
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Our story brings us to the ancient world of the Romans in the final days of the Western Roman Empire a young Italian man makes his rise in the Roman Army spending his career fighting Barbarians and Rebels in duty to the Roman Empire. At first the young man is proud and eager to serve his country over the years of fighting some of the strong enemies he begins to challenge his own beliefs and find himself while on campaign he lives his golden years in battle and internal conflict and would forsake everything he believed in to find peace in his later years.
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Chapter 1: The Roman Empire


[image: ]




Titus Felix Russo was born in the walled Roman city of Mediolanum which is a tiny fraction of what modern Milan City in Northern Italy looks like although Mediolanum exists in a suburban district and would be considered a town or small city in modern context the ancient Roman city of Mediolanum would have been big for its time housing thousands of Roman in the center of the Navigli river canal systems the Roman city of Mediolanum felt secure as they felt they were at the center of the Roman world as a man on a horse or chariot could get to the capital in Rome within a few days of traveling. About half of the city’s population contained Romans who in today's world would be classified as Northern Italians the people who have become the mainstream society and culture in the region where as about 40 percent of the city where from Sicily and Rome considered to be of Southern Italian make up about 90 percent of the population in the city felt a strong national pride as Romans they believed it to be Italy’s true first culture and society. The minority in the city were Celtic people who went by the tribal name of Insubres; they made up the final 10 percent of the city's population; they were the Indigenous people in the region and in Mediolanum before the Roman Empire and Roman Republic. Most in Mediolanum considered anyone caught in the Celtic part of the city to be poor. 

Titus Felix Russo was brought up in the same house his father and grandfather was brought up in he had grown up doing the same thing all the men in his family had done for generations he was a blacksmith a young Titus Felix  looked up to his father and asked “Dad why do we do this work?”  Felix Augustus Russo the father of Titus who had brown skin and short black hair with a beard said “ We have been doing blacksmith work since we arrived in Mediolanum centuries ago your grandfather Augustus Titus Russo taught me everything I know to which he learned from his father and such on. The Russo’s make the finest blades in all of the Roman Empire.” Titus Felix Russo nodded at the boy with light brown skin and short brown hair then said “What if I wanted to be a soldier instead?” His father Felix Augustus Russo laughed then said “Our family gave up the warrior lifestyle centuries ago now we make blades and weapons for the Empire.” Titus Felix Russo would spend his childhood and youth working for his father forging blades becoming one of the most skilled blacksmiths but he longed for combat and for battle. Titus Felix wanted to become a soldier and a warrior. Titus Felix Russo learned the streets of Mediolanum well as he would walk many blocks in his free time exploring the city. He would always have a dream of leaving his city but would be a blacksmith till he was 18. The Roma army marched into Mediolanum one evening, young teenage Titus Felix Russo could barely contain himself as he saw the armored soldiers of Rome garrisoning their city.
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