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An introduction to The
Divided States of America:

No one can say with any reasonable
certainty when the United States of America began to fall apart.
Many point to the presidential election of 2016, but most believe
the breakup started long before this. Now, in the year 2110, the
former United States is made up of 13 nation-states and The
Wastelands. Some of the nation-states have prospered under
self-rule, while others have declined. Some nation-states are very
accepting of outsiders, while others trust no one…sometimes not
even their fellow citizens. There is chaos in some places, and
order in others…sometimes too much order.

The first state to break away from the
USA was, not unexpectedly, Texas, and from there, things continued
to spiral out of control as the national government tried to hold
on to control that the state governments wanted back, and
eventually, the federal government was no longer able to control
the states, and the break-up came about.

Some of the nation-states kept the
name “America” in their new names. Some did this as a tribute to
where they had come from, while others did it to remind their
citizens of what they were breaking away from. Others adopted new
names, or took on names that were given to them.

Borders in some areas are heavily
patrolled, even walled in places, while other borders have no
protection at all…mostly it depends on the views of the new
government and its citizens, even though sometimes those two groups
still don’t agree. Let’s face it, greed and independence are bred
into the human race, and even allying with others that have similar
viewpoints does not necessarily mean that they will always get
along.

If you’re interested in
learning more, please click 
http://www.nomadicdeliriumpress.com/dividedstates.pdf
to see a map of the new nation-states and to read
a little about each of them.
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The day he surrendered to Captain Bryan
Howard was supposed to be the best day of young Robert Jenkins’
life, and maybe it was, but something never felt quite right to
him.

The young Captain, who had also once
been a member of the Rose Clan, had taken him back to a mobile
unit, and Robert couldn’t believe everything he saw. Wherever he
looked, there were soldiers, and these weren’t like the gang
members he was used to seeing; these people were heavily armed.
Robert had seen a few military style weapons in the Wastelands, but
nothing like what these people were carrying, and even though he
got a few weird looks, everyone was nice to him once Captain Howard
explained his situation.

“Go ahead,” Captain Howard had said,
pointing at what he had called a tub that was now filled with
steaming water and bubbles. Robert didn’t understand.

“You’ve never had a bath, have you?”
the Captain asked.

“I’ve heard of them,” Robert said,
“But, I’ve never seen anything like this…what am I supposed to
do?”

“You take your clothes off, and you get
in and soak. There’s more soap there and a wash cloth. You clean
yourself, and then you get out and dry off, and there’s some clean
clothes over there that you can put on.”

The idea of a clean body and clean
clothes was odd to him. He’d taken numerous showers, but most of
them had been very cold, so he’d gotten out as fast as he could,
and he’d often washed his clothes in a sink before, but Robert
could actually smell a fragrance coming from the clothes that were
sitting next to the toilet.

“You can stay in as long as you want,”
the Captain said with a smile.

OEBPS/cover.jpg
Return to the
Wastelands?

A Divided States of America Story -






