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Disclaimer & Author’s Note

Hi there, and welcome!

My name is Reed Ashcroft, and for as long as I can remember, I’ve been absolutely captivated by ectotherms—the cold-blooded wonders of our natural world. While other kids were chasing soccer balls or playing video games, I was flipping over rocks, building terrariums, and memorizing every detail I could about snakes, lizards, frogs, and all things scaled or slimy. It wasn’t a phase—it was the start of a lifelong obsession.

That early passion turned into a serious pursuit. I’ve spent years immersed in the world of herpetology, both in the field and in research, and along the way, I’ve had the privilege of working with countless reptile species. But no group has captured my heart quite like corn snakes—resilient, beautiful, beginner-friendly, and endlessly fascinating.

This book isn’t meant to replace professional veterinary advice or act as the final word on reptile care. Instead, it’s a blend of personal experience, hands-on husbandry, and researched best practices, designed to help fellow enthusiasts and new keepers give their corn snakes the best possible life.

I write these guides not as a distant expert, but as a passionate keeper who still gets excited every time a snake sheds perfectly or takes a meal with confidence. If this book helps you fall deeper in love with the reptile hobby—or simply helps your corn snake thrive—then I’ve done my job.

Here’s to the scales, the sheds, and the silent charm of snakes.

Warm regards,

Reed Ashcroft
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​Chapter 1 – Introduction to White’s Tree Frogs
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White’s Tree Frogs (Litoria caerulea), also known as the Australian Green Tree Frog or Dumpy Tree Frog, have earned a well-deserved reputation as one of the most charming and beginner-friendly amphibians in the pet trade. Their distinctive appearance, hardy nature, and endearing personalities have captured the hearts of reptile and amphibian enthusiasts worldwide. Before we delve into their care, it’s important to understand their history, natural environment, and the qualities that make them such beloved companions.



​A Brief History of the Species

White’s Tree Frog was first scientifically described in 1790 by the English naturalist John White, who was serving as Surgeon General for the colony of New South Wales, Australia. White was captivated by the frog’s large size, bright green coloration, and gentle nature—traits that still draw keepers to the species today. His early description led to the frog being named in his honor, and it remains one of the few amphibians whose common name is tied to its discoverer.

Over the centuries, Litoria caerulea has been the subject of both scientific study and popular fascination. In the mid-20th century, they were exported in small numbers for research and public display, particularly in zoos and universities. Their calm demeanor made them ideal for educational purposes, allowing students and visitors to observe amphibian biology without the stress of handling a nervous or flighty species.

Today, White’s Tree Frogs are bred in captivity across the globe, with the majority of pet trade individuals coming from reputable breeders rather than being collected from the wild. This shift has helped reduce pressure on native populations while ensuring that keepers can enjoy healthy, acclimated animals.



​Native Range and Habitat

White’s Tree Frogs are native to northern and eastern Australia, the lowland and coastal areas of New Guinea, and parts of Indonesia (specifically the islands close to New Guinea). Within this range, they occupy a diverse array of habitats—proof of their adaptability.

In the wild, these frogs are typically found in:

●  Tropical Rainforests: Humid, lush environments with plenty of vertical climbing opportunities. They spend most of their time in trees or perched on large leaves.

●  Woodlands and Savannahs: Especially near water sources such as creeks and swamps.

●  Human Habitations: They’re known for seeking shelter in garden plants, water tanks, and even around porch lights where insects gather.

This adaptability has made White’s Tree Frogs remarkably tolerant of environmental changes. They can survive in areas where other amphibians might struggle, including regions with fluctuating temperatures and humidity. However, they still require access to moisture and shelter to remain healthy in the wild.



​Why They’re Popular in the Pet Trade

There are several reasons why Litoria caerulea has become a household name in herpetoculture:


	
Hardiness: White’s Tree Frogs tolerate a broader range of temperatures and humidity than many amphibians, making them less sensitive to small husbandry errors.
 

