
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


FOR THE BIRDS

AFV Defender: The Early Years

By Michelle L. Levigne

––––––––

[image: A picture containing text, sky

Description automatically generated]



  	
	    
	      Also by Michelle L. Levigne

	    

      
	    
          
	      AFV Defender

          
        
          
	          Friendly Fire

          
        
          
	          Here There Were Dragons

          
        
          
	          Inquest

          
        
          
	          Class Reunion

          
        
          
	          For the Birds

          
        
          
	          Jax

          
        
          
	          Cocooned

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Classic Monsters Anthology

          
        
          
	          Don't Go In the Water

          
        
          
	          The Invisible Files

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fairy Tale Anthology

          
        
          
	          Tales from the Forest

          
        
          
	          Trouble Comes in Threes

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Guardians of the Time Stream

          
        
          
	          Sanctuary

          
        
          
	          Music in the Night

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Magic to Spare

          
        
          
	          The Kindness Curse

          
        
          
	          Majjian Springs

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Neighborlee, Ohio

          
        
          
	          Bride of the Living Proof

          
        
          
	          Shrunk: The Exile of Maurice

          
        
          
	          Return of the Living Proof

          
        
          
	          Allergic to Mistletoe

          
        
          
	          Semi-Pseudo-Superheroes

          
        
          
	          Virtually London

          
        
          
	          Living Proof (That No Good Deed Goes Unpunished)

          
        
          
	          Night of the Living Proof

          
        
          
	          Confessions of a Lost Kid

          
        
          
	          Quitting the Hero Biz

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Quest for the Crescent Moon

          
        
          
	          Healer

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Steward's World

          
        
          
	          White Wolf

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Tabor Heights

          
        
          
	          Tabor at Christmas

          
        
          
	          Homespun

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Enchanted Castle Archives

          
        
          
	          The Beastly Beauty

          
        
          
	          Enchanting the Prince

          
        
          
	          Tower to Tower

          
        
          
	          Patches

          
        
          
	          Ash, Bread and the Boy

          
        
          
	          The Scent of Adventure

          
        
          
	          In The Garden of Always Winter

          
        
          
	          The Soul of the House

          
        
          
	          Beauty in a Box

          
        
          
	          Cure for the Creature

          
        
          
	          Red Wolf

          
        
          
	          To Unsee the Seen

          
        
          
	          True Love's Pigs

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Young Defenders

          
        
          
	          Soft-Wired

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          To Eternity (And Beyond): Writing Spec Fic Good For Your Soul

          
        
          
	          Fragmar the Bookish Dragon

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Michelle L. Levigne’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


www.YeOldeDragonBooks.com





[image: ]




Ye Olde Dragon Books

P.O. Box 30802

Middleburg Hts., OH 44130

www.YeOldeDragonBooks.com

2OldeDragons@gmail.com

Copyright © 2022 by Michelle L. Levigne

ISBN 13: 978-1-952345-81-4

––––––––

[image: ]


PUBLISHED IN THE UNITED States of America

Publication Date: September 15, 2022

Cover Art © Copyright Ye Olde Dragon Books 2022

All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including photocopying, recording or by any information retrieval and storage system without permission of the publisher.

Ebooks, audiobooks, and print books are not transferrable, either in whole or in part. As the purchaser or otherwise lawful recipient of this book, you have the right to enjoy the novel on your own computer or other device. Further distribution, copying, sharing, gifting or uploading is illegal and violates United States Copyright laws.

Pirating of books is illegal. Criminal Copyright Infringement, including infringement without monetary gain, may be investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is punishable by up to five years in federal prison and a fine of up to $250,000.

Names, characters and incidents depicted in this book are products of the author's imagination, or are used in a fictitious situation. Any resemblances to actual events, locations, organizations, incidents or persons – living or dead – are coincidental and beyond the intent of the author.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


FOR THE BIRDS

AFV Defender: The Early Years


[image: ]




––––––––

[image: ]


M'KAR'S ROYAL STATUS on Nisandros, her psionic training with Master Reydon and Infrenx class, and teaching self-defense and Nisandrian culture classes at the Academy resulted in her leaping ranks when she graduated from Basic and went to her first ship in the Fleet. Instead of ensign, she was a lieutenant junior grade. Her Talent, a strong animal-focused psi rating along with the ability to sense emerging psionic Talents in others, was rare enough that the top-line E&D ships had first priority in requesting her. This high ranking also gave her some freedom in requesting her first posting. She knew exactly where she wanted to go.

Genys Arroyan and Treinna and Jasper Lore were all serving on the Defender by this time. They petitioned Captain Rob Hollis to request M'kar. Fleet had learned decades ago that the most efficient crews had strong personal relationships, preferably with some history between them before being assigned to the ship. Having friends already on board went a long way toward granting M'kar's request to be assigned to the Defender, with direct report to Chief of Talents Lt. Cmdr. Culver.

Fleet was coming to depend on the ship and crew's misfit luck to pull off miracles and find answers that everyone else felt sure had been blown to stellar dust. So when the Defender got orders taking them far from their assigned exploration-and-patrol route to assist a diplomatic team, no one immediately questioned the change in orders. It was becoming standard practice. Usually, the details of why exactly the Defender had to get involved, and the expertise of a specific member of the crew was needed, came while the ship was still gaining speed on its new heading. This time, however, the details didn’t arrive after two hours. Then a full day on the new heading. Then two days. Once the ship crossed over into unfamiliar territory, the missing details made Captain Hollis’s personal alarms ring louder than ever before.

When the delayed details finally came, he was dangerously close to being numb from the tension. According to his personal log: 


Three lines into this assignment briefing, I started thinking I was the reason for the change of course. As soon as I saw my old friend Declan’s name as leader of the team, I got that sick certainty. Friendship debts make it impossible for me to cash in any of the favors my crew and I earned from the last few skin-of-our-teeth missions to get another ship and captain to switch places with us.

Then a paragraph later, my feelings of guilt toward my crew, who certainly deserve a longer break between crises and puzzles, turned to absolute head-twisting confusion, and then the awful suspicion that someone, somewhere, is laughing at me. And still hiding details.

Don’t any of those arrogant, know-it-all paper-pushers at HQ know how to read? Can’t they remember from one dec to the next that I and my ship don’t do diplomacy? No, correct that – we shouldn’t do diplomacy. How many brain-twisted, delusional diplomats do we have to rescue from their own arrogance and stupidity? And then instead of a little well-deserved appreciation they try to foist all their stupidity and bad choices on us instead of acting like the adults they pretend to be. Can’t they keep it straight in their bureaucratic heads that the farther my crew stays away from diplomats and ambassadors and negotiators and bureaucrats, the better for the entire Alliance? Because I’ve warned them nobody threatens my crew when they’ve risked their lives for arrogant buffoons who won’t admit they don’t know down from up. Forget the Alliance – for the universe in general.
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