1








Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	Henry Porter

	48

	48

	424.0

	27

	19

	3.42

	163

	48




	Adonis Terry

	34

	34

	288.1

	18

	16

	3.09

	162

	32




	John Harkins

	34

	33

	292.1

	15

	16

	3.60

	118

	33




	Hardie Henderson

	14

	14

	124.0

	10

	4

	2.90

	49

	14




	Steve Toole

	13

	12

	104.0

	6

	6

	4.41

	48

	11
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The 1887 Brooklyn Grays finished the season in sixth place. They played their home games at Washington Park I where 273,000 fans witnessed their 1887 Trolley Dodgers finish the season with a .448 winning percentage.


  December 1886: Jack O'Brien was purchased by the Grays from the Philadelphia Athletics. 






	1887 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	St. Louis Browns

	95

	40

	0.704

	
—
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	58–15

	37–25




	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	81

	54

	0.600

	14

	46–27

	35–27




	Baltimore Orioles

	77

	58

	0.570

	18

	42–21

	35–37




	Louisville Colonels

	76

	60

	0.559

	19½

	45–23

	31–37




	Philadelphia Athletics

	64

	69

	0.481

	30

	41–28

	23–41




	Brooklyn Grays

	60

	74

	0.448

	34½

	36–37

	24–37




	New York Metropolitans

	44

	89

	0.331

	50

	26–33

	18–56




	Cleveland Blues

	39

	92

	0.298

	54

	22–36

	17–56







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI

	SB





	George Pinkney

	138

	580

	133

	155

	.267

	3

	69

	59




	Bill McClellan

	136

	548

	109

	144

	.263

	1

	53

	70




	Jim McTamany

	134

	520

	123

	134

	.258

	1

	68

	66




	Bill Phillips

	132

	533

	82

	142

	.266

	2

	101

	16




	Germany Smith

	103

	435

	79

	128

	.294

	4

	72

	26




	Ed Swartwood

	91

	363

	72

	92

	.253

	1

	54

	29




	Ed Greer

	91

	327

	49

	83

	.254

	2

	48

	33




	Adonis Terry

	86

	352

	56

	103

	.293

	3

	65

	27




	Jimmy Peoples

	73

	268

	36

	68

	.254

	1

	38

	22




	Ernie Burch

	49

	188

	47

	55

	.293

	2

	26

	15




	Bob Clark

	48

	177

	24

	47

	.266

	0

	18

	15




	Jack O'Brien

	30

	123

	18

	28

	.228

	1

	17

	8




	Billy Otterson

	30

	100

	16

	20

	.200

	2

	15

	8








Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	Henry Porter

	40

	40

	339.2

	15

	24

	4.21

	74

	38




	Adonis Terry

	40

	35

	318.0

	16

	16

	4.02

	138

	35




	John Harkins

	24

	24

	199.0

	10

	14

	6.02

	36

	22




	Steve Toole

	24

	24

	194.0

	14

	10

	4.31

	48

	22




	Hardie Henderson

	13

	12

	111.2

	5

	8

	3.95

	28

	12




	Bert Cunningham

	3

	3

	23.0

	0

	2

	5.09

	8

	3
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1888 Brooklyn Bridegrooms season 
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With the 1888 season, the Brooklyn Grays underwent a name change to the Brooklyn Bridegrooms, a nickname that resulted from several team members getting married around the same time. Also, owner Charles Byrne decided to withdraw from managing the teams on field activities and turned the reins over to more experienced baseball manager Bill McGunnigle. That, along with the Bridegrooms' purchase of several top players from the defunct New York Metropolitans, led to a dramatic on field improvement as the team finished in second place in the American Association. They played their home games at Washington Park I where 245,000 fans witnessed their 1888 Trolley Dodgers finish the season with a .629 winning percentage.

Offseason


  October 20, 1887: Jim Donahue was purchased by the Bridegrooms from the New York Metropolitans for $25,000. 

  October 20, 1887: Bill Fagan, Frank Hankinson, Bill Holbert, Al Mays, Darby O'Brien and Paul Radford were purchased by the Bridegrooms from the New York Metropolitans.

  November 21, 1887: Doc Bushong was purchased by the Bridegrooms from the St. Louis Browns. 

  November 26, 1887: Bob Caruthers was purchased by the Bridegrooms from the St. Louis Browns. 

  November 29, 1887: Dave Foutz was purchased by the Bridegrooms from the St. Louis Browns. 

  January 15, 1888, Jim Donahue, Bill Fagan, Frank Hankinson, Bill Phillips, Henry Porter and Steve Toole were purchased from the Bridegrooms by the Kansas City Cowboys.

  February, 1888: Bert Cunningham and John Harkins were purchased from the Bridegrooms by the Baltimore Orioles.

  February 15, 1888: Jim McTamany was purchased from the Bridegrooms by the Kansas City Cowboys.



Regular season


	
May 27 – Adonis Terry pitches the second no-hitter of his career as the Brooklyn Bridegrooms defeat the Louisville Colonels, 4–0.


	July 7 – Dave Foutz of the Brooklyn Bridegrooms, former popular player with the St. Louis Browns, is carried off the field by Browns fans after he gets the game-winning hit for Brooklyn in a game held in St. Louis.

	July 14 – Adonis Terry tells his teammates that he heard Kansas City Cowboys manager Sam Barkley order substitute umpire Jim Donahue, who was the Cowboys regular catcher, to call a Bridegroom runner out in the 9th inning of a 5–4 game. The Grooms walked off the field in protest‚ forfeiting the game, resulting in a 9–0 score.




	August 10, 1888: Oyster Burns was purchased by the Bridegrooms from the Baltimore Orioles. 

