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CHAPTER ONE
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The beast within him howled. It wanted out. His father put a restraining hand on his shoulder.

“Wait,” he commanded.

“I can’t,” Patrick managed to growl between clenched teeth.

His body began to quiver, his arms twitching uncontrollably.

“Wait, I tell you!”

Too late. Patrick’s body contorted. His bones snapped, and he howled at the agony while fur sprang forth from his skin. His face changed, his jaw and cheekbones elongating into a muzzle, and his teeth ached excruciatingly as they grew.

Mad with rage and pain, he stood panting for a moment, while the werewolf shape settled. Then his vision sharpened, seeking an outlet for his anger.

His father had stepped away during the transformation, knowing what was to come. He braced, holding a heavy fighting stick a few yards away.

“Patrick,” he warned, “control it.”

The werewolf growled. His mane stood erect. Red haze coloured his vision now as he centred all his attention on the human in front of him. Blood pumped through his veins, urging him on to kill.

“Patrick,” his father tried again, “it’s me. See me, Patrick. Control your rage. You can do this.”

The werewolf leapt.

“Shit...”

With a practised swing, Edward Blakesley swatted the werewolf aside with his heavy staff. With a yelp, Patrick crashed into a tree.

Lord Blakesley knew better than to try the staff a second time. It only ever worked the once, giving him just enough time to change. Quickly, and with controlled and practised ease, he transformed and met Patrick on an even footing.

The two massive werewolves stared at each other. Edward, larger and experienced; Patrick, with youthful strength and full of anger.

Saliva dripped from Patrick’s teeth onto the dry leaves of the forest floor. He didn’t care. He saw nothing but the other wolf in front of him and felt nothing but the fury he had inside.

He could contain himself no longer. Without thought, he plunged ahead, sinking his teeth deep into the other’s shoulder. With ferocious growls and snapping of teeth, they fought, blood spraying from wounds all over their bodies.

***
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“You know she will be mad,” his father admonished an hour later.

“Yes, Father,” Patrick said while looking at his feet.

A servant admitted them to their home and took their coats. Edward led Patrick through to the sitting room, where his mother awaited them. She looked up expectantly.

Edward shook his head. “We’ll need needle and thread,” he said. “This one won’t heal in time for church.”

Lillian Blakesley glanced at the standing clock against the far wall. Church started in an hour. The men had been out all night.
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