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      The Jin Dynasty: A History of China, PART TWO, takes you into the empire’s most dramatic years. It begins with Emperor Hailing (Wanyan Liang), whose bold march against the Southern Song drained his state and left scars that never healed. From that moment, the dynasty faced storms on all sides-enemies pressing in from beyond its borders and unrest spreading within its own court.

      For a time, there was light. Emperor Shizong, honored as the “A Sage-like Ruler in the North,” brought order, justice, and prosperity. But even his achievements could not erase the dangers waiting ahead. When power passed to his grandson, Emperor Zhangzong, the empire still looked strong from the outside, yet beneath the surface the slow slide from strength to weakness had already begun.

      By the reign of Emperor Xuanzong, the threat could no longer be ignored. Mongol forces stood before the walls of Bianjing, and the emperor made the desperate choice to abandon the northern capital and lead his court south. That flight opened a new chapter of fear, mistrust, and broken defenses, pushing the dynasty toward the edge.

      In the end, the burden fell on Emperor Aizong, who inherited a kingdom already collapsing. Surrounded by betrayal, bad counsel, and the relentless pressure of the Mongol armies, he fought to hold on to the last fragments of power. Each choice carried heavy costs, and with every passing season the walls closed in tighter.

      This book tells the story of those final generations: emperors, generals, ministers, and the ordinary people caught between them.
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      Wanyan Liang, the Prince of Hailing, ruled in a very cruel way, and what finally ruined him was that he ignored strong opposition all over the country and boldly started a large war against the Southern Song.

      Why did Wanyan Liang insist so stubbornly on attacking the Southern Song?

      What specific steps did he take to make this war happen?

      And why did Wanyan Liang finally meet a sudden calamity and die a violent death because of this war?

      Wanyan Liang was violent, liked killing, lived wildly, and chased women a lot; he was a typical cruel ruler.

      But if he had only caused trouble inside Jin and in his own lands, he might one day have been stabbed by his men like Jin Xizong, yet he still could have stayed emperor for a few more years.

      Jin Xizong ruled for more than ten years, and even though there were many opponents then, he still kept his throne.

      After Wanyan Liang took the throne, he slaughtered many members of the royal family, so at home there were basically no forces left that could threaten him.

      So if Wanyan Liang had just stayed inside the country and lived quietly, his end would not have been so sad.

      The key problem was that of the three big ambitions he had, two had already come true: one was to hold the highest power, and the second was to bring all the world's most beautiful women into his harem.

      Those two goals were met, but one big wish was not yet done: to lead his army to attack other countries, capture an enemy ruler, and make him answer before him.

      So he was determined to make that wish come true, trying to unify the land and bring the whole realm under one rule.

      One time, he was reading the Han Shu.

      Everyone knew that Wanyan Liang was deeply influenced by Han culture and especially loved the history books of the Central Plains.

      After finishing the Han Shu, he told his attendants, “Now the territory of our Great Jin already surpasses that of the Han.” His most trusted Han minister, Zhang Zhongke, upon hearing this, added, “Your Majesty, although our Great Jin now spans vast lands and can be called a great empire of ten thousand miles, looking at the world as a whole it is currently divided into four parts. To the south is the Song, to the east is Goryeo - the region of today’s Korean Peninsula - and to the west is Western Xia. From this it is apparent that at that time our relations with Korea were intimate, even treating Korea as part of ourselves. If we could unify these places, then our territory could truly be called vast.” These words, like an invisible hand, set Wanyan Liang’s heart itching. He couldn’t help but ponder: if he were to destroy these small states, which one should he start with?

      The answer, of course, was to destroy the Song first. After all, the Song were Jin’s sworn enemies, while Western Xia and Goryeo were merely tributary states, so the primary target had to be the Song.