	September 15, 1888: Bill McClellan was purchased from the Bridegrooms by the Cleveland Blues. 

	September 23, 1888: Pop Corkhill was purchased by the Bridegrooms from the Cincinnati Red Stockings. 

	September 30, 1888: Hub Collins was purchased by the Bridegrooms from the Louisville Colonels.






	1888 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	St. Louis Browns

	92

	43

	0.681

	
—
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	60–21

	32–22




	Brooklyn Bridegrooms

	88

	52

	0.629

	6½

	53–20

	35–32




	Philadelphia Athletics

	81

	52

	0.609

	10

	55–20

	26–32




	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	80

	54

	0.597

	11½

	56–25

	24–29




	Baltimore Orioles

	57

	80

	0.416

	36

	30–26

	27–54




	Cleveland Blues

	50

	82

	0.379

	40½

	33–27

	17–55




	Louisville Colonels

	48

	87

	0.356

	44

	27–29

	21–58




	Kansas City Cowboys

	43

	89

	0.326

	47½

	23–34

	20–55
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Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	George Pinkney

	143

	575

	134

	156

	.271

	4

	52




	Dave Foutz

	140

	563

	91

	156

	.277

	3

	99




	Darby O'Brien

	136

	532

	105

	149

	.280

	2

	65




	Germany Smith

	103

	402

	47

	86

	.214

	3

	61




	Dave Orr

	99

	394

	57

	120

	.305

	1

	59




	Bob Caruthers

	94

	335

	58

	77

	.230

	5

	54




	Paul Radford

	90

	308

	48

	67

	.218

	2

	29




	Bill McClellan

	74

	278

	33

	57

	.205

	0

	21




	Jack Burdock

	70

	246

	15

	30

	.122

	1

	8




	Doc Bushong

	69

	253

	23

	53

	.209

	0

	16




	Oyster Burns

	52

	204

	40

	58

	.284

	2

	25




	Bob Clark

	45

	150

	23

	36

	.240

	1

	20




	Jimmy Peoples

	32

	103

	15

	20

	.194

	0

	17




	Pop Corkhill

	19

	71

	17

	27

	.380

	1

	19




	Bill Holbert

	15

	50

	4

	6

	.120

	0

	1




	Ed Silch

	14

	48

	5

	13

	.271

	0

	3




	Hub Collins

	12

	42

	16

	13

	.310

	0

	3








Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	Bob Caruthers

	44

	42

	391.2

	29

	15

	2.39

	140

	42




	Mickey Hughes

	40

	40

	363.0

	25

	13

	2.13

	159

	40




	Adonis Terry

	23

	23

	195.0

	13

	8

	2.03

	138

	20




	Dave Foutz

	23

	19

	176.0

	12

	7

	2.51

	73

	19




	Al Mays

	18

	18

	160.2

	9

	9

	2.80

	67

	17








[image: The Brooklyn Bridegrooms keep five players of the recently purchased New  York Metropolitans franchise and sell the rest of the squad and four  Brooklyn players to the Kansas City Cowboys for $7,000. -]
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The 1889 Brooklyn Bridegrooms won the American Association championship by two games over the St. Louis Browns. They played their home games at Washington Park I where 353,690 fans witnessed their 1889 Bridegrooms finish the season with a .679 winning percentage.

Offseason


	December 23, 1888: Al Mays and Dave Orr were purchased from the Bridegrooms by the Columbus Solons.

	Prior to 1889 season: Paul Radford was purchased from the Bridegrooms by the Cleveland Spiders.



Regular season


	May 19 – Most of the seating is destroyed by fire at Brooklyn's Washington Park. The stands will be rebuilt within a month.

	May 30 – The Brooklyn Bridegrooms defeat the St. Louis Browns 9–7 in front of the largest crowd in American Association history. 22,122 fans fill Washington Park, which has only 3,000 seats available after the fire 11 days earlier that destroyed the stands.

	September 7 – In a critical two-game series, the St. Louis Browns leave the field in Brooklyn in the ninth inning leading 4–2 claiming it is too dark to continue play. Umpire Fred Goldsmith disagrees and forfeits the game to the Brooklyn Bridegrooms. Several Browns players are hit by thrown bottles as they leave the park.

	September 8 – Citing safety concerns, the Browns fail to show for their game against Brooklyn and forfeit for the second day in a row, giving the Bridegrooms a 4½ game lead over the Browns.

	September 23 – The American Association, in an emergency meeting, overturns the forfeit by the St. Louis Browns on September 7 and awards them a 4–2 victory. 

	October 6 – The Brooklyn Bridegrooms complete their home schedule with a 9–0 victory. Brooklyn sets a new National League season attendance record by drawing 353,690 fans in a season.






