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“The most unfortunate one is actually the most fortunate one. If one could make an effort to reverse it. After one awakened from the nightmares. One will see Another Day, one will get Another Chance!”

––––––––
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Note: This is a true story 

To protect the people within

Fictitious names and places are used
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The Most Unfortunate Man
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My friends, this is a true story based on actual events. I am a lifelong friend of Don, since secondary school days. By acts of heaven, we meet each other in many different countries. At different time zones. 

Now we are both over 70 years old. Don is the most unfortunate man in the world. All the business empires he built failed. Mostly due to betrayal by his family members or power hungry executives. Even his public company is delisted due to that. The most unfortunate experience ever happened to him is the betrayal by the mother he trusted so much.  His mother betrays him, takes over the family business he saved. Since then Don is suffering from the “Sunshine Depression” syndrome for at least 25 years now. 

Don does have a glamorous life. He works hard, and he enjoys hard. But after the entertainment, he always goes back to his office to make deals with contacts in other countries, due to the time differences.

Due to his courage to face his own misfortunate, he finally decides to throw everything away. Packs up and leaves the country to start a new life in SE Asia.

If you feel that you may be betrayed by someone dear, and you are very depressed. Maybe reading this story will lead you to a brighter experience.

“The worst enemies are those nearest you!”
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Chapter 1- The Family Business
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The Thomson family has been running a very successful family business for over 200 years. They pass through the two world wars, they evolve to different forms. But always remains as a family business.

200 years ago, they started out as farmers, farming wheats and rice. Their rice farms were destroyed again and again by the wars.

After the last war, the Thomsons evolve into pharmaceutical and health food businesses. The other major business is wine making.

Mr. Thomson’s home is a big mansion located at a big vineyard that the family owns since 200 years ago. Before the dawn of the second world war, the Thomsons decided to convert their land into a vineyard and built wineries on the land. 

Today this land is a private city. It is completely self-contained. The Thomsons build schools, hospital, cinemas, and many other facilities. The workers are all living at the vineyard. There are comfortable apartments built just for them. The wine maker families always treat their workers as their own families. 

Every night they dine and sing with them. Wine making is big business but only a few old families can afford to do these kinds of businesses. It takes years before the first bottle of wine comes out.

The Heads of Family of wine makers are always the Wine Masters. They also employ wine masters to oversee the winery operations. Most of the time the Heads of family must taste the first bottle before the lot can be shipped out.

It is a big empire. So whoever takes charge of this Thomson Empire is actually the King and Queen of the kingdom.

Most vineyards in Europe are like that. All the wine making families always live at their own vineyards.

Today the Thomson’s group of companies are still operating as family businesses.

The late Mr. Thomson is a very glamorous man. Just like any wealthy descendants. Mr. Thomson is a highflyer in his time.

As a rich playboy, he ended up having 13 children from his first wife. His girlfriend gives him a son. But his girlfriend herself brings a stepson called Don into the Thomson family. 

Due to acts of heaven or hell, Mr. Thomson’s most beloved first son, the son he wants to pass on the family empire, died of food poisoning. 

In the chain of brothers and sisters, the next son is the fifth brother. 

Mr. Thomson’s fifth son is designated as the next ruler of the Family empire. Called the Head of Family in their country’s tradition.

Don is studying at a University in America for his Bs degree in Chemistry. He has high scores, he is also super intelligent. He passes a national quiz designed by the government, and is classified as one of the most brilliant scientists in the country. He is then offered a citizenship of the country by the request of a fortune 500 chemical firm. They funds Thomson on his PhD research in Chemistry. He gets his PhD at age 24. A super brilliant man.

He is working in the company in drug development. He designs a few drugs that help mankind to conquer some hard to cure diseases. He also studies wine at the university during his free time. He then earns the Wine Master’s degree.

One day while the late Mr. Thomson is ready to go back to his country after a long trip in America, he develops a stroke. Don is working in the company at the same city. The brothers ask him to stay at the hospital with Mr. Thomson.

