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Junior & Bo's Trip to the Olympics


Chapter I

Summer Vacation
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The phone rang, and the woman wiped her hands as she reached to answer it.

"Hello, yes, how are you? Okay, one moment please, Junior, your father is on the phone."

The young boy rushed to the phone and took the receiver from his mom.

"Hello Dad, how are you?"

"I'm doing great, son. I sure miss you and Bo. How is that old dog doing?"

Junior told his father that Bo was doing great; Bo seemed to get used to the weather in Montreal because it was hardly ever hot. Junior said, "I think that Bo's a lot more comfortable here than he was in Florida."

The old dog Bo had returned to Montreal with Junior at the end of Junior's summer vacation the previous summer. After their adventure in the orange grove, Junior and Bo had become inseparable, so when it was time for Junior to return to his mother's home in Canada, Junior's father did not have the heart to separate them.

Junior called Bo; the old dog ran to him and sat next to where his young master was sitting. "Hey Bo, Dad is on the phone, here listen." Junior placed the phone near Bo's ear as he yelled to his dad that Bo was listening.

"Hey Bo, how are you doing, you old dog?"

Hearing his ex-master's voice, the dog got excited. His tail waggled crazily as he barked and barked while running back and forth between Junior's mother, who was in the kitchen making supper, and back to where Junior was sitting in the hallway. Bo made so much noise that Junior knew he had to calm Bo down because he knew they would get complaints from their landlord again.

"Okay Bo, quiet down and come over here and lie down beside me," Junior said.

Bo, without hesitation, obeyed his young master and lay at Junior's feet. Junior put the phone to his ear and continued to listen to his father.

"This summer I had an idea that instead of you just coming here to Florida again for the entire summer, I thought that you, your brother Andrew, and I would travel to Greece for the Summer Olympics. What do you think about that idea?"

"Greece, okay I guess," as a look of distaste crossed Junior's face. "Where is Greece?"

"It's in Europe, Junior, east of the big boot, Italy."

"Oh!" Junior did not know where it was. He knew that as soon as he got off the phone with his father, he would go to his world map that he had on his bedroom wall and would find it. "When do we leave, and what about Bo?"

Junior's father explained he had been working on this trip for months. He had investigated all that they needed to do, to travel overseas with Bo and found out that it would be impossible to bring Bo with them this trip, but he found a great dog kennel that would take great care of him while they were in Greece for the three weeks during the summer Olympics in Athens. His father continued to tell him he had tried to think of everything. He did all the preparations down to the smallest detail. Junior's father seemed genuinely excited that they were all going to Greece. He told Junior again that it was too bad that he could not get Bo to come with them, but there were just too many problems in bringing him with them.

Junior was not happy. He did not want to go anywhere, especially for three weeks without his dog. Junior's father continued to explain to him they were going to fly to Athens from Tampa at the beginning of August and they would be in Greece for about three weeks.

"I don't want you to feel bad about missing the first week of school," Junior's father said.

Junior thought to himself that his father had to be kidding. Junior would never feel bad about missing the first week or any other week of any school year. He felt that school was boring. However, that was not what was upsetting Junior. It was the thought of leaving Bo behind.

"I will not dad, I promise, this trip sounds okay, I guess, Dad. I cannot wait to go," said Junior as he tried to cover up his lies to his father. Junior attempted to get Bo to come along with them. "Is there no way that we can bring Bo with us?"

Junior's father explained, "I am sorry, son. I know you will miss Bo, but I just cannot swing it this time. Maybe, next trip okay."

Junior was getting more upset by the minute, so he decided to change the subject, hoping that it would help to make it easier for him to accept the fact that Bo would not come with them to Greece.

"Dad, is Jesse going to come with us?"

"No, not this time. Jesse will officially be in the Air Force by then and he is going to be starting boot camp in mid-August, so he cannot come with us."

Junior's father asked his son if he had packed and was ready for his flight to Florida this weekend.

Junior said that he still had a few things to get ready for the trip, but he knew that his mother would make sure that he would be ready in ample time.

"Great son, so I'll be seeing you on Sunday when you arrive, so have a pleasant trip and I can't wait to see you," said the boys' father. "I love you, son."

"I love you too dad, see you on Sunday. Bye." Junior hung up the phone as he continued to sit there, lost in thought. He was still very upset about this new twist in his summer vacation about going to Greece without Bo. He was no longer excited about the trip to Florida. He had heard about Greece before, but the boy paid no attention to where Greece was and never gave it a mind about going there.

Junior's mother came out of the kitchen. "Is everything okay with your father?"

"Yes mom, dad just checked that everything was ready for my trip to Florida this weekend. He wanted to make sure that there were no problems."

Junior's mother could see that Junior was upset about his trip to Greece. She already knew about the problem that he could not bring his dog with him. She decided not to talk to him about it right away but to let him mull over it for a while and would discuss it with her son later, after supper. Therefore, she nodded with a smile and returned to the kitchen to finish preparing supper. Junior sat for a moment, got up, and followed his mother into the kitchen.

"Mom, do I have to go to Greece with Dad?

"Yes, you do. Your father is very excited about bringing his boys to where his ancestors are from."

Junior decided not to push it, so he changed the subject. "Do you know anything about the Olympics or about Greece?"

"Not much son, I know they hold the summer Olympic every four years I think, and they hold it in a different location in different countries around the world, each time. They held the summer Olympics here in Montreal in 1976. As far as Greece is concerned, I have never been there, but your father's grandparents were from Greece, from a small village near the city of Sparta."

Junior listened to his mother as his mind wandered. He sat there daydreaming about his trip to Greece and the Summer Olympics in Athens. When his mother finished explaining how little she knew about Greece, Junior thanked her and told her he would be in his room until suppertime.

Junior sat down at his computer as his curiosity got the better of him. The young boy found his mind filled with questions about Greece. He realized that he just had to know more about Greece and how and where the Olympics had started.
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