	1889 American Association

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Brooklyn Bridegrooms

	93

	44

	0.679

	
—
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	50–19

	43–25




	St. Louis Browns

	90

	45

	0.667

	2

	51–18

	39–27




	Philadelphia Athletics

	75

	58

	0.564

	16

	46–22

	29–36




	Cincinnati Red Stockings

	76

	63

	0.547

	18

	47–26

	29–37




	Baltimore Orioles

	70

	65

	0.519

	22

	40–24

	30–41




	Columbus Solons

	60

	78

	0.435

	33½

	36–33

	24–45




	Kansas City Cowboys

	55

	82

	0.401

	38

	35–35

	20–47




	Louisville Colonels

	27

	111

	0.196

	66½

	18–46

	9–65







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Dave Foutz

	138

	553

	118

	152

	.275

	6

	113




	Hub Collins

	138

	560

	139

	149

	.266

	2

	73




	George Pinkney

	138

	545

	103

	134

	.246

	4

	82




	Pop Corkhill

	138

	537

	91

	134

	.250

	8

	78




	Darby O'Brien

	136

	567

	146

	170

	.300

	5

	80




	Oyster Burns

	131

	504

	105

	153

	.304

	5

	100




	Germany Smith

	121

	446

	89

	103

	.231

	3

	53




	Joe Visner

	80

	295

	56

	76

	.258

	8

	68




	Bob Clark

	53

	182

	32

	50

	.275

	0

	22




	Doc Bushong

	25

	84

	15

	13

	.155

	0

	8




	Charlie Reynolds

	12

	42

	5

	9

	.214

	0

	3








Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	Bob Caruthers

	56

	50

	445.0

	40

	11

	3.13

	118

	46




	Adonis Terry

	41

	39

	326.0

	22

	15

	3.29

	186

	35




	Tom Lovett

	29

	28

	229.0

	17

	10

	4.32

	92

	23




	Mickey Hughes

	20

	17

	153.0

	9

	8

	4.35

	54

	13











	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO




	Dave Foutz

	12

	59.2

	3

	0

	4.37

	21
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​1889 World Series {New York Giants {NL} vs Brooklyn Bridegrooms {AA}}
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The 1889 World Series was an end-of-the-year baseball playoff series between the National League champion New York Giants and the American Association champion Brooklyn Bridegrooms (later known as the Dodgers).

This Series was part of the pre-modern-era World Series, an annual competition between the champions of the National League and the American Association. The Giants won this best-of-11-games series, 6 games to 3. The 1889 Series was the first involving solely New York City area clubs and was part of the continuum of a long-standing rivalry that developed between the clubs in New York, particularly the Giants and the Dodgers. Brooklyn was then a separate city from New York; Brooklyn (and the other three boroughs) would merge with New York City in 1898. (see Timeline of New York City)

Despite this Series setback, the Brooklyn team would come back strong in 1890. The club transferred to the National League, and with the Giants suffering raids by the Players' League, would win the league championship; it was the first major league club to win consecutive pennants in two different leagues.

Game Summaries

The New York Giants defeated the Brooklyn Bridegrooms in the 1889 World Series, 6 games to 3.

On October 17, the two clubs’ owners, John B. Day of the New York club and Charles H. Byrne of the Brooklyn club, met to arrange a post-season series. They agreed that the Series would end when one club had won six games. The Series commenced the next day, and continued through October 29, when the Giants won their sixth game, ending the Series.

Attendance was good for the first two games, at the Polo Grounds and Washington Park, respectively, but the weather turned cold and rainy, and the remainder of the Series was sparsely attended.


	Game 1 saw a Seventh inning stretch after somebody yelled "Stretch for luck.”

	Game 1, October 18, at New York – Brooklyn 12, New York 10

	Game 2, October 19, at Brooklyn – New York 6, Brooklyn 2

	Game 3, October 22, at New York – Brooklyn 8, New York 7 (8 innings)

	Game 4, October 23, at Brooklyn – Brooklyn 10, New York 7 (6 innings)

	Game 5, October 24, at Brooklyn – New York 11, Brooklyn 3

	Game 6, October 25, at New York – New York 2, Brooklyn 1 (11 innings)

	Game 7, October 26, at New York – New York 11, Brooklyn 7

	Game 8, October 28, at Brooklyn – New York 16, Brooklyn 7

	Game 9, October 29, at New York – New York 3, Brooklyn 2
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1890 Brooklyn Bridegrooms season {World Series Champions}
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[image: MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL SEASON RECAP 1890 - This Day In Baseball]The 1890 Brooklyn Bridegrooms left the American Association and joined the National League. They won the league championship, becoming one of a select few teams to win championships in different leagues in back-to-back seasons. They played their home games at Washington Park II where 121,412 fans witnessed their 1890 Bridegrooms finish the season with a .667 winning percentage.

Regular season


	May 1 – George Pinkney of the Brooklyn Bridegrooms has his consecutive games streak stopped at 577 after being spiked in a game. Pinkney's game streak would stand until 1920 when it was broken by Everett Scott, but Pinkney's consecutive innings streak, however, would last until it was broken by Cal Ripken Jr. nearly 100 years later.

	August 1 – Outfielder Oyster Burns of the Brooklyn Bridegrooms hits for the cycle against the Pittsburgh Alleghenys.

	September 1 – Brooklyn and Pittsburgh work overtime on Labor Day. In the first tripleheader ever – 1 game in the morning and 2 in the afternoon – the Bridegrooms beat the visiting Alleghenys, 10–9, 3–2, and 8–4, at Washington Park. The trio of winning Brooklyn pitchers are Bob Caruthers, Tom Lovett, and Adonis Terry.

	September 30 – The Brooklyn Bridegrooms clinch the National League pennant.