	
Captive Breeding Success: Their ease of breeding in captivity means they’re widely available, healthy, and free from the parasites often carried by wild-caught specimens.
 

	
Gentle Nature: Unlike many frog species that can be skittish or aggressive, White’s Tree Frogs are calm and often seem curious about their surroundings—and their keepers.
 

	
Adorable Appearance: Their plump bodies, oversized toe pads, and “smiling” faces have universal appeal.
 

	
Long Lifespan: With proper care, they can live 15–20 years in captivity, making them one of the longest-lived pet frogs.
 



Their combination of resilience, charm, and availability makes them an ideal choice for both first-time frog owners and experienced amphibian keepers.



​General Temperament and Behavior

White’s Tree Frogs are famously docile. In captivity, they quickly acclimate to routine care and feeding, often perching calmly in full view of their owners. While they should never be handled excessively—amphibians have delicate, absorbent skin—they tolerate brief, careful handling better than most frog species.

Some of their most notable behavioral traits include:

●  Nocturnal Activity: They are most active during the evening and night, hunting for insects and exploring their enclosure.

●  Vocalizations: Males produce a distinctive, deep, throaty call—especially during the rainy season or in response to environmental changes such as misting. This call is surprisingly loud for their size.

●  Perching Habits: They spend much of their time clinging to branches, glass walls, or plant leaves using their sticky toe pads.

●  Occasional “Dumpy” Posture: They’re known to adopt a relaxed, saggy posture with legs hanging loosely—a quirk that adds to their personality and led to their nickname, the Dumpy Tree Frog.

In the wild, their calm demeanor is likely an adaptation to their arboreal lifestyle and reliance on camouflage. They are ambush predators, preferring to remain still until prey comes within striking distance, then using their long, sticky tongues to snatch insects in an instant.



​Why Understanding Their Background Matters

For any keeper, knowing the natural history and behavior of their frog is key to providing proper care. By understanding where White’s Tree Frogs come from and how they live in the wild, you can better replicate the conditions that keep them healthy in captivity. This includes providing the right temperature gradient, humidity, and environmental enrichment to encourage natural behaviors.

As we progress through this book, we’ll explore the specific husbandry requirements, feeding techniques, and health considerations for Litoria caerulea. But it all begins here—with a deep respect for the species and an understanding of its origins.



Key Takeaways from Chapter 1:

●  White’s Tree Frogs are native to Australia, New Guinea, and parts of Indonesia.

●  First described in 1790 by John White, they are named in his honor.

●  Known for their adaptability, gentle nature, and charming appearance.

●  A favorite in the pet trade due to hardiness, availability, and long lifespan.

●  Understanding their natural environment is essential to proper care.
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​Chapter 2 – Understanding Litoria caerulea
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​Physical Description and Color Variations

The White’s Tree Frog (Litoria caerulea), also known as the Dumpy Tree Frog or Australian Green Tree Frog, is a striking and adaptable amphibian that has captured the hearts of keepers worldwide. Its most recognizable features include a stout body, a rounded “smiling” mouth, and large golden-brown eyes with horizontal pupils. Adults typically measure between 3 and 4.5 inches (7.5–11.5 cm) in length, with females generally larger than males.

While “green” is in their common name, Litoria caerulea can display a surprising range of colors. Their base tone may vary from a bright emerald to a rich forest green, and individuals often have a powdery blue tint, especially on the sides and legs. This bluish hue is particularly vivid in certain genetic morphs and in frogs living in slightly cooler climates. Some individuals may even appear entirely turquoise under the right lighting conditions.

Color can shift depending on the frog’s environment, mood, and temperature. For example, a frog may appear darker and more olive-toned when resting in a shaded enclosure but brighten to a lighter green or bluish tone after basking in warmth. The skin texture is generally smooth but may have a slightly waxy feel, a natural adaptation to minimize water loss.
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