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All characters depicted in this work of fiction are 18 years of age or older.

This book is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This book may not be resold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each reader. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please visit your favorite eBook retailer to purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.
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The space station is not an especially quiet place to work—or to live, for that matter—full as it is with the constant chaos of so many wildly different people living their lives. A lot of them are human, but there are others too. More than Alric can count. It's one of the reasons he loves this place so much.

The other reason is, of course, the fascinating breadth of research he can conduct, here at the intersection of so many quadrants and worlds. It is simultaneously the middle of nowhere and the center of everything. The perfect place to gather strange components, to find uncharted nebulae, to dive into endless subjects just waiting to be explored and discovered. A science station in the depths of space was always where he dreamed of ending up, and there are days Alric still can't entirely believe he is here.

He also can't believe his luck in other ways, like the fact that for several months he's been working in close proximity with the brilliant interstellar ecologist whose reputation drew Alric to study science in the first place.

They make a good team, it turns out. And in a twist that is even better—and in some ways even worse—Danren is absolutely gorgeous. Not human, but Alric has never cared about that.

Danren Dasn Helrican is devastatingly handsome, on top of being clever and wise, and Alric has needed to exercise unprecedented caution. Subtlety is not his strong suit, and he has needed to employ it in ways he's never managed before, just to avoid being caught staring. Look, Alric is a professionalism. He knows how to do his job and stay on task, and those things require not being an overly attentive creep to the man with whom he works most closely.

But he also finds Danren lovely to behold. Bipedal, but not shaped like a human at all. It's not just a question of musculature that doesn't move the same, or limbs that are a bit longer than Alric expects. It's also the size and scope of him. Taller than a human—he towers a solid foot above Alric, who is of thoroughly average human height—built wide and stocky, as though designed for a planet with significantly heavier gravity. Danren's strength is carried in shoulders that are easily twice as broad as any human frame, powerful arms that look capable of impossible feats, thick legs that thump heavily with every step.
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