	1890 National League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Brooklyn Bridegrooms

	86

	43

	0.667

	
—
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	58–16

	28–27




	Chicago Colts

	83

	53

	0.610

	6½

	48–24

	35–29




	Philadelphia Phillies

	78

	53

	0.595

	9

	54–21

	24–32




	Cincinnati Reds

	77

	55

	0.583

	10½

	50–23

	27–32




	Boston Beaneaters

	76

	57

	0.571

	12

	43–23

	33–34




	New York Giants

	63

	68

	0.481

	24

	37–27

	26–41




	Cleveland Spiders

	44

	88

	0.333

	43½

	30–37

	14–51




	Pittsburgh Alleghenys

	23

	113

	0.169

	66½

	14–25

	9–88







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Dave Foutz

	129

	509

	106

	154

	.303

	5

	98




	Hub Collins

	129

	510

	148

	142

	.278

	3

	69




	Germany Smith

	129

	481

	76

	92

	.191

	1

	47




	George Pinkney

	126

	485

	115

	150

	.309

	7

	83




	Oyster Burns

	119

	472

	102

	134

	.284

	13

	128




	Adonis Terry

	99

	363

	63

	101

	.278

	4

	59




	Darby O'Brien

	85

	350

	78

	110

	.314

	2

	63




	Tom Daly

	82

	292

	55

	71

	.243

	5

	43




	Bob Caruthers

	71

	238

	46

	63

	.265

	1

	29




	Pop Corkhill

	51

	204

	23

	46

	.225

	1

	21




	Bob Clark

	43

	151

	24

	33

	.219

	0

	15




	Patsy Donovan

	28

	105

	17

	23

	.219

	0

	8




	Doc Bushong

	16

	55

	5

	13

	.236

	0

	7
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	CG

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Adonis Terry

	46

	44

	38

	370.0

	26

	16

	2.94

	185




	Tom Lovett

	44

	41

	39

	372.0

	30

	11

	2.78

	124




	Bob Caruthers

	37

	33

	30

	300.0

	23

	11

	3.09

	64




	Mickey Hughes

	9

	8

	6

	66.1

	4

	4

	5.16

	22











	Player

	G

	GS

	CG

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO





	Dave Foutz

	5

	2

	2

	29.0

	2

	1

	1.86

	4




	Lady Baldwin

	2

	1

	0

	7.2

	1

	0

	7.04

	4
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​1890 World Series {Brooklyn Bridegrooms {NL} vs Louisville Colonels {AA}}
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The 1890 World Series was an end-of-the-year baseball playoff series between the National League champion Brooklyn Bridegrooms (later known as the Dodgers) and the American Association champion Louisville Colonels.

This Series was part of the pre-modern-era World Series, an annual competition between the champions of the National League and the American Association. The best-of-7 games Series ended without resolution. Each club won 3 games, with 1 game ending in a tie.

After losing the 1889 World Series to their "cross-town" rivals, the New York Giants (Brooklyn was actually a separate city until 1898), the Bridegrooms came back strong and won the National League pennant in 1890, the first major league club to win consecutive pennants in two different leagues (the only other being the Boston Reds (1890–91)).

The major league world was in turmoil in 1890, as many of the best players had jumped to an outlaw organization called the Players' League. Although the Brotherhood only lasted the one season, it had a detrimental financial effect on the other two leagues, especially the Association.

Although the Boston Reds of the Players' League were probably the best team in the majors and had floated the idea of a three-way World Series, the established leagues ignored them and made arrangements for the usual NL-AA contest, this time to be a conventional best-4-of-7 Series.

The games were held at the Bridegrooms' home field, Washington Park, and the Colonels' home field, Eclipse Park. The first four were played in Louisville (including a tie in Game 3), and the remainder of the Series was scheduled for Brooklyn.

The Series commenced on October 17 and concluded on October 28. The weather had become progressively worse as the Series wore on, and prior to Game 7, the two managers agreed that this would be the final game, and if Louisville won the game to square the Series at 3–3–1 (which they did), that there would be a deciding championship game the following spring.


	Game 1, October 17, at Louisville – Brooklyn 9, Louisville 0 (8 innings)

	Game 2, October 18, at Louisville – Brooklyn 5, Louisville 3

	Game 3, October 20, at Louisville – Brooklyn 7, Louisville 7 (8 innings – tied)

	Game 4, October 21, at Louisville – Louisville 5, Brooklyn 4

	Game 5, October 25, at Brooklyn – Brooklyn 7, Louisville 2

	Game 6, October 27, at Brooklyn – Louisville 9, Brooklyn 8

	Game 7, October 28, at Brooklyn – Louisville 6, Brooklyn 2



Unfortunately for that plan, the championship game was never held. Disputes arose between the National League and the American Association during the winter about the redistribution of players following the dissolution of the Players' League. The Association ended its relationship with the League before the spring of 1891, so the anticipated championship game was canceled, and no World Series was held in 1891. The 1891 pennant winners would be the Boston Beaneaters of the NL and the Boston Reds of the AA, who had joined the Association from the Players' League. This would turn out to be the only time two Boston clubs would win their respective league championships. It would also turn out to be the second (and last) time that a club won pennants in consecutive years in different leagues.

Following the 1891 season, the Association folded, and four clubs were brought into the League. The League would attempt a championships series during the 1890s called the Temple Cup Series, which would prove to be better organized and better attended than the NL-AA contests and would help pave the way to the modern World Series that would begin in 1903.
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1891 Brooklyn Grooms season
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The 1891 Brooklyn Grooms (the name was shortened from "Bridegrooms" this season) started the year with real estate mogul George Chauncey purchasing a controlling interest in the ballclub to join Ferdinand Abell and Charles Byrne in the ownership group. The former owner of the Brooklyn Ward's Wonders in the now defunct Players' League, Chauncey organized a merger of his team with the Grooms, forcing the firing of manager Bill McGunnigle (despite his winning two league championships) and replacing him with former Wonders manager and shortstop, John Montgomery Ward. The new owner also thought the team could generate larger revenue from a bigger stadium, so they decided to move the team to his stadium, Eastern Park. Games would be split between the new facility and old Washington Park during the 1891 season and the team would move full-time in 1892. With all the turmoil, the team fell back into the pack, finishing the season in sixth place. They played their home games at Eastern Park where 181,477 fans witnessed their 1891 Grooms finish the season with a .445 winning percentage.

