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INTRODUCTION

The spectrum of Man's consciousness is vast. We are faintly becoming aware that there are states of awareness on this planet as high above those of `average' man as his are above that of a domesticated animal, and that every man has the potential within him to embrace such elevated states. The attainment of them forms part of what is called Esoteric Sciences.

The growing acceptance of Esoteric Astrology parallels the growth of Man's mind. His increasing awareness embraces not only new viewpoints as to the structure of the universe about him, but also new concepts about his own place in the order of things. The expanded mind of nineteenth century man would no longer accept Genesis or the current teachings that placed Man's origin in time as being 4,000 B.C. Darwinism and the discoveries of Gregor Mendel concerning inheritance of characteristics altered all that.

The best way to appreciate Esoteric Astrology is to see it as an integral part of Ancient Wisdom. The totality of the Wisdom of the Ages brought into being such giant projects as the Great Pyramid of Giza, which was already old 50,000 years ago—an edifice which was but one of many which expressed outwardly the Inner Mysteries which were unveiled only to the privileged few in each developing civilisation.

To the enlightened, our universe is seen as an immense cosmic Entity, a sentient Being in Whom man but lives and moves and has his being. No less is the tiniest atom a sentient point within the consciousness of the Cosmic Logos.* When we speak of a planet, a fixed star, a galaxy and even greater units, we are referring in Esoteric Astrology to vast celestial Beings whose consciousnesses flood us all constantly, benignly or malevolently according to the various factors present.

* See The Jewel in the Lotus by Dr. Douglas M. Baker.

Astronomy is the study of the anatomy of the universe . . . a Cosmic Entity. The giant radio and visual telescopes plot the structures of His parts. Astrology, on the other hand, deals with the effects that the anatomical parts of the celestial Beings have on each other. Astrology is therefore concerned with the physiology of the universe. Orthodox astrology is concerned with the physiological effects of celestial structures upon that tiny, short-lived group of ‘cells’ in the body of the Cosmic entity which we call Humanity. Esoteric Astrology tries to understand the interaction of great cosmic entities with each other and studies the long-term effects which their interplay has upon the human race and its home, the planet Earth.
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Esoteric Astrology is more concerned with the indwelling Life of a form rather than its personality, and with whether the form expresses the life’s purpose rather than with its aggrandisement or analysis. The working out of cosmic laws, like the Law of Karma and Rebirth and the Law of Synthesis, are deemed of more import for they fashion the destiny of the sum-total of Man rather than a fragment of him, such as the manifesting personality of one little life within the great immortal Life of a human monad. Esoteric Astrology is concerned with the personality only from the point of view of bringing it into alignment with the Soul, the Higher Self and its purpose.

Esoteric Astrology intimately incorporates Esoteric Psychology, which differs from orthodox psychology (though not existential psychology) in recognising a third factor as part of the totality of Man. Non-esoteric psychology considers Man’s behaviour to result from the interplay between the genetically acquired equipment with which he is born and the environment into which he is thrust. Esoteric psychology says that Man possesses a higher nature—an eternal, immortal and enduring part of him. Spiritual integrity depends on the extent to which the personality is aware of and interacting with its indwelling spiritual Nature.

HOW ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY DIFFERS FROM ORTHODOX ASTROLOGY

Man is a magnetic field at all levels—physically, etherically, astrally, mentally, etc. He lives within the magnetic field of the earth, as he has done for centuries. Dividing the earth’s magnetism into twelve segments in relation to ourselves, we have the twelve houses relevant to the science of astrology. Moving through these houses, 24 hours a day, in each day, are the huge magnetic fields impressed on us by the Fixed Stars and those constellations of stars known as the Zodiac, the influences of which are tremendous. Then there are also the magnetic fields of the planets within our own solar system which reach us mainly through our inner bodies and aura, and they change in relation to each other and to us every day.
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When these fields affect our personalities through the lower three (the physical, the astral and the mental), we call this Orthodox or Exoteric Astrology. However, when these forces reach us through our souls (and their action may be spread over many lives), we call this Esoteric Astrology—the astrology of the Soul. Thus, Esoteric Astrology is concerned with:


	
The Soul’s progress and its opportunity to express itself in this particular life.



	
Factors which affect the personality from within and from previous lives, through the mechanism of the Law of Cause and Effect or Karma.



	
The unfoldment of the egoic lotus, for the Soul of man is said to be likened by the Masters of the Wisdom to an unfolding lotus of three tiers of petals.





The drawing next depicts the origin of The Seven Rays, arising as they do from the seven stars of The Great Bear (sometimes called The Plough). They are the outward manifestation of the seven Head Centres of “The One About Whom Naught May Be Said.” He is using the great Sun Sirius, known as the Dog-Star, the Star of Mercury and the Star of the Buddha, to focus the light of the Seven Rays (of Logoic Mind), as symbolised by the mirror, onto the Sign of Aquarius and the planet Earth . . .

From the point of Light within the Mind of God
Let light stream forth into the minds of men.
Let light descend on Earth.
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GRAND MAN OF THE HEAVENS
HE POINTS (THE FINGER OF GOD) AT THE NEW AGE, AND ENERGY FOLLOWS THOUGHT.