      Wanyan Liang liked to study Han Chinese classics, and once he read the lyrics of Liu Yong. When he saw Liu Yong’s depiction of Hangzhou - “osmanthus in the third autumn, ten miles of lotus flowers” - he exclaimed, “This place is simply marvelous! I must destroy the Song and bring this land into the map of our Great Jin.” At that moment a eunuch beside him, having heard some news from somewhere, hurried over and said, “Your Majesty, I’ve heard that Consort Liu of Song Gaozong is an exceptionally rare beauty. Compared to her, the women in our palace are like crude village women and cannot be mentioned in the same breath.”

      Hearing this, Wanyan Liang immediately began to scheme: if I can destroy the Song, it would be killing two birds with one stone. Not only would I gain the fertile Jiangnan lands, but I could also take a rare beauty like Consort Liu for myself.

      So Wanyan Liang immediately ordered that a bedchamber be prepared in his palace specifically for Consort Liu, like a guesthouse awaiting her arrival. Everything in that chamber was arranged with exquisite taste - the bed, the furnishings, the bedding - all brand new. He thought to himself, just for all of this, I must attack the Song.

      At a banquet one evening, Wanyan Liang was seized by poetic fervor and wrote, “Raise a hundred thousand troops on West Lake, set my horse on the highest peak of Wushan.” Full of ambition and pride, he prepared to march south to destroy the Song. In fact, the vast majority of Jin ministers resolutely opposed using troops against the Song. So why were these Jin ministers so determinedly against attacking the Southern Song? Wen Dunsizhong, the Grand Secretary, expressed his opposition with great firmness, solemnly declaring that under no circumstances should they rashly mobilize the army or launch a war against the Southern Song. Wanyan Liang responded bluntly, “You need not worry about whether my attack on the Song is feasible; I am not discussing with you whether to use troops against the Song - I have already decided to invade the Song. Now I only want to hear your opinion: tell me roughly how long it would take to destroy the Southern Song.”

      After hearing this, Wen Dunsizhong could only say helplessly, “If we truly intend to attack the Southern Song, ten years would be a more appropriate timeframe. In fact, at this moment the comprehensive national strength of the Jin is already below that of the Southern Song. Since the founding of the Northern Song in the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms period, China’s economic center has shifted from the Yellow River basin to the Yangtze River basin, moving from the north to the south. The Northern Song emperor once said that the country’s foundation relied on the sustenance provided by the southeast; the southeastern coastal region was the principal source of the state’s fiscal revenue. Therefore, the Jin’s national strength cannot compare with the Song’s. Moreover, except for the time when Prince Liang, Zongbi, led light cavalry south to pursue Emperor Gaozong of Song all the way to his flight to the sea, the Jiangnan region had suffered almost no warfare. And the northern Yellow River region has been in continuous conflict for many years, with the people enduring the sufferings of war and in need of rest and recuperation- is that not an obvious truth?”

      So Wen Dunsizhong said to Wanyan Liang, “I think a ten‑year timeframe for attacking the Southern Song is appropriate.” Wanyan Liang thought that was far too long and urged, “Don’t tell me ten years-tell me how many months; count in months.” Wen hurriedly explained, “When Emperor Taizu campaigned against the Liao it still took several years. Now the people harbor grievances and our expedition lacks justification. The Jianghuai region is unbearably hot in summer and wet and rainy in autumn, wholly unsuitable for long-term troop deployments; you cannot simply estimate it in months. Emperor Taizu was a peerless warrior and hero; he raised troops in 1114 and died in 1123, and his campaigns against the Liao took years. Moreover, Emperor Taizong finally destroyed the Liao in 1125, so from beginning to end it took twelve years. Now you want to attack the Song, but the Song has committed no great fault. Jiangnan is crisscrossed with waterways, full of rice paddies and rolling hills, the climate humid and sultry-under such geographic and climatic conditions, an attack will not be easy. That is why I say ten years is already a conservative estimate; you absolutely cannot destroy the Song in a few months.”