Regular season

	
June 22 – Tom Lovett throws a no-hitter as the Brooklyn Grooms defeat the New York Giants, 4-0.






	1891 National League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Boston Beaneaters

	87

	51

	0.630

	
—
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	51–20

	36–31




	Chicago Colts

	82

	53

	0.607

	3½

	43–22

	39–31




	New York Giants

	71

	61

	0.538

	13

	39–28

	32–33




	Philadelphia Phillies

	68

	69

	0.496

	18½

	35–34

	33–35




	Cleveland Spiders

	65

	74

	0.468

	22½

	40–28

	25–46




	Brooklyn Grooms

	61

	76

	0.445

	25½

	41–31

	20–45




	Cincinnati Reds

	56

	81

	0.409

	30½

	26–41

	30–40




	Pittsburgh Pirates

	55

	80

	0.407

	30½

	32–34

	23–46







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	George Pinkney

	135

	501

	80

	137

	.273

	2

	71




	Mike Griffin

	134

	521

	106

	139

	.267

	3

	65




	Dave Foutz

	130

	521

	87

	134

	.257

	2

	73




	Oyster Burns

	123

	470

	75

	134

	.285

	4

	83




	Hub Collins

	107

	435

	82

	120

	.276

	3

	31




	John Ward

	105

	441

	85

	122

	.277

	0

	39




	Darby O'Brien

	103

	395

	79

	100

	.253

	5

	57




	Tom Kinslow

	61

	228

	22

	54

	.237

	0

	33




	Con Daily

	60

	206

	25

	66

	.320

	0

	30




	Tom Daly

	58

	200

	29

	50

	.250

	2

	27




	Bob Caruthers

	56

	171

	24

	48

	.281

	2

	23




	John O'Brien

	43

	167

	22

	41

	.246

	0

	26




	Bones Ely

	31

	111

	9

	17

	.153

	0

	11
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	Tom Lovett

	44

	43

	365.2

	23

	19

	3.69

	129

	39




	Bob Caruthers

	38

	32

	297.0

	18

	14

	3.12

	69

	29




	George Hemming

	27

	22

	199.2

	8

	15

	4.96

	84

	19




	Adonis Terry

	25

	22

	194.0

	6

	16

	4.22

	65

	18




	Bert Inks

	13

	13

	96.1

	3

	10

	4.02

	47

	11




	Dave Foutz

	6

	5

	52.0

	3

	2

	3.29

	14

	5








1891 Brooklyn Bridegrooms Salaries



	John Ward

	$7,000.00






[image: Eastern Park (Brooklyn, NY) – Society for American Baseball Research]
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1892 Brooklyn Grooms season
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The team finished the first half of the split season in second place, just 2.5 games behind the Boston Beaneaters. However, they faded in the second half, finishing 9.5 games behind the second-half champion Cleveland Spiders and missing out on the postseason playoff. Their combined record was 95–59, third best overall in the league. The season was a tragic one, as outfielder Hub Collins left a game on May 14 because he was feeling ill. A week later he was dead, the victim of typhoid fever. The team put on a benefit game to raise money for his widow on May 29. One bright spot, however, was first baseman Dan Brouthers, who won the batting title with a .335 batting average. They played their home games at Eastern Park where 183,727 fans witnessed their 1892 Grooms finish the season with a .617 winning percentage.

Regular season

	
August 6 – Jack Stivetts throws a no-hitter for the Boston Beaneaters in an 11–0 victory over the Brooklyn Grooms.