Beneath his beard (concealed by the Wisdom of the Ages) lies the secret of The Pleiades, worn as a seven-starred necklace overlying His Throat Centre.

Our Sun lies over His Heart Centre and radiates out its note of Love-Wisdom . . .

From the point of Love within the Heart of God
Let Love stream forth into the hearts of men.
May Christ return to Earth.

The symbol of Earth lies directly in the two streams of energy and contains at its centre the Sign of Christos.

The Finger of God has not quite drawn the full Sign of Aquarius, implying that the Age is not yet fully manifest.
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“Nothing exists nor happens in the visible sky that is not sensed in some hidden moment by the faculties of Earth and Nature.”

—Kepler in his De Siella Nova


“I am certain that the celestial bodies have in them certain influences besides heat and light.”

—Francis Bacon

“Whatever is born or done this moment of time has the qualities of this moment of time.”

—Carl G. Jung

“It almost seems as though we are moving through a series of scientific fantasies to a proof of ancient beliefs.”

—Sir Bernard Lovell
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THE ASTROLOGY OF THE SOUL AND PERSONALITY

FULL MOON OF CAPRICORN

by Natalie D. Hammond

When the sun entered the sign of Capricorn on December 22nd, we found ourselves preparing for Christmas. Three days later we celebrated the birth of Christ on Earth, Christ in the heart of humanity; and if we were so inclined we pondered over the true meaning of that birth - a New Birth, or Initiation. For Capricorn, whose influence lasts through to nearly the end of January, is the sign most deeply connected with Initiation, or entry into the “Kingdom of Souls” as the Hierarchy is sometimes called, that kingdom to which we as souls already belong even though we have not given much thought to these ideas.

“But,” says a well-known lecturer speaking on this sign, “If you were born in the sign of Capricorn, please do not get the idea that you are an Initiate. We should lay emphasis on a sense of proportion and the status of evolution. Aspirants either suffer from an inferiority complex that makes them feel it is not possible to do anything, or they have an exaggerated idea of their own importance.” All would do well to remember these words, coupled with the idea that already today there are a number of Initiates in the world (not necessarily Capricornians) and that the attainment of initiations is something legitimately to be considered - provided all sense of possession, personal gain and superiority are well on their way out.

For, again quoting from the same lecturer, “An Initiate is a person who is no longer placing his consciousness in his mind or desires, or physical body; he can use these if he chooses and he does to help Humanity, but that is not where his consciousness is focussed. He is focussed in what we call the Soul, which is the aspect of ourselves which is free from form.”

In the teachings about Initiation which are to be found throughout the Tibetan"s works, we find that the sign of Capricorn is linked especially with the Third Initiation, which the Hierarchy regards as the first of the Great Initiations, the two preliminary ones being regarded as “Initiations of the Threshold”.

Many in the world, says this teacher, have already undergone these two preliminary stages owing to the tremendous pressure of two World Wars and to extra stimulation of recent times from the Hierarchy which have given enormous impetus to the spiritual evolution of mankind during the last three decades.

The sign of Capricorn belongs to the element of Earth, but unlike the fixed earthly sign of Taurus the Bull, it has a quality of mobile energy due to it being a Cardinal Sign. This animates the true Capricornian “goat” as he ascends the rocky mountain, doggedly and perseveringly with the intent of attaining his goal - the summit. He has patience and endurance beyond the limits of other temperaments. The planetary ruler, Saturn, gives a tendency to pessimism and a severity of outlook. Saturn also gives reliability, dignity of bearing and the capacity for good judgment. The evolved Capricornian is among the most thoughtful and trustworthy of counsellors to those around him. The unevolved can be narrow-minded and parsimonious. Saturn makes its subjects very hard but just taskmasters.

The driving force of the Capricornian is ambition. This can range according to age of soul from the worldly kind that breeds snobbishness up to the spiritual will to attain the peak of human perfection, enduring willingly the self-denial and hardship entailed. For incentive changes gradually during the rocky climb and even by the time this human mountain goat is a little more than half-way up his mountain - that is, has had many lives around the Zodiacal wheel, landing him once more in Capricorn - he climbs not only for himself alone and finally not for himself at all, but for the whole “family of man.”

The hieroglyph used to denote this sign is of very ancient origin; it is said that it is incorrectly drawn and that we have no real explanation of it. The animal symbol is not hard to understand because of the enduring and persevering qualities of the goat which characterises all Capricornians. The chief interest in the symbology for esoteric students is the development of this symbol from goat to that mysterious and mythological creature, the Unicorn. Here the two horns are merged into one central forceful-looking upright horn. In this metamorphosis we find symbolised the “single eye” and the “third eye” which is related to the pineal gland within the head. This is related to the first aspect of the Trinity, the Father or Will aspect. Can we not here see how the "mountain goat"

the aspiring disciple, and the Initiate partake . . . indeed need to partake of that quality of the Spiritual Will which alone can unify as well as consecrate that which has been unified (the Unicorn) into the most potent and one-pointed service?
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