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Football Wonderkids: Heung-Min Son

Kindness, Discipline, and the Power of Dreams

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept. All player names are used for educational purposes.

Disclaimer

This book is an inspirational children’s biography based on real events.

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, some details such as dates, statistics, or descriptions may change over time.

This book does not claim to be a complete historical record but aims to inspire young readers through true stories, values, and personal journeys.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide
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Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

Lights Above Los Angeles

The night sky over Los Angeles glowed with electric excitement as thousands of fans filled the stadium, waving flags and chanting the name of a player whose journey had inspired millions across the world: Heung-Min Son. Even far from London and Seoul, the crowd felt his presence long before he stepped onto the field. When he finally appeared, jogging toward the touchline with his calm smile and determined eyes, the stadium erupted in a roar that echoed against the bright California skyline. Son looked around, taking in the atmosphere — the lights, the noise, the energy. It didn’t matter where he played. Every pitch felt like home when he carried a ball at his feet.

Tonight was special. A friendly match, a global tour, a stage built for connection. Fans from Korea, the United States, and every corner of the world came to see him — not just because he was a superstar, but because he represented humility, joy, and the power of believing in your dreams. As he warmed up, children leaned over the railing, shouting his name. Son waved gently, smiling as if the moment belonged to them as much as to him.

Calm Before the First Touch

When the whistle sounded, Son drifted into space like he had done a thousand times before. Every movement had purpose — light steps, sharp turns, sudden sprints. The ball reached him, and the stadium held its breath. In one smooth motion, he controlled it, glided past a defender, and launched forward with the speed and grace that made him one of the world’s most thrilling players.

He didn’t seek glory. He sought connection — the rhythm of football, the joy of teamwork, the magic of making hearts race. And here, under the bright lights of Los Angeles, Son felt all of it at once. His story had traveled across continents, from tiny pitches in Korea to global arenas. And now, another chapter was about to begin.

[image: ]



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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Growing Up in Chuncheon

Heung-Min Son was born on July 8, 1992, in Chuncheon, a peaceful city surrounded by mountains and lakes in South Korea. Life there moved at a gentle pace, with early-morning markets, quiet streets, and families who valued discipline and respect. From a very young age, Son loved running, jumping, and playing with anything that could roll. But it didn’t take long for his parents to notice that his eyes lit up the brightest whenever a football was near. He kicked small rubber balls around the living room, chased them through hallways, and practiced tiny dribbles in the backyard until the sun went down. Even before he could spell his own name, he dreamed with his feet.

His parents encouraged outdoor play, and his mother often joked that if she couldn’t find him inside the house, he was probably somewhere outside inventing a new football game. Chuncheon’s open spaces became his playground — patches of grass, schoolyards, and small community fields where he and other kids played without lines, referees, or rules. These carefree days taught him to experiment, improvise, and have fun. Long before trophies, big stadiums, or international fame, Son built his foundation on joy.

A Father’s Discipline and a Family’s Dedication

Son’s father, Son Woong-jung, played professional football himself and carried deep knowledge of the game. But he also carried something even more important: a belief that greatness begins with discipline. When Son was still very young, his father began teaching him the basics — not to turn him into a star, but to help him build strong fundamentals. He taught him how to receive the ball correctly, how to strike it cleanly, how to use both feet, and how to balance his body during movement.

Training was serious. Sometimes hours passed with Son repeating the same motion again and again. But even with strict routines, his father kept a warm heart. He corrected gently, encouraged constantly, and reminded Son that “football rewards patience.” These early lessons shaped Son’s spirit — humble, hardworking, and endlessly determined.

Son’s mother played an equally important role. She supported the family through difficult routines, made sure Son stayed healthy, and taught him kindness and gratitude. She reminded him to respect teammates, opponents, and even referees. These values followed him throughout his entire career.
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