	1892 National League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Boston Beaneaters

	102

	48

	0.680

	
—
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	54–21

	48–27




	Cleveland Spiders

	93

	56

	0.624

	8½

	54–24

	39–32




	Brooklyn Grooms

	95

	59

	0.617

	9

	51–24

	44–35




	Philadelphia Phillies

	87

	66

	0.569

	16½

	55–26

	32–40




	Cincinnati Reds

	82

	68

	0.547

	20

	45–32

	37–36




	Pittsburgh Pirates

	80

	73

	0.523

	23½

	54–34

	26–39




	Chicago Colts

	70

	76

	0.479

	30

	36–31

	34–45




	New York Giants

	71

	80

	0.470

	31½

	42–36

	29–44




	Louisville Colonels

	63

	89

	0.414

	40

	37–31

	26–58




	Washington Senators

	58

	93

	0.384

	44½

	34–36

	24–57




	St. Louis Browns

	56

	94

	0.373

	46

	37–36

	19–58




	Baltimore Orioles

	46

	101

	0.313

	54½

	29–44

	17–57







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Dan Brouthers

	152

	588

	121

	197

	.335

	5

	124




	Tommy Corcoran

	151

	613

	77

	145

	.237

	1

	74




	John Ward

	148

	614

	109

	163

	.265

	1

	47




	Oyster Burns

	141

	542

	88

	171

	.315

	4

	96




	Mike Griffin

	129

	452

	103

	125

	.277

	3

	66




	Tom Daly

	124

	446

	76

	114

	.256

	4

	51




	Darby O'Brien

	122

	490

	72

	119

	.243

	1

	56




	Bill Joyce

	97

	372

	89

	91

	.245

	6

	45




	Con Daily

	80

	278

	38

	65

	.234

	0

	28




	Tom Kinslow

	66

	246

	37

	75

	.305

	2

	40




	Dave Foutz

	61

	220

	33

	41

	.186

	1

	26




	Hub Collins

	21

	87

	17

	26

	.299

	0

	17
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	George Haddock

	46

	44

	381.1

	29

	13

	3.14

	153

	39




	Ed Stein

	48

	42

	377.1

	27

	16

	2.84

	190

	38




	Bill Hart

	28

	23

	195.0

	9

	12

	3.28

	65

	16




	Brickyard Kennedy

	26

	21

	191.0

	13

	8

	3.86

	108

	18




	Dave Foutz

	27

	20

	203.0

	13

	8

	3.41

	56

	17




	Bert Inks

	9

	8

	58.0

	4

	2

	3.88

	25

	4
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1893 Brooklyn Grooms season
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The 1893 Brooklyn Grooms finished a disappointing seventh in the National League race under new player/manager Dave Foutz. The highlight of the year was when pitcher Brickyard Kennedy became the first major leaguer to pitch and win two games on the same day since the mound was moved back to 60 feet. He allowed just eight hits in beating the Louisville Colonels 3–0 and 6–2 in a doubleheader on May 30, 1893. They played their home games at Eastern Park where 235,000 fans witnessed their 1893 Grooms finish the season with a .508 winning percentage.

Offseason


	February 5, 1893: John Montgomery Ward was signed as a free agent by the Grooms. 

	February 15, 1893: John Montgomery Ward was sold by the Grooms to the New York Giants for $6,000. 

	February 18, 1893: Bill Joyce and cash were traded by the Grooms to the Washington Senators for Danny Richardson.






	1893 National League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Boston Beaneaters

	86

	43

	0.667

	
—
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	49–15

	37–28




	Pittsburgh Pirates

	81

	48

	0.628

	5

	54–19

	27–29




	Cleveland Spiders

	73

	55

	0.570

	12½

	47–22

	26–33




	Philadelphia Phillies

	72

	57

	0.558

	14

	43–22

	29–35




	New York Giants

	68

	64

	0.515

	19½

	49–20

	19–44




	Cincinnati Reds

	65

	63

	0.508

	20½

	37–27

	28–36




	Brooklyn Grooms

	65

	63

	0.508

	20½

	43–24

	22–39




	Baltimore Orioles

	60

	70

	0.462

	26½

	36–24

	24–46




	Chicago Colts

	56

	71

	0.441

	29

	38–34

	18–37




	St. Louis Browns

	57

	75

	0.432

	30½

	40–30

	17–45




	Louisville Colonels

	50

	75

	0.400

	34

	24–28

	26–47




	Washington Senators

	40

	89

	0.310

	46

	21–27

	19–62







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Dave Foutz

	130

	557

	91

	137

	.246

	7

	67




	Tom Daly

	126

	470

	94

	136

	.289

	8

	70




	Tommy Corcoran

	115

	459

	61

	126

	.275

	2

	58




	Oyster Burns

	109

	415

	68

	112

	.270

	7

	60




	Mike Griffin

	95

	362

	85

	103

	.285

	6

	59




	George Shoch

	94

	327

	53

	86

	.263

	2

	54




	Tom Kinslow

	78

	312

	38

	76

	.244

	4

	45




	Dan Brouthers

	77

	282

	57

	95

	.337

	2

	59




	Con Daily

	61

	215

	33

	57

	.265

	1

	32




	Danny Richardson

	54

	206

	36

	46

	.223

	0

	27




	Harry Stovey

	48

	175

	43

	44

	.251

	1

	29




	Gil Hatfield

	34

	120

	24

	35

	.292

	2

	19




	Willie Keeler

	20

	80

	14

	25

	.313

	1

	9




	Candy LaChance

	11

	35

	1

	6

	.171

	0

	6
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	Brickyard Kennedy

	46

	44

	382.7

	25

	20

	3.72

	107

	40




	Ed Stein

	37

	34

	298.3

	19

	15

	3.77

	81

	28




	George Haddock

	23

	20

	151.0

	8

	9

	5.60

	37

	12




	Dan Daub

	12

	12

	103.0

	6

	6

	3.84

	25

	12




	George Sharrott

	13

	10

	95.0

	4

	6

	5.87

	24

	10




	Ed Crane

	2

	2

	10.0

	0

	2

	13.50

	5

	1




	Tom Lovett

	14

	8

	96.0

	3

	5

	6.56

	15

	6











	Player

	G

	IP

	W

	L

	Save

	ERA

	SO




	Dave Foutz

	6

	18.0

	0

	0

	0

	7.50

	3
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1894 Brooklyn Grooms season
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The 1894 Brooklyn Grooms finished in fifth place in a crowded National League pennant race. They played their home games at Eastern Park where 214,000 fans witnessed their 1894 Grooms finish the season with a .534 winning percentage.

Offseason


	January 1, 1984: Dan Brouthers and Willie Keeler were traded by the Grooms to the Baltimore Orioles for Billy Shindle and George Treadway. 

	March 15, 1894: Danny Richardson was sold by the Grooms to the Louisville Colonels.



Regular season

	
On June 2nd, 1894, Ed Stein pitches a seven-inning no-hitter, as the Brooklyn Grooms beat the Chicago Colts, 1 – 0. The previous day, Brooklyn held Chicago to one hit in a 5 – 0 shutout.