      Hearing this, Wanyan Liang was furious and drew his knife to strike Wen Dunsizhong, feeling that even a court flogging would not relieve his hatred. Wen Dunsizhong truly was a pillar of loyalty. “I have served through four reigns,” he said; “since the time of Taizu and Taizong I began my official service, and I have served four generations of emperors. If this is for the good of the state, what regret is there even in giving my life? Now that I have attained the high office of Shangshu Ling, my life is worthwhile.” Wanyan Liang, seeing such a loyal and upright minister, found it hard to strike him, but he resolved no longer to employ him. All loyal ministers who tried to obstruct his campaign against the Song were dismissed from office.

      Wanyan Liang completely ignored his ministers’ strong objections and insisted on marching south to destroy the Song. After officially announcing preparations to campaign against the Song, he did not immediately muster troops and march south; instead he once again moved the capital. Why was that?

      What pretext could he use to assemble the army? If he mobilized troops, the Southern Song would surely learn of it-what then? Wanyan Liang said it did not matter: he planned to move the capital from Beijing to Kaifeng, the former Northern Song capital Bianjing. Under the pretext of relocating the capital, he would stockpile grain, recruit troops, and then launch a major southern campaign to annihilate the Southern Song.

      Wanyan Liang paid no heed to his ministers’ objections and resolutely moved the capital to Bianjing. At the time of the relocation he ordered the distribution of military horses across the realm; each meng'an‑mouke unit-whether Khitan, Bohai, or Jurchen-would be determined by lot.

      They conscripted troops until an army of six hundred thousand was assembled. How many warhorses would be needed to put such a force in the field? If all six hundred thousand were cavalry and each man were allotted three to five horses, two to three million horses would be required. So Wanyan Liang ordered the confiscation of civilian horses, decreeing that households of officials of seventh rank and above could keep only one mule and were forbidden to retain horses; officials below the seventh rank were not allowed to possess even a mule. At the same time, he seized weapons from across the land and had them all transported to the central capital. In this vast realm, any household with two or more sons and elderly parents was required to send one son to serve in the army. If, for example, a family had two sons and an eighty‑year‑old mother, one son would stay to care for her while the other went to serve-this might seem reasonable, wouldn’t it? But if a household had two sons and the parents were not yet elderly-if the father was only in his forties-then there was no negotiation: all three men would be sent to the army.

      Once this conscription policy was implemented, the people’s lives were thrown into chaos. They were full of grievance and dissatisfaction, constantly gathering to complain about the unfair draft. Many families fled their homes to avoid conscription, drifting about and shattering the stability of their former lives. Worse still, the government concentrated and confiscated the realm’s grain and rounded up mules and horses, leaving the populace with virtually no reserves. With no food and no security, the common people’s lives became unbearably hard, truly unsustainable.

      At that point someone could no longer bear it and went to Wanyan Liang with a sincere remonstrance: “Sir, we must not plunder the people so harshly and completely. Think about it-if you drive them into a corner and leave them no means to survive, how can that be right?” After hearing this, Wanyan Liang’s former mask of treating the people like his own children was instantly torn off.

      Wanyan Liang replied indifferently, “What’s a horse afraid of if there’s no fodder? The people have plenty of reserves. Look, every household has stored quite a lot of grain, and the fields are full of crops now. Turn the horses loose and let them eat the peasants’ crops. The commoners have such stores that even if this year’s harvest fails, they won’t starve.” So the military horses were released and began to voraciously devour the crops the peasants had painstakingly grown.

      For the peasants, food was their lifeline and land their basis for survival. Wanyan Liang’s actions wiped out their hope; even basic subsistence became a problem. Previously, when Wanyan Liang wantonly mistreated court ministers, led a dissolute life, and delighted in killing, those things did not directly affect ordinary people. But now he began to harm the populace, and that was a grave matter: popular anger continued to mount. At that time public indignation in the Jin was huge, and voices opposing the war kept rising like a tide. The Empress Dowager, secluded in the inner palace, also keenly perceived how thorny the situation was and believed that rash action would not bring the desired result, so she intervened to dissuade Wanyan Liang. Who could have imagined that this good deed would bring her to the brink of death? What exactly happened? Had Wanyan Liang’s ambition to march south against the Song truly made him disregard even the bond between mother and son?

