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Archbishop Ng Moon Hing, Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia

Paul’s pastoral letters are, as good as, his last testament. He knew his time was coming to an end soon. With his final exhortation to his disciples, he continued to press home the point to be faithful to Christ, as he himself had been throughout his ministry. What a great and amazing disciple of Christ Paul was—one who, irrespective of the terrible treatments he had received from his persecutors and the enemies of the Gospel, yet could say that I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

Paul, too, did not deliberately only say the nice things to present a good picture of himself and his ministry. He was very firm with right theological understanding as well as proper and holy living. So, he did not mince his words to lash out at those who taught heretical doctrines and those who practised immoral and impure living. He recognized that the churches had been infiltrated with many worldly influences and traditions. Thus, he strongly condemned the inconsistent and improper elements that had existed in the churches that caused divisions and destroyed good testimonies. He encouraged his beloved disciples Timothy and Titus to return to teach the redemptive work of Christ (according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life) and to live lives of Christlikeness as heirs of God, as well as to appoint bishops and elders to do likewise. 

The author has pinpointed affirmatively that there is no place for discrimination in the service of God and laxity in the proper understanding of the theology and gospel of Christ, as well as in the selection of church leadership.

May the good Lord have mercy upon us and grant us His wisdom and understanding always.
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Preface
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Grow in your knowledge and grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh’s Pastoral Epistles. This book provides an expositional Bible study and devotional guide on 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus. Through careful reading, study, meditation, and application of Scripture, readers will gain a better understanding of the late writings of the apostle Paul.

Koh has given a clear background and simple explanations of every passage in 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus. These epistles have important teachings on pastoral leadership, Christian conduct and relationships, countering heretical teachers and early Gnosticism, which are still very applicable to our modern church today. At the end of each lesson, he gives a devotional application and prayer.

With the help of this study guide readers will gain a comprehensive and foundational understanding of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus. It is perfect for students of the Bible who are looking to deepen their knowledge of these epistles.

If you are looking to grow in the knowledge and grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh’s Pastoral Epistles will get you started on your journey.

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh, July 2021
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These books hold a special place for me in my heart. I enjoy reading about “rules” and reasons behind said rules. These books tell just that. If you enjoy reading about the consequences and organizational structure of hierarchy then these books will leave you wanting more, T Townsend.

1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus by Dr. Andrew C S Koh is a great way to study the Letters of Timothy (1 and 2) and Titus. I found the book to be a great study guide and a great time to reflect on myself. I would recommend this book to anyone wanting a deeper understanding of Faith that is found in the Books of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus, Kevin Booker.

1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus are the letters written by Paul. Paul believed in saying the truth.  He knew his past and had no problem admitting his own sins.  He did not mince words. He saw that many of the churches were being influenced by outside sources.  He called his beloved disciples, Timothy and Titus, to return to teach the redemptive work of Christ.  Paul felt need for proper understanding of the theology and Gospel of Christ, as well as in the selection of church leadership.  He felt that there were those in power in the churches that were leading their flocks astray. He asks us to look at our own leaders and to know that there are many false teachers and prophets who preach and teach corrupt doctrines today, PAR.

A great read and very informative. The advice of Apostle Paul to Timothy about how to lead a good Christian life. A very practical book. This is my honest review, Sharmani Jeyaram.

I love these books by Dr. Andrew C S Koh! He breaks down each part of the Bible into short pieces so that people can see things in the Bible that they would not have known on their first reading. This book is truly engaging, Rowan E Creech.
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1

Introduction to 1 Timothy 
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, we acknowledge that You are Almighty God, God of creation, God of salvation, God of redemption, and God of reconciliation. We pray for divine inspiration, understanding, insight, and enablement to understand and apply Your Word. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Author, Place, Date, Purpose, and Recipients

Paul wrote a personal letter to Timothy to encourage, warn, and instruct him. He penned this letter from Macedonia between AD 62 to 64 after being released from his first Roman imprisonment. Timothy was Paul’s protégé, spiritual son, and pastor of the Ephesian church. 

This is one of three pastoral epistles: 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus. Ephesus was a Roman port city in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) and was home to the temple of Diana or Artemis. False teachers who prohibited marriage and eating of certain foods had infiltrated the Ephesian church. 

Themes

Some of the themes are false doctrines, holiness, godliness, prayer, world evangelism, Christian conduct in worship, qualifications of church leaders, and Christian relationships. 

Outline

1 Timothy 1:1–20, salutation, warning on apostasy 

1 Timothy 2:1–2:16, instructions on prayer, evangelism, and Christian conduct

1 Timothy 3:1–14, criteria for selecting overseers and deacons

1 Timothy 4:1–16, warning on apostasy, teaching sound doctrine, exercising spiritual gifts

1 Timothy 5:1–25, Christian relationships, care for widows, family, elders

1 Timothy 6:1–21, slaves, masters, warning against false teachers and the love of money

Application

––––––––
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Paul's letter to Timothy offers advice and guidance on church leadership, doctrine and godly behavior. Paul gave advice on how to maintain church order while living according to Christian beliefs in everyday life. 

Paul emphasized the importance of sound doctrine and the qualifications for church leaders, including overseers and deacons. Additionally, Paul encouraged us to persevere in his faith despite challenges and to confront false teachings. 

We should cultivate a spirit of love and faithfulness within the church community and to treat others with kindness and respect, showing the example of Christ's unconditional love. We should be strong in evangelism to  spread the gospel.

Paul should reject false teachers, pray, and conduct ourselves properly in church worship. We should adhere to the criteria for choosing church leaders as spelled out by Paul. 

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You that we can study the epistle of 1 Timothy. Open our eyes and ears as we study holy Scripture. Open our understanding to explore the riches of Your Word. We pray for insight into controversial passages. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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2

Salutation, Warning on Apostasy
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1 Timothy 1:1–20

Verses 1–2, 1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ according to the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ our hope; 2 to Timothy, my true child in faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
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