	1894 National League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Baltimore Orioles

	89

	39

	0.695

	
—
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	52–15

	37–24




	New York Giants

	88

	44

	0.667

	3

	49–17

	39–27




	Boston Beaneaters

	83

	49

	0.629

	8

	44–19

	39–30




	Philadelphia Phillies

	71

	57

	0.555

	18

	48–20

	23–37




	Brooklyn Grooms

	70

	61

	0.534

	20½

	42–24

	28–37




	Cleveland Spiders

	68

	61

	0.527

	21½

	35–24

	33–37




	Pittsburgh Pirates

	65

	65

	0.500

	25

	46–28

	19–37




	Chicago Colts

	57

	75

	0.432

	34

	35–30

	22–45




	St. Louis Browns

	56

	76

	0.424

	35

	34–32

	22–44




	Cincinnati Reds

	55

	75

	0.423

	35

	37–28

	18–47




	Washington Senators

	45

	87

	0.341

	46

	32–30

	13–57




	Louisville Colonels

	36

	94

	0.277

	54

	24–38

	12–56







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Tommy Corcoran

	129

	576

	123

	173

	.300

	5

	92




	Oyster Burns

	125

	505

	106

	179

	.354

	5

	107




	Tom Daly

	123

	492

	135

	168

	.341

	8

	82




	George Treadway

	123

	479

	124

	157

	.328

	4

	102




	Billy Shindle

	116

	476

	94

	141

	.296

	4

	96




	Mike Griffin

	107

	402

	122

	144

	.358

	5

	57




	Dave Foutz

	72

	293

	40

	90

	.307

	0

	51




	Candy LaChance

	68

	257

	48

	83

	.323

	5

	52




	Con Daily

	67

	234

	40

	60

	.256

	0

	32




	George Shoch

	64

	239

	47

	77

	.322

	1

	37




	Tom Kinslow

	62

	223

	39

	68

	.305

	2

	41




	John Anderson

	17

	63

	14

	19

	.302

	1

	19




	Billy Earle

	14

	50

	13

	17

	.340

	0

	6




	Pete Gilbert

	6

	25

	1

	2

	.080

	0

	1
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	Brickyard Kennedy

	48

	41

	360.2

	24

	20

	4.92

	107

	34




	Ed Stein

	44

	40

	350.0

	26

	14

	4.63

	84

	37




	Dan Daub

	34

	27

	224.0

	10

	12

	6.11

	45

	15




	Con Lucid

	10

	9

	71.1

	5

	3

	6.56

	15

	7




	Fred Underwood

	7

	6

	47.0

	2

	4

	7.85

	10

	5




	George Sharrott

	2

	2

	9.0

	0

	1

	7.00

	2

	1




	Hank Gastright

	16

	8

	93.0

	2

	6

	6.39

	20

	6
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The 1895 Brooklyn Grooms finished the season in fifth place in the National League. They played their home games at Eastern Park (Park Factors: 92/92) where 230,000 fans witnessed their 1895 Grooms finish the season with a .542 winning percentage.

Offseason

	January 26, 1895: Tom Kinslow was traded by the Grooms to the Pittsburgh Pirates for Ad Gumbert.





	1895 National League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Baltimore Orioles

	87

	43

	0.669

	
—
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	54–12

	33–31




	Cleveland Spiders

	84

	46

	0.646

	3

	49–13

	35–33




	Philadelphia Phillies

	78

	53

	0.595

	9½

	51–21

	27–32




	Chicago Colts

	72

	58

	0.554

	15

	43–24

	29–34




	Brooklyn Grooms

	71

	60

	0.542

	16½

	43–22

	28–38




	Boston Beaneaters

	71

	60

	0.542

	16½

	48–19

	23–41




	Pittsburgh Pirates

	71

	61

	0.538

	17

	44–21

	27–40




	Cincinnati Reds

	66

	64

	0.508

	21

	42–22

	24–42




	New York Giants

	66

	65

	0.504

	21½

	40–27

	26–38




	Washington Senators

	43

	85

	0.336

	43

	31–34

	12–51




	St. Louis Browns

	39

	92

	0.298

	48½

	25–41

	14–51




	Louisville Colonels

	35

	96

	0.267

	52½

	19–38

	16–58







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Mike Griffin

	131

	519

	140

	173

	.333

	4

	65




	Candy LaChance

	127

	536

	99

	167

	.312

	8

	108




	Tommy Corcoran

	127

	535

	81

	142

	.265

	2

	69




	Tom Daly

	120

	455

	89

	128

	.281

	2

	68




	Billy Shindle

	116

	477

	91

	133

	.279

	3

	69




	John Anderson

	102

	419

	76

	120

	.286

	9

	87




	John Grim

	93

	329

	54

	92

	.280

	0

	44




	George Treadway

	86

	339

	54

	87

	.257

	7

	54




	George Shoch

	61

	216

	49

	56

	.259

	0

	29




	Con Daily

	40

	142

	17

	30

	.211

	1

	11




	Dave Foutz

	31

	115

	14

	34

	.296

	0

	21




	Oyster Burns

	20

	76

	7

	14

	.184

	0

	7




	Joe Mulvey

	13

	49

	8

	15

	.306

	0

	8




	Buster Burrell

	12

	28

	7

	4

	.143

	1

	5
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	Brickyard Kennedy

	39

	33

	279.2

	19

	12

	5.12

	39

	26




	Ed Stein

	32

	27

	255.1

	15

	13

	4.72

	55

	24




	Ad Gumbert

	33

	26

	234.0

	11

	16

	5.08

	45

	20




	Dan Daub

	25

	21

	184.2

	10

	10

	4.29

	36

	16




	Con Lucid

	21

	19

	137.0

	10

	7

	5.52

	24

	12




	Bert Abbey

	8

	6

	52.0

	5

	2

	4.33

	14

	5
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1896 Brooklyn Bridegrooms season 
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The 1896 Brooklyn Bridegrooms finished the season tied for ninth place in the crowded National League race. They played their home games at Eastern Park where 201,000 fans witnessed their 1896 Bridegrooms finish the season with a .443 winning percentage.

	November 18, 1895: Tommy McCarthy was purchased by the Bridegrooms from the Boston Beaneaters.