      The Empress Dowager, living deep within the palace, pleaded earnestly with Wanyan Liang: “My child, we must not do this. Think carefully-are you as brave and martial as Emperor Taizu?” Wanyan Liang thought for a moment and frankly replied, “I am indeed not as martial as Emperor Taizu.” The Empress Dowager then asked, “And look at your generals-does any one of them compare to Prince Liang Zongbi?” Wanyan Liang turned to his generals and asked, “Who among you is more formidable than Prince Liang Zongbi?” The generals all lowered their heads; none had the face to claim they were superior to Wanyan Zongbi. Seeing this, the Empress Dowager said earnestly, “Child, you see-you are not as great as Emperor Taizu, and your generals are not as good as Prince Liang; under such circumstances, how can you lightly attack the Song?” Saying this, she rose and returned to the palace. Wanyan Liang sat where he was, muttering, “That old woman is courting her own death.” Then he ordered the eunuchs and palace maids around him, “Go, kill the Empress Dowager for me.” The ministers, upon hearing this, were greatly frightened and hurriedly knelt down to plead, “Your Majesty, how can you issue an order to execute the Empress Dowager?”

      Empress Dowager Tudan was not Wanyan Liang’s biological mother; she was his legal mother, the principal wife of Zonggan. Wanyan Liang’s birth mother bore the surname Da and was a woman of Bohai. In other words, Wanyan Liang was born of a concubine; among Zonggan’s sons he was not a legitimate son.

      From childhood Wanyan Liang had seen Lady Da behave with humility and deference before Tudan, and he resented it deeply. Later, when Wanyan Liang ascended the throne, he honored his legal mother Tudan as Empress Dowager. Perhaps that elevated position of his stepmother only deepened his dissatisfaction. He harbored a burning anger, thinking, “I have already become emperor, yet my mother is still of the secondary household.” That thought filled him with hatred toward Tudan.

      Once, on Tudan’s birthday, concubines, matrons, and princesses came forward in turn to offer her a toast. Lady Da also held a cup and knelt on the ground to toast Tudan. After all, Tudan was the principal wife and Da the secondary one; the difference in rank was established. So someone was kneeling there offering wine.

      At the moment Lady Da was making her toast, Tudan may have been talking with the people around her and did not see the scene; it was not intentional-she truly hadn’t noticed, right?

      This caused Lady Da to remain kneeling on the ground a little longer. Only after Tudan finished chatting with Pang Bowen and several of the senior palace women did she notice that Lady Da was still kneeling; she hurriedly said, “Sister, why are you still kneeling? How embarrassing-get up.” She then took the cup Lady Da had offered and drained it.

      When Wanyan Liang saw this scene he rose in anger and left the banquet, convinced that Tudan had deliberately embarrassed his mother. The next day he summoned the princesses and clan women who had been drinking with Tudan into the inner palace and had wooden boards crack down on them as they were beaten, leaving them wailing for their parents; some even perished. Seeing this, Lady Da rushed forward to intercede, saying, “Child, how can you do this? You must not act in this way. Sister Tudan really may not have seen it-she did not do it on purpose. Don’t take your anger out on these people; why beat them?”

      Mr. Wang said from the side, “Now that your son has become emperor, you still have to curry favor with others-I really can’t stand it.” So on this occasion Tudan came to dissuade him, urging him not to act on impulse. Old and new grievances swelled in Wanyan Liang’s heart, and he sent men to murder the Empress Dowager. One guard and one palace maid he dispatched were ruthless; they smashed a paperweight from the table repeatedly onto the back of her head-“clang”-and when the Empress Dowager was knocked unconscious they strangled her to death with a belt. The other ministers, seeing this, thought, “My God, the emperor can even kill his legal mother; we’d better not say anything-let him do as he pleases.”

      In October 1161, despite opposition across the realm, Wanyan Liang ordered 600,000 iron cavalry to march south in force, formally launching war against the Southern Song. Wanyan Liang personally led the main eastern army, sweeping forward like a thunderbolt, successfully crossing the Huai River and reaching the banks of the Yangtze, bearing down on the Song capital Lin’an. Just when he was on the verge of destroying the Song in one decisive blow, he unexpectedly received an imperial edict. It was truly strange-who would dare to issue an edict to the emperor? Who could have sent it?

