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Chapter 1: The Vanishing
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Throughout the entire school year, Kyle Crow had been looking forward to his summer vacation. He daydreamed about it often with a great deal of anticipation. Two glorious months off school sounded absolutely heavenly. He craved the feeling of freedom that only summer could bring. Kyle and his friends were looking forward to working at their part-time jobs, spending their nights at the lake, and going to the state fair. He was seventeen, on the cusp of adulthood. Kyle had big dreams of being a photographer, and he knew it was his ticket out of sleepy, small-town Willow Creek. He was determined to see what was out there. A bigger, exciting whirlwind life. Summer 2015 was going to be epic. But unfortunately, Kyle never got to leave Willow Creek. And he never got to see another birthday. Because that summer, Kyle Crow went missing. 

With school being out, a great deal of Willow Creek teens were eagerly taking advantage of the hot weather. Parents were used to their children disappearing for hours, or days. Sleepovers, impromptu camping trips, kids wandering through the woods, or going on road trips to the neighbouring towns. Such was the case for Kyle. He had wandered off on his own private adventure a great deal of times in his youth. Kyle’s mother didn’t suspect anything was wrong with her son at first, and his absence was not noticed straight away. It was only when Kyle’s mother, Janet Crow, realized that her son hadn’t shown up for his shift at the grocery store, that she began to get worried. Kyle was a responsible young man, and it just wasn’t like him to miss his shift. Especially since Kyle was eagerly taking as many summer shifts as he could – saving the money for college applications that he planned on sending in during his upcoming senior year. His mother’s intuition turned out to be correct; something was very wrong. 
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