	1896 National League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Baltimore Orioles

	90

	39

	0.698

	
—
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	49–16

	41–23




	Cleveland Spiders

	80

	48

	0.625

	9½

	43–19

	37–29




	Cincinnati Reds

	77

	50

	0.606

	12

	51–15

	26–35




	Boston Beaneaters

	74

	57

	0.565

	17

	42–24

	32–33




	Chicago Colts

	71

	57

	0.555

	18½

	42–24

	29–33




	Pittsburgh Pirates

	66

	63

	0.512

	24

	35–31

	31–32




	New York Giants

	64

	67

	0.489

	27

	39–26

	25–41




	Philadelphia Phillies

	62

	68

	0.477

	28½

	42–27

	20–41




	Washington Senators

	58

	73

	0.443

	33

	38–29

	20–44




	Brooklyn Bridegrooms

	58

	73

	0.443

	33

	35–28

	23–45




	St. Louis Browns

	40

	90

	0.308

	50½

	27–34

	13–56




	Louisville Colonels

	38

	93

	0.290

	53

	25–37

	13–56







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Tommy Corcoran

	132

	532

	63

	154

	.289

	3

	73




	Billy Shindle

	131

	516

	75

	144

	.279

	1

	61




	Mike Griffin

	122

	493

	101

	152

	.308

	4

	51




	John Anderson

	108

	430

	70

	135

	.314

	1

	55




	Fielder Jones

	104

	395

	82

	140

	.354

	3

	46




	Tommy McCarthy

	104

	377

	62

	94

	.249

	3

	47




	Candy LaChance

	89

	348

	60

	99

	.284

	7

	58




	John Grim

	81

	281

	32

	75

	.267

	2

	35




	George Shoch

	76

	250

	36

	73

	.292

	1

	28




	Tom Daly

	67

	224

	43

	63

	.281

	3

	29




	Buster Burrell

	62

	206

	19

	62

	.301

	0

	23




	Frank Bonner

	9

	34

	8

	6

	.176

	0

	5
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Pitching




	Player

	G

	GS

	IP

	W

	L

	ERA

	SO

	CG





	Brickyard Kennedy

	42

	38

	305.2

	17

	20

	4.42

	76

	28




	Harley Payne

	34

	28

	241.2

	14

	16

	3.39

	52

	24




	Dan Daub

	32

	24

	225.0

	12

	11

	3.60

	53

	18




	Bert Abbey

	25

	18

	164.1

	8

	8

	5.15

	37

	12




	George Harper

	16

	11

	86.0

	4

	8

	5.55

	22

	11




	Ad Gumbert

	5

	4

	31.0

	0

	4

	3.77

	3

	2




	Ed Stein

	17

	10

	90.1

	3

	6

	4.88

	16

	6
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The 1897 Brooklyn Bridegrooms finished the season tied for sixth place under new manager Billy Barnie. Also, the team's ownership underwent a change as Charles Byrne and Ferdinand Abell buy the shares previously owned by George Chauncey and Charles Ebbets becomes a part owner of the team. They played their home games at Eastern Park where 220,831 fans witnessed their 1897 Bridegrooms finish the season with a .462 winning percentage.

Offseason


	November 13, 1896: Tommy Corcoran was traded by the Bridegrooms to the Cincinnati Reds for Germany Smith, Chauncey Fisher and cash. 

	Prior to 1897 season: Claude Ritchey was purchased from the Bridegrooms by the Cincinnati Reds.






	1897 National League

	W

	L

	Pct.

	GB

	Home

	Road




	Boston Beaneaters

	93

	39

	0.705

	
—
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	54–12

	39–27




	Baltimore Orioles

	90

	40

	0.692

	2

	51–15

	39–25




	New York Giants

	83

	48

	0.634

	9½

	51–19

	32–29




	Cincinnati Reds

	76

	56

	0.576

	17

	49–18

	27–38




	Cleveland Spiders

	69

	62

	0.527

	23½

	49–16

	20–46




	Washington Senators

	61

	71

	0.462

	32

	40–26

	21–45




	Brooklyn Bridegrooms

	61

	71

	0.462

	32

	38–29

	23–42




	Pittsburgh Pirates

	60

	71

	0.458

	32½

	38–27

	22–44




	Chicago Colts

	59

	73

	0.447

	34

	36–30

	23–43




	Philadelphia Phillies

	55

	77

	0.417

	38

	32–34

	23–43




	Louisville Colonels

	52

	78

	0.400

	40

	34–31

	18–47




	St. Louis Browns

	29

	102

	0.221

	63½

	18–41

	11–61







Player Stats

Batting




	Player

	G

	AB

	R

	H

	Avg.

	HR

	RBI





	Fielder Jones

	135

	548

	134

	172

	.314

	1

	49




	Billy Shindle

	134

	542

	83

	154

	.284

	4

	105




	Mike Griffin

	134

	534

	136

	169

	.316

	2

	56




	Candy LaChance

	126

	520

	86

	160

	.308

	4

	90




	John Anderson

	117

	492

	93

	160

	.325

	4

	85




	Germany Smith

	112

	428

	47

	86

	.201

	0

	29




	George Shoch

	85

	284

	42

	79

	.278

	0

	38




	John Grim

	80

	290

	26

	72

	.248

	0

	25




	Aleck Smith

	66

	237

	36

	71

	.300

	1

	39




	Jim Canavan

	63

	240

	25

	52

	.217

	2

	34




	Buster Burrell

	33

	103

	15

	25

	.243

	2

	18




	Jimmy Sheckard

	13

	49

	14

	12

	.286

	3

	14




	Pat Hannivan

	10

	20

	4

	5

	.250

	0

	2
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