      While Wanyan Liang’s forces were encamped by the river, news arrived that a new sovereign had ascended in Dongjing (i.e., Liaoyang). When the edict was presented to Wanyan Liang he was stunned. He wondered to himself, I didn’t issue any edict-who sent this to me? The decree proclaimed that a new sovereign had succeeded in Dongjing and that he was no longer emperor, having been reduced to a commoner; the new sovereign’s edict demanded that he present himself to receive the mandate.

      Wanyan Liang was greatly astonished-the new sovereign turned out to be Prince Ge, Wanyan Yong, who had taken the throne as Emperor Shizong, the fifth emperor of Jin. When news that Emperor Shizong had ascended in Dongjing spread-Dongjing here being Liaoyang-panic swept through the Jin army advancing south. Upon learning this, Wanyan Liang nonetheless ordered his troops to cross the river. As a result, in the Battle of Caishi his forces were defeated by an army led by the Song official Yu Yunwen. Even after the defeat, Wanyan Liang would not give up. With Emperor Shizong already enthroned in the north, he planned to annihilate the Song first and then return to fight Shizong, so he ordered the Jin army to cross the river the next day.

      But the southbound Jin army was no match for the Song forces and could not successfully cross the river. Besides, Emperor Shizong had already taken the throne in the capital. The soldiers consulted among themselves and thought, what good can come of following a man who has been reduced to a commoner? Moreover, he was so brutal-if we fail to cross the river, we'll all lose our heads. So the commanders in Wanyan Liang’s army gathered and decided it would be better to kill this tyrant and surrender to the new sovereign. That way they could save their lives and keep their ranks and salaries. Thus they banded together and prepared to assassinate Wanyan Liang.

      When the mutineers attacked Wanyan Liang’s pavilion they shot arrows at it. One arrow flew into his tent; Wanyan Liang looked and said, “This is bad-this arrow is from our own side, not the Song. It means someone is rebelling.” Inside the tent the guards urged him anxiously, “Your Majesty, quickly find a place to hide.” Wanyan Liang, his face set, retorted, “Where can I hide?” Then he drew his sword and prepared to fight. The moment he threw back the curtain, a cold flash streaked in from outside-a sharp sword that struck Wanyan Liang directly. He swayed and fell heavily to the ground.

      At that point the rebels surged forward and hacked at the fallen Wanyan Liang. But he had always been of very strong constitution; though cut many times he did not die immediately. The onlookers were surprised. The rebel leader frowned and conceived a method: he quickly took off his belt and tightened it around Wanyan Liang’s neck. After a struggle, Wanyan Liang was finally strangled to death.

      In fact, Wanyan Yong harbored a personal hatred of Wanyan Liang that ran to the bone and long nourished his ambition to replace him. When Wanyan Liang marched south and lost the people’s support, Wanyan Yong-then serving as the military governor in Dongjing-seized the perfect opportunity to court the Jin elders. With his wit and strategy he won their backing, and he also obtained the support of powerful Bohai clans. Backed by these forces, Wanyan Yong ultimately succeeded in taking the throne. Wanyan Liang’s death undoubtedly further solidified Wanyan Yong’s position.

      So what kind of person was Wanyan Yong? And what hidden enmity existed between him and Wanyan Liang?

      Emperor Shizong’s Chinese name was Wanyan Yong; his Jurchen name was Wanyan Wulu. He was also a grandson of Emperor Taizu and a cousin of Wanyan Liang. Wanyan Yong lost his father at the age of thirteen; his mother was Li from Bohai. Li was cultured and well versed in literature and history, and she raised Wanyan Yong with great hardship. From childhood he was diligent and studious, with a deep engagement in the classics and histories. He possessed not only outstanding civil talents but also excellent martial skills-he was a man of both letters and arms. Whenever he went out hunting, the respected elder ministers of the Jurchens would gather around to watch, for his martial prowess and hunting skill were superb.

