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I drove for hours, stopping only occasionally for food or petrol. I pulled into the garage and looked back at my little one, fast asleep in her car seat. I got out and, having clicked my petrol card through the machine and chosen the amount I wanted to spend, I started to pump petrol. I clicked the nozzle to continue pumping and put my card back in my bag and dropped in through the front passenger window into the floor well and went back to the petrol being pumped.  As the tank was almost full when I felt the car rock.  As I pulled the hose out, the engine started and the car tore out of the garage onto the road.

I dropped the petrol hose and ran towards the road and screamed: “My baby! Help!” but the car was going so fast. Another car stopped and a man jumped out. “My car has just been stolen and my daughter is in the car – they went that way!”

“Get in, let’s go!” The man jumped back in the car and I fell in the passenger seat as he sped off after my car. “What car?” He pressed a button on his dashboard. “Jake? Highjack with child in car, East Street going north.” I gave the make, colour, model and registration number. “I am in pursuit. Get here. Get all others on the road.”
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