Don resigns his job at the company, and stays at the hospital with his stepfather. He sleeps on a bed next to Mr. Thomson’s bed at the hospital. Mr. Thomson stays at the hospital for six months. Don is always there, practically living at the hospital with his stepfather.

His brothers and sisters come to visit their father, then they go out to enjoy. They just put Don there as a cheap private nurse. They really look down on Don.

One day Mr. Thomson regains his consciousness after six months of memory loss. First thing he says to Don is: 

“Don, I owe Mr. Thorns 2 million USD, that I lost on the gambling table. Can you send him the money for me. I cannot sign cheques.” He says.

Don: “Yes, dad, I will do just that.”

Don leaves the hospital and goes to the bank, he cables the 2 million dollars to Mr. Thorns’ account. Don never asks his father to reimburse him.

Mr. Thomson is developing a closer relationship with Don suddenly., treating him as his real son.

In the next few days Mr. Thomson is telling Don how to run his empire.

Mr. Thomson: “Don, there is a deep water mine in our family. Beware!”

Don: “Dad, it is alright. I do not rule the family empire. The brothers and sisters don’t talk to me at all. But I respect all of them.”

Mr. Thomson: “You do not have to. You are better than them. I respect people who has gust! For me I do not care. But I will get well. I am still in charge.”

Don: “The fifth brother already taken control of the company.”

Mr. Thomson: “Is that right? I never told him to take over.”

Don: “Dad, you have been at this hospital for six months already. Looks like you are better now, I think you should go home to take care of things.”

Mr. Thomson: “Yes, I think so, it is time to go home. Where is your mother?”

Don: “I do not know, I already resigned my job. I am free now.”

Don: “I can take you home myself. Just allow me to pack up my cloths, and I shall ask my real estate broker to sell my property here. I will move back to our country. I shall take care of you.”

Mr. Thomson: “Where are your brothers and sisters? Why are they not here?”

Don: “They were here for a short while, then they disappeared. I do not know where they are.”

Mr. Thomson: “Oh, just you here?”

Don: “Yes, I have been here for the last six months. The brothers told me to stay with you.”

Mr. Thomson: “They told you that, and you just resign your job and stay here with me?”

Don: “Yes, someone has to stay here with you.”

Mr. Thomson: “Thanks Don, you are such a good son. Now I know. Ok, why not call the doctors and tell them I want to check out. Call the office at home and tell them to prepare medical care for me at home.”

Don: “Ok, I shall do that.”

Don finally finds his mother, who is having tea with her friends. 

Don: “Mom, dad already awakened, and he is checking out of the hospital. He wants to go home now. Can you get his ticket ready?”

Mom: “Oh, he is awake? Ok, I go to hospital now. Are you coming home also? I will take care of your dad, you go prepare your trip home.”

Mom: “I am a tourist here, it is easy for me just to pack. I am sure you have lots of things to take care of before leaving.”

Don: “Yes a few things for dad, then I can leave. I will sell my property here. Since I am not living here anymore. I go home now.”

Don: “I will call a broker back home to find me a furnished apartment first, then I shop for a home for myself.”

Mom: “No need, I will find a house for you. I will pay for it.”

Don: “Ok, you buy it then.”

Don goes home, calls the home office to prepare medical arrangement for his father.”

All three of them are going home finally.

In their home country, Mr. Thomson decides to hold a family meeting after he rested for a few days at his home. His first wife is with him. But she never went to the hospital to see him.

I think she really hates Mr. Thomson’s girlfriend, and her two sons. One real son of Thomson’s, one comes with the girlfriend.

Thomson calls his lawyer to come to the meeting as well.

All the brothers and sisters arrive, and they are waiting for Mr. Thomson to speak to them.

Mr. Thomson: “I am old, and now I am a stroke patient. No matter what, I will not live too long.”

Mr. Thomson: “Today I will announce my decision.”

All the brothers and sisters are listening. The fifth son is anxious to know who is going to be the head of family.
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