      During the Huangtong years of Emperor Xizong, by virtue of his imperial lineage Wanyan Yong was created Prince Ge and was appointed Minister of War. He once followed Prince Liang Zongbi south and fought against the Song general Liu Qi. Although he was defeated on that occasion, he had genuinely been tempered by the battlefield, personally taking up arms and witnessing the cruelty and reality of war. In Xizong’s time the emperor slaughtered ministers indiscriminately, and serving as a minister in Jin had become a high‑risk occupation. Especially during the reigns of Xizong and Hailing, members of the royal family lived in constant fear, never knowing when the slaughtering knife might fall upon them. Wanyan Yong was greatly anxious, afraid that if the emperor grew bloodthirsty he too might become one of the slain.

      Wanyan Yong’s wife, Lady Wulinda, was a clever and beautiful woman, gentle and virtuous-a true helpmate. Someone told Wanyan Yong that their family possessed an allegedly ancestral jade belt. In fact, the belt was not a family heirloom but had originated in the Song imperial household; it was a precious item used by the Son of Heaven. Years earlier, Wanyan Yong’s father had taken it as booty when he defeated the Song. The adviser suggested, “Offer this jade belt to the current emperor and you will avert disaster.”

      Wanyan Yong held the belt in his hands, stroking it repeatedly, filled with reluctance. He murmured, “This was passed down by my father; it commemorates the great military merit he won for the state.” Seeing this, his wife Lady Wulinda hurriedly urged, “Don’t be so petty. This jade belt was never meant to belong to our family. It was used by the Song emperor and is the exclusive possession of the Son of Heaven. If you keep it, it will undoubtedly bring disaster upon you; you must offer it to the emperor.”

      Wanyan Yong listened to his wife and ultimately presented the jade belt to Emperor Xizong. Xizong believed in Wanyan Yong’s loyalty, and so during Xizong’s reign Wanyan Yong remained safe. When Prince Hailing killed Xizong and took the throne, however, he harbored a hatred of anyone surnamed Wanyan and carried out widespread slaughter of the Wanyan clansmen.

      In this perilous situation Wanyan Yong heeded his wife’s advice and kept a very low profile. He was like a brick in a revolutionary corps-moved to wherever he was needed. Whatever the emperor ordered, he obediently did. His rank was repeatedly reduced, from prince to commandery prince, then from commandery prince to duke. Later he was demoted from a central government post to a regional office, and his assignments kept changing. At each post he stayed less than a year.

      In the years after Prince Hailing’s accession, Wanyan Yong traveled to almost every part of the Jin realm. Fortunately most of his assignments were in major cities rather than remote county seats. Even so, before he could become familiar with local affairs he was transferred elsewhere. As a result he could never leave any notable achievements in any one place-he was always on the road, forever busy moving. Wanyan Yong was thus frequently shuffled about, constantly on the move and overwhelmed with busyness. Wanyan Liang, however, remained suspicious and muttered to himself, “Why is this Wanyan Yong so compliant? Why doesn’t he resist? If he resisted, I’d have an excuse to get rid of him. But if he doesn’t resist, I really have no legitimate pretext to kill him-what am I to do?”

      At that point someone familiar with the situation advised Wanyan Liang, “Your Majesty, all this is his wife Lady Wulinda’s doing. Lady Wulinda is a peerless beauty; there is no woman in our palace with such looks. The palace should add such a beauty.” When Wanyan Liang heard this he immediately ordered Wanyan Yong, “Send your wife to the palace.”

      Wanyan Yong was of course extremely unwilling; he and his wife were deeply attached, embracing and weeping, reluctant to part.

      Lady Wulinda was resolute and decisive. She told Wanyan Yong, “Husband, if I do not go, our whole family will be doomed, so I must go.” Before she departed she summoned the steward and the servants and said solemnly, “The emperor has summoned me and I cannot refuse. If I do not go, I will bring disaster upon our master. You have served in this household for many years, since the former lord was alive, following our master everywhere. Look at the many ministers the lord has executed-was it not often because household servants, coveting money and betraying their loyalties, reported them and brought about their deaths? After I leave, you must all behave honestly and properly. If anyone sells out our master for a bit of paltry gain, even if I become a vengeful ghost I will not spare you.”

      Wanyan Yong’s household were moved to tears. They thought that their lady risked her life for the safety of the whole family; if they, who had benefited from their master for generations, did such a thing they would be worse than beasts. They replied, “Do not worry, Madam. We will never betray our master. Wherever the Duke goes, we will follow him; even if it means risking our lives.” Only then did Lady Wulinda set out with peace of mind.

      She knew that if she did not enter the palace, Wanyan Yong’s life would certainly be in danger; but if she went into the palace she would suffer humiliation and betray her husband. So when they reached Liangxiang, seventy li from the capital Zhongdu, and the guards’ vigilance briefly lapsed, she hanged herself.

      Later, when Wanyan Yong ascended the throne he posthumously honored Lady Wulinda as empress. Emperor Shizong Wanyan Yong reigned for nearly thirty years and never appointed another empress. He doted on the son born to Lady Wulinda and made him crown prince.

      Wanyan Yong’s proclamation as emperor in Dongjing ultimately led to Wanyan Liang’s death, thus avenging the old grievance of the abduction of his wife. Yet even with power in his hands, Wanyan Yong felt no relief. Why was that? What grave crisis still awaited him?

      What situation did Wanyan Yong face as soon as he took the throne?

      At home, the Khitans in the northeast rose in revolt. After the fall of the Liao, Khitan institutions had at first remained largely intact, especially among those in the northeast. Because the Khitans fought bravely and excelled at mounted archery, the Jurchens had them guard against the Tatars-who would later be known as the Mongols. At first their administration of the Khitans was not harsh and there was no particular discrimination. But when Wanyan Liang campaigned against the Song he requisitioned men, horses and livestock. One must remember that livestock were the basic means of livelihood for pastoral peoples; having these taken away, the Khitans naturally resisted. They told the envoy sent by Wanyan Liang, “We cannot do without our horses. Besides, the court orders us to guard against the Tatars, and yet you have taken our horses away-how are we to defend against the Tatars? Moreover the court is recruiting Khitans to go south as crossbowmen; who will remain to guard the state against the Tatars?”

      They begged the envoy to convey to the ruler that no more levies should be taken from them. To their surprise and outrage, the envoy Wanyan Liang sent behaved with brutal arrogance, utterly unreasonable, and insulted the Khitans with vicious words: “You remnant slaves of a fallen state-consider yourselves lucky to be allowed to live. The lord sends you to fight, what more do you want?” The Khitans, who were also a proud, martial people, could not stomach such humiliation. Pain at their lost country and family welled up, and in a fit of fury they killed the envoy sent by the lord. Having slain the emperor’s envoy, what else could they do? The Khitans thought, since death is certain either way-tearing the dragon robe is death, killing the crown prince is death-they might as well rebel. So the Khitans rose up. When the Han inhabitants of the Central Plains learned that the Khitans had already taken up arms, they decided not to sit idly by. Wanyan Liang was conscripting us to attack the Song, yet we were originally subjects of the Great Song. This situation was different from the Han people of the Youyun Sixteen Prefectures, who had been Liao subjects; we were loyal Song people by birth. Wanyan Liang actually summoned us to attack our own motherland-how could we possibly agree to that? Thus in an instant the banners of righteousness were raised across Shandong and Henan, and the wave of rebellion surged up like a gale.

      Amid this rising tide of rebellion, the brilliant ci poet Xin Qiji-renowned for his bold, unrestrained verse-also resolutely joined the ranks of the righteous militia, courageously resisting the Jin’s brutal rule. After Wanyan Liang was killed, the Jin forces prepared to withdraw. Their mood on retreat was entirely different from when they had advanced. When they first invaded they had been aggressive and confident, believing the Song armies, long at peace and untested in large-scale warfare, to be soft and unmilitary-easy to disdain and defeat.

      But now, as they pulled back, Jin officers and soldiers were filled with anxiety; they were desperate to learn the latest news from home and to know how the new emperor would treat them. After all, they had been Wanyan Liang’s men-would their current ranks be secure under the new sovereign? These worries turned the withdrawal into chaos and, in many places, into outright rout. Many soldiers hurriedly burned their tents and provisions and broke camp under cover of night.

      The Song forces, seeing this, were buoyed with renewed morale. Once fearful when the Jin advanced, they could scarcely have imagined so swift a reversal; now, witnessing the enemy’s flight, they seized the opportunity and launched a determined pursuit. Riding the momentum, Song troops slaughtered and overran the Jin, recovering several prefectures and counties along the way. Observing this, Emperor Shizong of Jin was frantic and hastened to send a letter to Emperor Gaozong of Song. In it he explained that the instigator of the war had been the tyrannical Wanyan Liang, who had acted on his own and did not represent the rest of the Jin court. He emphasized that Wanyan Liang was now dead-removed by righteous men of Jin-and urged the Song not to hold this matter against the whole Jin state, since the main culprit was gone and further pursuit was unnecessary. He also expressed a strong desire to preserve the Shaoxing settlement. Would the Song, in that era, so readily let a justified position pass?

      Whether it was Emperor Shizong or Prince Hailing, they were both of the Jin-after all, it was your Jin state that first launched the aggression; our Song is merely mounting a defensive response. Taking advantage of your current weakness, we will seize every extra prefecture we can and every county we can; we will not hand you any easy gains. Besides, Emperor Shizong’s claim to the throne is no more legitimate-also a usurpation. Although Prince Hailing likewise seized the throne, didn’t Shizong do the same? And though Prince Hailing was not slain by Shizong’s own hand, his death did occur after Shizong became emperor, did it not? How then will Prince Hailing’s old ministers behave? Shizong has no confidence at all. Within Jin territory the Khitans in the northeast have risen in revolt, and in the Central Plains the Han people have also risen-these are internal troubles for Jin. And the Southern Song, even more aggressive, are using the righteousness of their cause to cross the border and launch attacks, which is unquestionably an external calamity facing Jin.
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      When Jin Shizong Wanyan Yong came to the throne, he faced an extremely severe situation. In the Jin state, Khitan farmers and herders had launched a large-scale uprising; they were well organized, had set up their own government, and their momentum looked like it could bring the old Liao state back. On the foreign front, Jin had earlier broken its pact with the Southern Song, which made the Southern Song court united and determined to punish Jin and recover lost land. At that time Jin's army, after years of campaigning, was already exhausted, the soldiers were worn out, morale was very low, and the army's spirit was unstable and often restless. So, under this hard mix of trouble at home and threats from outside, could Jin Shizong successfully put down the domestic rebellion, and what tactics would he use to face the Southern Song's attacks? Prince Hailing Wanyan Liang ignored the court ministers' bitter pleas, stubbornly followed his own plan, and personally led the army south to attack the Southern Song. This military action ended in failure, and he himself lost his life after the defeat. After Wanyan Liang raised his banner, Wanyan Yong, who was the acting guardian in the Jin capital Dongjing, was lifted to the throne by many ministers; he became the fifth emperor of Jin - Jin Shizong. When Emperor Shizong took the throne, the situation had both internal trouble and outside danger, and he urgently needed to solve two crucial problems. First, he had to quickly put down the large-scale uprising started by the Khitan farmers and herders and stabilize the country. Second, he had to end the war with the Southern Song quickly and try to win a peace that favored Jin. At that time, Jin had constant rebellions at home and a strong enemy watching from outside, so Emperor Shizong had to deal with both internal stability and external defense at the same time. So how far had the Khitan farmers' and herders' uprising grown by then? They had already captured the old Liao capital - Shangjing Linhuangfu, which made people feel that Liao might really rise again.
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